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_ * TRIPLE ANTIDOTE. . 
againſt cercaine very common: Scandals 
| of this time, which, like infe&tions andepi- 


demicall diſeaſes, haue generally annoyed moſt forts 


ofpeople amongſt vs, poiſoned allonor a few,and 


duers waics plagued and affudled the whole State. 
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| By lohnTichborne, Noor of Divinity, and ſometimes fellow 
{0 of Trinity Colledge in Cambridge, | 


| ISAtan. CAP. 62. VER 1s | y 
For Zions fake I will not hold my peace,and for Hierufalems fake, : 
I will not bearreſ?, vatil the righteouſnelle thereof breake forth . * 


as a light, and che healchfull aluation thereof as a 
burning Lampe. 


- Bernardus in Sermone de ſeptem cunfelzionibus, | : 3 

Floruit ol; Eccleſia in ſirage Martyrum, tum demum malitia hereth» © 

cornm:; nanc autem im contentione & corruptione falſorum fra- 7 
trum litibus © queſtiuncults inutilibus creſcere non deſant, 


LONDON 
Printed by Nicholas Oker, for ( lement Knight, andare to beſold at 
his ſhop in Fewlcs Chuch-yard,atthe figne ofthe | 
Holy Lambe. 1 609. 
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OOPS INN Sari tOcl} 
AMPLISSIMO VIRO, RE- 
«|» VERENDISSIMOINCHRISTO 
is Patri, Domino longs honoratiſlimo, Archiepiſco- - 


po Cantuarien(i, /cbennes T ichborna curanouo & in- 
cunte anno fanita, noua, & indies auftiora cxoptat omnia, 
& ex animo comprecatur. 


1IKENAM: idcirco; dixerunt 
vereres, cum quia ſtretuis dari 
ſoliram (vt Yarro) tum etiam,id- 
que potius, quaſi erenam(vr Fe- 
##s) a numero videlicer, quo 
fgnificatur,alterum tertiurnque e 
1: yenturum ſ{1milis commodi. Si- 
L ZZ K2>1 quidem imparibus gaudet Deus, 
& Mecznates omnes (vt Poeta,)nec non & ternarius hic 
numerus Phileſophis {1mul & magnis demum Theologis - 
ſacer ſemper habitus, 'neſcio quid magni & myſterii in 
ſe continere vulgo credebatur, Apud quos celeberri- 
.  mymfuirilluda Pithagoreise+ Arioteleproteftum,pri- 
| mo omnium tandem in vſu & ore receptum & yſurpa- 
tum :7714 ſunt omnia. - Quod vt in Xenys hiſce, & Bru- 
| malibus ( vt Tertullianus vocat)paſhm obſeruariſolitum, 
| Etymologus ille ſatis anriquus & idoneus notauit Fe- 
| ftas :lic & inre medicinali non minus ſanctum 8 (o- 
dl, lenne fuiſſe, Arabes primo, & poſt eos vniuerla A{cle- 
| pidarum nobilis familia,cum ſuis doſibus imparinume- 
10 | ro &copoſitione plerumque gaudentibus,conteſtantur. 
| Quod eriam wagnii (credo) impulit Aeſcu/apium,de tri- 
bus hiſce ſuis (quz nos ex Tertwlliano didicimus, & no- 1* Apologerr 
ſtra, vecunque ferimus) rantonere gloriari. Que ipſa ff? 


- __ ego 


Excommuuica 
tio, | 


= Subſcriprio, 


Crucis conig- 


ai BPISTOLA DR D it 44 t q | 
BY A ore te crane Wor 
dam inzer nos palim gia fihus,'$ & in omne 7vr fir) 
hominum fete 5; hae tempeſtare*fxuteht AY; -ad- 
G__ '& re oe ef ſtudui. Ih Go 
ioillud moleſtum & maximdep forandam (e- 
ws quod now folim(vt Avguſtings olim b quibiſdamiob- 
ſeruauit ſais) pltres Moni de medicina zgrotantes 
conſpiciam,ſ{ed ipſa (quod mirandum magis nedica- 
meta frequentibusiam tands indigareremedais 
dicor manus& opem implorare deptchendt; adet 
quod: medicis prid&iuxra verus verbi)naunc "of ls reme- 
diis; obiecQari.iuftius ; /# /cipſa curent, Neque © enim 
quicquam ad #ternam miſerorum falutera veilius, aut 
Eccleſuaſticis ybicunque conftitutis rationibus conueni- 
eatius, Aprzpotente Deo mortalibus indultum fuir vn. 
quam,conceſſum 8& conſtiturum,quam quod Excom- 
municationisnomine & notione (quicquidfit tandem) 
indigitarifolet& perhiberi. Nechumaniminueneim 
aliquod(fi fas ſteira nuacupare){alubriusexcogitaricre: 
as) poruit. ali quando, i& fabiliri, quod ram: divinis 
qanam Sr 5 2dmiiftrandi omnibus prodefler ma- 
Bis & lubueniret quam Subſcriptio;,, Nec antiquius de- 
mum, & ad religion3 Chriiteane (acra 8 falinuria foe- 
licius adumbranda;% recolenda; ab omnibus fere poſt 


 Chriſtum Eccleſtis: communi quodam conſenſu'recep- 


tum prius quic quam, & magis vſitarum, quam celeber- 
rimailla, & oinnibus oris notifima. iam per fgaum 
Crucis Ceremonia.Que tamen ornia,8& fere ſola omnifi 
nanc manibus vapulate, & tam (chiſmaricorum, quam 
aliorum (qui iam vndqz oberrant) Criticorum abZliſ. 
cisnotari indies, & tranſfigi nemo non intelligk? Er 
quz, rebus inter nos c#tcroquin fere omnibus -ſuramo 
Dei bencficio & prudentiflimi Principis cura nou a- 

as 


lias), . op 


ba * TW OOPS EIT. Hy 
= 


n&conſticutis zfola-in vitio. babeada- cenſeri 
& fundi noſtri{quod aiung) calamiras, neſcio quo fato 
aut malo merits ſuo, uuacupari pothnr, & perhiberi 
Quorum ſanicatem & dignitatem vecunque plurimi,ve- 


- ritatis & futur#;( quam laxit Pens) adi;poſteros 'vique 


omnnestranſmittend®p acis & fceliciraris ftudioſi recu- 
perare;denvo {umima cura 8: diligentiacomtenderint: 
niſi tu ramen (Ampliſſme)cum aliis quibus id muneris 
& officii tanquam propriis 4nglicane Eccleſie Acſculapys 


' Incumbit, Fpiſcopis omni honore dignis,proſunima qua va- 


letis arte. &;authoricate- (tanquam Jupiter vm uey,mc, BC 
vere inuautes patres ornes mature occurratisz que iam 
morbida flacceſſere, & languida intabeſcere, heu nimi- 
vm multi conſpicamur;intermortua poſtmodumyſinon 
extinQa prorſus, & ( 2uod Dens omen auertat) cum eil- 
dem omnia que pacem, verirazem & vnitatem in Ecele- 
ſia noitra tueri poſſunt & conſeruare, breui contuebi- 
mur.Quodad me attinet(RewerediſSime Archipreſul) om- 
gjid minimd & infimiilubens aggoſco, qui {ub auſpiriis 
doQiſhmi, integerrimi, & prudentſſimi, defanRique 
1am Jehoiade & vere lcheſhue noftrialicuidinhoc gene- 
re tentarunt aliquando: Qui ad hzc omnia reſtauranda 
& reſtituenda,baud alicer multa tulit,ſudauit 8 allit,at- 


pille olim ad collapla #iero/ol;ywam;ert longe indignifh Zech 3, v-10%. 


mum qui ttbi iam parties ealdem agenti, & tenenti ſe- 
des, hec talia ingercre & obtrudere non rcformidem, 
Cum tamzn ira maleuolorum obtreftationibus & im- 
pulſu fatum fir, & fatgliquadamneceſſitate compara- 
tum,vt1n publici hoc modo prodire inuitus licet maxi: 
me &reluRatusdiu cogar,dabo operam fidelem, iura- 
tus dixerim (quamcunque tandem) quo ipſa(li fieri pol- 
fit) mala hzc tot malorum procatarctica depelli point 
& remoueri, In quo conanime quid przſtitum fir,te ſo- 
lum(virorum optime) (1 opcio daretur mihi)optarem iu- 

A 3 dicem 
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dicem : Cuifi inczptahzc accepta fore'dignouerim, o- 

pereprztium me reporrafle ſatis amplum exiſtimabo 3. 

quod & adalia (quz hatenus dclicuiſſe non magnope-, 

re piget)ocylis culganda dabit'animum: fin vero man- 

ca, hinlca, & mille modis imperfecta offenderis, prima 
eſlerccognoltas, obnixe rego : 8 quod priora duoatti- 
net (modeſteſatis & vergdicam) quibus vix priora: vel 
ſaltem perpaucaalicubi extent. In quibus etiam ram 
magnis ( & quod facile largientur credo omnes) ſubar- | 
duis, voluiſle & tentaflealiquid fatis erit, przſertim mi-: 
hi hec primo adaiteri,& aliis bene multis iam diu occu- 
pato'& nimium prepedito,8 dum hec ab initio medt- 
arer,tantii nonobſeſſopenirus & oppreſſo.Quz (i quod 
voluimus cffeum minus dederint (quod medicantibus 
in hoc potiſhmum genere petraro obtingit (qui vf Gale- 
nus curare multos ſed ſanare paucos ſolent)illud tamen hinc 
commod! euenturum aucumo & bene {pero, quod vt 
tertium illud Crucis,8 vere iam Contradittionis Signum 
nuperos ( quod audio & multpm gratulor) naumeſſc 

| patronos bene multos, & vere Aeſcwlapios :{ic & alios 
noſtra hzc forſiran excitabunt, qui depoſitis illis 8 pe- 
ne deſperatis de Excommunicatione & Subſcriptione cu- 
ris & medelis extremam (quod aiunt) manum quam- 
primum addant & impanant. 24 denique quoniam 
tibi in Excelſiſsi#19 Epr/copalis dignitatss culmine, magno 
ruo mcrito,virtute & prudentia conſticuto,quzexhibe- 
antur minoraeſle, & longe indigniſſima faris inrelliga: 

 meiplum((i placet)cum ifs pro {trenarii more & indo- 

lepoltmodum inſequuturis vna offero & adiungo,adee- 
que le totum.ditioni tuz dicat conſecrat, & hifce de- 
mum pauculis confignat in perpetuum, 


Honoratiſhmz Amplirudinis tuz obſeruantifliimus 


Ilouannes TicuzORNvyS. 
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 . The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


g Twas well ſaide of that Ntaltan Mer- 


IJ 3 chant. for all refined policies of this laſt Machiauel.de : 


4 WW age: That the world muſt be ſicke and reyub. 
NC purged alſo beforeit die Wherem what 
"RS -O the great Phyſition batbjrom time to 
SJ] [=@) time prattiſed upon that watte bedie 
-UY NA y 'ſorntime by fire 5 ſometime by water, 


WAL 5  E> generally by many great En comon 
deftruttions,euery generation and tory are þ wit- 


neſſes: and Saint Hierome moſt paſiionately expreſſe Libro primo 
and bewaile writing thus againſt louinian:Succreſcit lilua contra louin, 


vt ſuccidatur, Howbeit a better Prophet prognoſticated of 


Wa wore ſpeciall diſeaſes which ſhauld. befall, any poſieſſe 


the wayward craſie,& moſt ufiepered old age of theworld, 
auouching. by the ſpirit that in the laFt dayes men fhould bee 
fall of (eifelove courctouſneſſe, pride," wantonnef8e, and ſuch 
like(which the learned haue ob{er ved,and found to be the root 
and cauſes of all hereſaes; ) as alſo diſobedie 24 and breakers of 
oath and promiſes from whence haue proceeded the manifold 
Sect s,Schiſmes,and per ſonall ſeparations diſturbing alwaies 
the outward peace £7 quiet gouernment of the Church of God. 
For the mitigating and represſing whereof (becauſe they can 
ener wholly be cured,or taken away: for there muſt be here- "(C9717 


2.Tim.3.vY-b 


ſoes,and Coeele tares and darnell will be ſowed,and muſt grow Math.1 3. 


among ft the beſt corne, and croppe untill the end)it hath plea- | 
ſed Chriſt the ſoules ſole Phyſition and great protetFor Hl his i 
| Church, 'y 


f 


ao ne 4 Tf ned; 3n theſe his' ordinances, 40 
apply ſundry kinds of rexieties, to ſo many and diners malt- 
dier, both which working duerſly , yet to one and the ſame 
end, partly by the ward and ſpirit, and partly by the cinill 
fmword,doe hold vp as well the genrrall frame and 


for brenity & order ſake,be reduced to the three ſpecitd heads; 
to which 1 hae referred this my ſo termed threefold Anti: 
dotegand deſwred to apply the fame to onr preſent Fat® in Eng- 
land freing now by God his blesfung' (if ll had viesor GH ace to 

ſee it)as was ſometimes ſaitl of Rome and Athens i=l inuuing: 
enen a littleworld,or a briefe and Epitome of all God hiomier- 

cies elſewhere beflowed pon all the C burthes, ant Commou- 

wealths tn the world. Vnerſtanding by the fprff thereof Ex- 

communication(whichcompriveth onder it, as a part fer the 
whole exhor tations,admonitions yeprehenſions , threatnings, 

confesſton abſolution,and ſach like) all theſe meanes which the 

miniſtery and power of the keies may by the word and ſpirit 

prefcribe at any time, for the purging and healing (6 many 

ſoules ſickneſſes,which the whole Church for this life and enc- 
ry member thereof, is cintinually ſubiet# onto. And by the 

ſecona termed Subſcription,anſwering to that ſecond general 
part 
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© TotheReader, 


part of phyſucke, called itygeine, m reſpett of the nature, 
ena and manifold vſetherof;we meane all wholſome deerees, 


Conrecls private or publique ans crnjiututions of the Church, 


by wh.c1 the trueth of doctrine arndjt the manifold aifferent- 
C:5,and ertravily minaet people in the world, maybe preſer- 
ned and maintaincd,the inwara peace f e:ch conſeionce more 
fully and ſafeiy /ecured,and the outward order of euery parti- 
cular Churco beiter eitabliſhed.an1 defraded avainſl al man- 


ner of oppoſitions,b y turbulent ſorrits in that behaife, «ni the 


zuſt temper of the whole boy of © hri/t, by all eood meanes,Q9+ 
wile foreſight cont ned throughout the world, And laſtiy, by 
the Croſſe whico Thanemaae thenoble Hierogiyphicon of all 
other decent ceremonies ts bee ſed at uny time in the-Church 
of Goo;1 vader flan all comely ornaments, whereby as well 
C hr:5t his Min: ſte: s,cccording to their difjerences degrees & 
dignitres,as all otker thmgs belonging to the leaſt performance 
and holy a:mititſtr ation 1 God his [eruice may ani ou 2ht to 
be beautified,caeckedand azornedall ſcarres and defetts nitu- 
rally or by eutll cuent incicent to any Church healed, and ſup- 
plyed,and the moſt n<turall ſwett c3/our vigour, and beautie 
if  hriſt his $pouſe,be made reſolentent ,an1 apparant to the 
whole world, with all other properties ana eff. &s, which that 
decoratine art, and laſt part of Phyſuke is knowne, and cele- 
brated to bring to paſſe 3 mans body, All whichas in theſe laſt 
dangerons dayes they hane been much incombred by the han#'s 
and meanes of Scriſmatikes, Atheitts, Churchrobbers, and 
ſuchlike of the prophane 2c :rſed crue of ſo many heatheniſh 
people ythit hane ruſhed ints Gos inheritance:as Pſal,80.v.1, 
ana naleſje tortured and afflicted now a l;ng time with all 
kind of [piriztnell diſeaſes and cnormities and enenbroucht(as 
they (ay)to the lait eaſl;ſ» land they now in need, if ener , to 


| bereleeud yithall the bejt antiaatesand eleetuaries , which 
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didn 'The piſtle | 


from both hands of Miniſter and Magi#racy the Lord is wil- 
ling(as Eſay.42.ver 21.)ifmen alſo would do their part\ at 
all wants. And aſſaies moſt reatily to affoord;and maced now 
is the time ſpoken of by the Prophet :Plal.11g.ver.126,for the 

' Lord to pt to bus hand;for men haue deſtroied and exen with 

| plague and peſtilence(as the Septuagints render it) waſted and 
adnulled hts Lawe gnd all the meanes for the magnifying and 
exalting the ſame , as the Prophet Eſay complameth in the 
place aboue named. Howheit becauſe purging medicines e ſpeci- 
ally of the higheſt kind and degree, ſuch as Excommunicatian, 
hath proportion onto, are very ſelaome, and with greate#? 
care to beſed, it hath been the iudgement ,andreſolue of our 
late graue Dmines,and very warthy and wiſe governours, ef- 
pecially of that thrice reaerend \ V hitgitr, that conſidering 
theſe late turbulent times,very little er nothing at a'l ſhould 
be ſpoken or written touchmg the true n:ture power. ſe,and 
necesſity of that great and highc:nſure. Buz now that it hath 
pleaſed God by the eye and care of our moſt noble Souerargne, 
{0 appoint 4 courag ious prudent Alexander.in the flace 1d 
roome of that renowned Philip for his wiſe:ome, metkneſje, 
and ſweet moderation of all thinos belonging to Eccleſtafticall - 
affayres' whilſt he ſate at that ſtearne, and hath withall enlay- | 
ged ſomewhat has vergee power, by putting the garments of 
Aaron,as Exod. 28. verl. 2.upon hrs ſhoulders, and commit- 

' ting thegolden rodde as well as the pot of Manna and tables 
of the Lawe to hts ſpecrall cufoay :1 holde it high ttme for all 
ſorts of perſons ,and eſpecially of aur owne tribe,towſe all good , 
meanes for the repayrins the manifold breaches , nruptions, | 
and depopulations before mentioned.and the gtning and brin- - 
ging pou Teruſalem beauty is ſteadof aſh# , the oyle of toy "| 

for mourning, and the garment of gladneſſe for the ſpirit of 
heauineſſe, as was propheried and promiſed by the protet | 
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TotheReader. 
Eſay 61.verſ.3.to come to paſſein theſe dayes of the Goſpell 
and greateſt grac', and would no doubt but for the great a- 
buſe, contempt, and neglett of both be fully effetted and at- 
compliſhed. Tn whichreſpedt if all meanes were ſummed vp 
together,l preſume none would be found ſs excellently wſefull, 
and abſolutely neceſſay as Excommunication & Subſcription, 
which therefore I haue placed in the forefront; the one contai- 
ninz in it and requiring by ut,a mt power to be tnueſtedin the 
ſ<cred miniſtery , for the eſtabliſhing all due weanes for the 
ſoules health,and recouering the ſame once loit or decayed:the 
other prouiding a conitaut,uniforme,an4 certaine courſe and 
order for the executing and obſerumg moſt preciſely euery the 


leaſt thing once enatred and ſo appointed, as without which 


indeed is imposſtbie any where to vp hold a comfar table mi- 
niſtery, or that the Magiitrate ſhould be able to retaine any 
meanes in any forme or due tenor for Gods ſeruice,or the cans- 
mon peace, inStice, andequity amongit men; for want alſo 
whereof any may pe: ceiue how little profit hath been made of 
ſo long and much pre:ching in this kingdome, ariſung chiefly 
from ſo many differences, new inuentions, and extrauagant 
Conrſes as well in pre:chimg as in infinite ſlrange epinions, and 
wnheard of new andwvaine deetrines broached and ſeattered 


' in enery country, Church © corner:inſomuch as Tmay too too 


truely ſay the cauſe of jo litle religion in the world is, for that 
there hath been of late 3 now alſo is ſo much religion, I meane 
ſo much padling and medling init, and ſo mmy kinds and 
meanes vnrepreſſed,and not ſo ſeuercly preceeaed of ſeriouſly 
prouiaed againſt of every mis aeuice to expreſ/e it. An{which 
is treaſon to attempt in ſtate affayres once appointed by men, 
is now admired an1m:gnified, an1 not only admitted, or at 
the leaſt wiſe permitted «nd winked at in Gods matters;which 
a good writer ſeeing and foreſceing compliyned of long ſuhece 
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i7 ora Rinchla & {e:monibys de religione hi. 


quam he bis & paſeuis armenra,with my other ſuch like 
words and matter to that pu; poſe, the ſumme > ſente where- 
of 1s ace 1rding fo or former interen.ce,that whillt euery oneis 
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Keligion a eezerall, :nd the higheſt ana chiefeſt points there- 
; of;1t 15 come to paſse that they hane in them no true or ſound 
toe relizion at all, but to end as we ber.ux With Saint Pal hes 
q.vcal. P preph eſt be. m0/ F make a [h ew of C0 Unelh, e! of 0 en} the power 
| thercof 4nd io become flat ipoſtates a! the 'e loſ! to cevy the 
faith that is ali true Reli3;on the Chn ch,God and all, For my 
part albeit I could! wiſh ater ding tothe ol4word; Da mili 
medicum.canum cavillis, thar,as Hierome fold Avegu- 
ſtine.all mens endenours tm this kind were like the ſtetsof the 
weried Ox,that faſtneth, ſure footin? whereſoener he gaeth; yet 
s obſerving as Camerarius doth the like in thepra, fe oj He- 
| Inhisnores rodotus and Theucidides, how Jeng w/ 53 ear ts and Emperick 
Clides. © monuntebanres are too belii &> aluenturons to fſer ther drues 
F in this behalfe, I meane much !oofe, ol4, and arſemiſed ſtr ife 
without new matter er better forme and o der(both which or 

at the leaſt the litter ou2ht to be cſcerned im enery new work) 
and that cuen at the game] of O15 mpus:aud how withall our 
aurcients for dajes,as E: thu 1crmmeth them ( who inleede 
ſhell ſpeake by word and writing to this caufe) doe ſit Still 
in that their pritti ique refalue Un 4% ©-2, or hike Ruben 
Iud; 2e3.verl, I 6, are content 19 0: de « ill tt Cr lames private, by 
their  ſeepfol 4+ notwith{tandins the much bleating of thery 
owne and other flocks; the mdionation of the matter en both 
fides hath qrawne and cnforc:d me to this ſecond aduenture, 
and to ſay with Elthu, tVho can mm ſuch a cau(e refraine from 
Hong and writing alſo g/pcemly wn the behalfe of Excom- 
| mn; ical 107 
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logiſticis inhiant jam omnes etiam ex ima plebe, tan- | 


beld, and taketh liver! y to himlelfe to diſpute an1 dl iſpeſe of 


To the Reader, 
munication an{ Sub/cription, whoſe reproch redouniing ſo to 
God and his Church,l hane ſooften hear d?*and for which hap- 
pely ( ſome may [a and 1 mmuit nee1s « cnowledze) my ſelte 
hiuepayed {9 ceereand £:1 jel be c:uten', an: will be moſt 
wiil:ng to be ore vil: (as be ſaid)yea rf 11 conld be ſo purchaſed 
with name liumg and life it ſelte to reacem the great good and 
conſequercr of them both to the preſent tate of our Church, to 
wh ch Thaue adre{ſed and after my manner prepared this poor 
Azttdote, deſirms G 9D that it may ſort to none ether euent 
e> end then I aymed at E> propounded to my lelfe in the. for- 
mer; which is and ener ſhall be,partly to ſtir vp others of Bret- 
tor abulity to ſome better ſernice mn this kynd,as aiſo to cauſe 
m::ch other of th: kind and quality ſpent alreaay and truely 
memt that way to berenined againe,and by this meanes if it 
may he to worke the better + the 1ſſue whereof I commit and 


comment tethe hand and blesſize of that great phyſttion that 
came to heals the ſores e> repayre the decayes of onr nature, Mar, 8-yerſ.ry. 


and troke upon him «ur infirmities,and cured all our diſeaſes, 
as it is in th: Go'pell, euen Teſus C hriſl the'Prince and author 
of all health ax ſaluation who is God bleſsea for ener. 


AMEN, 


Thinecuer in the Lord,although 
: with loſſe of bimſelfe, 


I. Tichborne. 


I 
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A Table containing the ( hapters in this booke. 


£GARE HE tit dircftcd as a remedy for Fxcommuni. 


5) ture, vie, and power thereof, and great negle&t 

O = not only {ick but cut dead, or at the leaſt Cying 
£] - atthcheart; and therefore it is callcd Sicor- 

dium. | 

AY | Theſecondis provided inlike manner for 

SA Subſcription, and is termed Denatium,in reſpeRt 

; of the moſt decayed ſtate thereof, which aiſo 
hath now neede if ceur,by ſuch preparatiues to 


other ( 1 hope) more ſtrong and reſtoring mtdicines, tobe reuzued and ſer 
a foote againe in theſe f1&ious and turbulent times, | 


The third is eſpccially wiſhed and a<dreſſ-d to rhoſe weake ſtowacks of 
many,cuen of our owne Trive , and others amongſt vs, wbo diſtaſt ſo ma- 


ny things in the Ceremonies of our Church,and cannot as yet bee brought 


by any meanes to brooke and diſgeſt the caſt vſc or mention almoſt ofthe 


Crofle;whoſe good is feelingly tendered and very fincerely reſpeRed here- 


In, as Aeſcwlapivs did in one of his Receipts, the health and recovery efhis 
beſt friends, which thercfore| is accordingly named Aſclepiodoron All which 


TertwL.in his A- termes and remedies were fo vied and interchangeably direfted and applied 


init the 
CWCS. 


$ocordium. 


J | pologic, and a- by Aeſculepins himſclfe, according to the nature of the diſcalc, the ſtate of 
| the affeted therewith, and the qualities of the remedies appliable therce- 


ynto, 
The ingredients of all which are conuecicd inthe Chapters following , 
fitted as particular due receipts of the ſame , Whercot the firſt hich three 


more large ones according to theconliſtance of rhe matter handled therein, 


The firſt wheteof containeth the names, natures, and manifold kiades 
and differences of Excommunication. 

The ſecond comprizeth and importeth the truc end and ſcopeofallchoſe 
kindcs and differences of Excommunication aboue named, withſomelitle 
infuſion of gnomicall Diuinidic, touching one ſpecall point for proceeding 
thereby againſt ſome kinde of perſons, aftcr their conteſsions,and cfien ab- 
{>:utions thereupon. | 

Thethird giuen as an EleQuary by way of anſwereto cerraine queſtions, 
and ſundry obicions and exceptions made by diuers of theſetimes,aga2inſt 
ſome paiticularsin the managihg and exceutigg this giear cenlune of Fx- 
communication by the goucrnors and Officials of our Church, and ona 

| which 


cation, being through ignorance of the true na. * 


. andcontempr thereupon of that holy cenſure, 
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* which for many yeatcs together vntill this day Have vicd and obſerued the 
ſame. 4 

The ſecoad concerning Sub{cription hath fiue receipts comprehended in 1 male. 

ſo many chapters, 
The firit whereot (hewing that Subſcri; tion is not ſuch a heauy and'hey+ 

nous matter as many would wake the world belecue, thereby ro draw cn- 

uy and obloquy vpon the thing it ſelfe, and the vryers of the ſame. 
The ſecond declarcth the true nature and end of the inuenting and vr- 

ging of any kiad of Subſcripuon, by the prudent gouernors of any Church 

or itace, 

{ The third relateth the auncicnt, conſtant, & generall vſc of this kinde of 

proceeding inthe Church of God, and all other kindes of ſocieties and 

L 
4 


© 


Incorporations whatlocuer. : 
The fourth conuincerh the abſolute neceſsitic rhereofin any well ordered 
goucrnment and ſecurely citablilhed fate, by all wiſe forelight and iuſt pre- 
ucntion. 
The fit af92rdeth reaſons both tothe weake and obſtinare, why they 
' may and ouzht to yecld hereunto, with ſome auſwer s allo rotheir jgnorant 
and friuolous obietions to the contrary. | 
The third priicribed about the due vic of the Crofle, hath ſeuen ſpecial] Aſclepiodotes; 
, receipts accor.{ing to the diſtempers ol ſundry perſons diuerſly conceipred f ; 
| and atfctcd againſt it, & many waicsſcandalized and offended thereby , as 
| they lay. 
| The fact whereof intreateth of the lawfulneſſc and neceſhity of Ceremo- 
nies in.genecal, and inal} folzmne, publiquz, and more eſpecially all holy - 
6 adminiſtrations wharſoeucr, and how far the OY may 
ſtretch for the determining of aily to be vicd in particular: thereby che ber. 
ter to eſtabliſh the conſciences, and ſerting ( as it were, the wauwith ſto- 
4 mackes of the aforenamed) tor entertaining the particulars that follow, 
C The {zcond enquireth of the Crolle,and findeth ic to bein the nuwber of 
$ indifferent and lawiul Ceremonics ; yea and neceflary alſo, being once cume 
manded by the Magiſtrate, 
? ' The third adnoucherth the gencta! allowance of this Crofle by the pra- 
1 Aiſe of auncient times, and judgement of Icarned Fathers, with their reaſons 
[  fortheinuenting and retaining caercof,and othet iudicious late Writers ac- 
3 cordingly, . | 
| 1 he fourth examineth and anſwereth thoſe many reaſons alledged, and 
ſome ofthem bur lately coined,to prove the belt yle of this Crefſe, or any 
| other ſuch Ceremonies to be ſimply wicked, to be not onely in their vie, 
y but euen in themſclues, and in their owne nature vreerly vnlawfuil, 

The fitt encountereth with that one moſt ſtubborne conceipr, and irre- 
moueable humour of ſome that would necdes have it accidentally vnlawtul 
at the leaſt, and that eſpecially becauſe it hath 'beene ſo much ! abuſed, 

and very commonly ſometimes made and ſer vp for a greate 1doll in the 
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The fixt endeuourerh to purge all ofthat pecuiſh and moſt filly conceipte 
ofall other, prerending and preſuming vppon their Chriſtian liberty to neg» 
lce& the vſc of this ceremony,and to viulaic any other good order & humane 
conſticuygon whatſlocuer, | / | 

The ſeucnrhand laſt remouech that m:lancholike} and braynſick op:nion 
81d conceipe of lo many 55anda!s,or at the lerit io many occafions of ſcan- 
d3!s, waichare ſuppoled and imagined to ati'e trom the vic of this Crolle, 
which fancy having / francd, and no louad tudgement from any true1u:c of 
pradticall divin:ty{lorting lome anlwers theruive according to the Nature 
of the ovietions)we with them all keatenly Phylicke , and leave them to 
the prayers and other good helpes irom iaany wile, godly, and lcarncd a- 
moogil vs. | 


The Errata, 
Epiſt.Dedicat.p:6.1.19.for eſſe read eZ. p.11.1.24.for occur- 
re:1t5,r accurrants.P.1y .1.20.for permiſſhon,r. commiſſion. 1bi. 
ve dileſcat,r.newileſcat,p.2 6 1.32.pur out the firſt and.p. 32.1.2 5 
for or,r.but.p.3 5.1.9.for particular,r.particulars,p.47.lin.2 3. 
foran yniuerlall,r,any p,57.1.6.for one, read due p.6; .1.6.for 
like,r.lawfull.p.67.1. j,infert chis ſenrence. Hirron. in Epiitola 
ad Lucinium,vag.72, Nec hoc dico quod dominicts grebrs irinnaen- 
dum putem,& contextas {exaninta dicbe ferie auferam : [ed v1a- 
queque prowincia abner ſuo ſenſu, -precepta maiorum leges As 
poſtolicas arbitr-tar.p.7 6.10 the marg.put out, as Bell.1ymne, p. 
78.1.2.for fats,r.falts,p.81.1.3 ;.for Antichrilt,r. Antichriſt, 
P $41.3 5, tor conſcience of ſome, r.conſcience of fine, p.s 

.18.putout xe inch: ticie of che Chap.p.96.1.34.tor tolerent, 


reade tolerent, 
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A TRIPLE ANTI- 
DOTE AGAINST CER- 


raine very common Scandalles of this 
time,which like infetions and epidemicall diſeaſes * 
haue generally annoyed moſt ſorts of people 
awongſt vs, poiſoned alſo not a fewe , and 


divers wayes plagued and affli- 
Red the whole State, 


CHAP. I. 


Containing the names, natares and m anifold kinds and dif- 
ferences of Excommunication. 


» o 
=<XE Sh Xcommuaication beeing the hi 
— — cenſure of all Ecclefiaſticall a. 
OY £” from which the other rwo of Subſcri 
V in p) tion andthe Croſle with all ſuch de- 
V/=22 Scent and proficable ceremonies doe 
I& naturally ariſe; and the lawfulnes and 
P gneceſſity ofthele latter depending for 
£4 che molt part vpon the former : I haue 
| laced the ſame inthe forefront (as it 
were) of thoſe many nals and encounters , which by all 
kind of peoplcalmolt in this complayning and murmuri 
age haue beenemade againſt themall, but eſpecially agai 
the trueth, power and vſe of excommunication . Which ac- 
cordingto the name and naturethercof, I haue firſt ofall en- 
devoured todefine after this manner : Namely(as the word 


expoundcth it ſelte) Excommunication'in the moſt generall 
| C ſenſe 


4 communi bono 


- ſeparatio, 


Prixee [ecundum 
pre ſcientiam: 
2. C4vſam. 

2 Operationem. 


| 4retributionem 


f#l.2047, 


Excemmunicatio 


ſerqte,docth more largely expreſle making 


4 triple Antidote, 
ſenſe and acception thereof is nothing els buta ſeparation 
from ſome common benefite , of which any formerly haue 
beene,or otherwiſe might haue been partakers : which is the 
common receiued definition by the Schooles and Canons. 
Which being ſomewhat too generall for our purpoſe ,aſter 
certaine diuiſions of theſe Jarger termes , wee hope at the 
length to jen Ib the full f\umme and ſubſtance thereof in as 
ſhort a compatli 


eas ſo greata matter may be , Theſe common 
benefites and priuiledges therefore entoyed in this life, bejng 
either Eccleſtaſticall or Cuill; this rerme of Excommunica- 
tion hath beene alwaies by all ſufficient writers reſtrained to 
thoſe ſpeciall graces and fauours, which belong properly to 


| the Church: and ſo this cenſure is to be defined accordingly, 


to bea debarring and ſeparation from the Church : which al- 
fo being cither vi{ble, or 1nu1fible , the trueth and nature of 
this excommunicationnuwſt be in like manner examined and 
diſtinguiſhed ro be aſeparation from the viſible or inviſible 
Church. Of which diſtin&ion ſundry reaſons may be giuen, 
which briefly may be compriſed intheſe two poſitions, from 
which many more particujars may eaſily be colle&ed |; firſt, 
that the knowledge,order, and proceeding incither of theſe 
kindes are very much differing; both in reſpe& ofthe per- 
ſons cenſuring,accuſing, or offending, as alſo ofthe defaults 
and puniſhmenes thereunto belonging; the onebeing alwaies 
certaineafter one manner, becaule God (as wen Bad well 


obſcrueth) whois the high Iudge in that priuy Court, doth. 


ſreall things cuermore as they are, and iudgeth accordingly 
by his preſenc mercy and preſent juſtice : taking all ations 
and perfony as he findeth them,and ſo his word and miniſtry 
thereof, with all otker meanes belonging to this Excommuni- 
cation,proceed by the ſame order and degree: the other'very 
yariable (fromthe viſible Church) and vncertaine , taking 
knowledge,and giuing order for perſonall cauſes accordin 
to particular allegations and proofes (as they ſay ) : Ahh 
Hugo de ſantl: in his booke ds Sacraments legis naturalis & 
Glee kindes of 
| mdge. 


2 
-% 
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judgements . Secondly, becauſe oneand the ſelfe ſame p 


erſon 
may be admitted and allowed for gz communicant in the one, 
which happily hath no intereſt nor fellowſhip in the other: 
and ſo conrrarily the ſame perſons may by courſe and order 
of lawes and proceeding in ſome caſes be remoued from ſome 
part of the viſible Church , which keepe their place firme 
and ſure inthe inwiſtble, , as 1, Timorby (hap. 5.verſe.24. and 
2.Samwuel (yap.16.veirſe,7,is plainely auouched that God ſe- 
ethnotas man ſeeth , and { v6 ſome mens {innes goe before 
vnto iudgement,and ſome follow after. Now this Excommu. 
nication from the inuifible Church is onely infallibly known 
and exerciſed by God ; whoalone knoweth whoare his. 
2.7im.chap.2.ver{.19.And how at all times cuery one ſtan- 
deth or falleth ro himſelfe the great maſterof all. Rem, 4. 
verſ.4.yet hath hee appointed certaine perſons to whome a 
ſpeciall commiſſion is directed co proceedein this inward and 


| high Court of conſcience, and by which ſpeciall, meanes (as 
by cerraine fignes and beſt conieures) the knowledge of e- 


uery one his eſtate and freeholde (as it were) intheinuifible 
Church and true fellowſhip with God and his Sainrs may be 
diſcerned : which meanes the learned haue called voluntatew 


_ feni(being indeed fgne voluntary) ſubordinateto that infalli- 


ble preſcience and predeſtination of God , by which toge- 
ther with theſe ſfignes and meanes, which for that end-are pre- 
pared andappointed by God, all are delivered from their mi- 
ſcrable eſtateand fellowſhip with the diuell and Church ma- 
lignant and received inco this inuifible Church and compa- 
ny,whoſocuer they are that are ar any time ſo receiued'( as 
Saint »{ugnſtine in many places learnedly ſheweth) : which 
fignes and meanes ſpecified in the word of God , and com- 


monly called and vnderſtood by thoſe generall graces of 
faith and repentance, being foundin any, or ceſtified by any 
outward ſ1gnes to thoſe Commiſſanes of God ( as I may fo 
terme them aboue named)(o farre as they can , or ought to 
1udge,according to their rites of commiſſionand proceeding, 


to bein any or otherwiſe ro be wanting z ſoarethey iwudged 
C2 and 
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and allowed for meere partakers and communicantes with 
- thatheauenly ſociery , being qualified thereunto by the fore 
mer graces,or els to be wholly vnworthy and qur of the ſame, 
and fo bcrfg admirred or excluded by theſe ſtewards, Gods 
miniſters (whome God hath appointed and none other , as 
ſhall beſhewed heteafter ro deale inthat high Court of his ) 
or pronounced privately or more openly ſo to be:wharſocuer 
they (hall doe in that behalfe according to-che'tenour oftheir 
commiſſion and order of their court roules {which is thetruth 
and ſcope of holy ſcriptures)ſhall be ratified and confirmed 
in heauen, both for the pardon of ſinne which is the kingdom 
of grace inchis life, Job.20,verſ.2 ;.and the full ſlate of glory 
' forcuer inheauen, ſat,16,vers.19. In regard whereot this 
excommunication from the inuifibie Churchyſo.farre foorth 
hs asitmay be awarded,or any way iudicially + he's in by 
Definitio ent man,may thus be defcribed:; ro bee that | ju frhe power of 
Car ectſts, che keyes,whereby vpon the fignes and cuidences of infide- 
lity,hercfie, irrepentance or ſuch like,cuery true miniſter doth 
pronounceany to be in the ſtateof Gods wrath , and out of 
che fellowſhip and communion of Saints. Which power albeit 
Saint e-Lw ooins giuerh ſometimes to priuate mens admoniſh. 
ments and exhortations(ſaying thereupon cohortatorit,as Lu- 
ther obſeructh him, and che other learned fathers to ſpeake 
many times) Ligaſſs ant ſoluiſti fratrem : yetis this no whit of 
this nature and kind whereof weintreat,this being an exhors 
cation or counſelt , and a common worke of charity belong- 
ing toll Chriſtians:the other a 1udgement or a ſolemne and 
peculiar iudicall proceeding, performed alwayes by Gods 
} miniſters onely and licutenants in this behalfe:wherein God 
deales by themasa King doth by his Iudgesandother imme- 
diate officers for any ſtate occaſion; whereinalchough many 
haue ſkill and can giue counſel] and aducie,yet areno(charters 
(quoadin as weelay) pardons or judgements whatſocuer of 
3 validiry and force to carry or confirme any thing for. or a- 
| | gainſt any, except they be pronounced or otherwiſe ſcaled 
| and warrantedby thoſe who are called and deſigned to re- 
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* at - 
4, » » Mas. Ih 3s. 1 
»- - b Da My « '; as pv. - - . 
T po . ” 1 0 a ta _ 
ky —_ . F- _— +, NB? _ CIS ol 


Y at a” 7 d 4 
Se we. bak 8. 4 " _ 

: : 7 þ - bo , _ we Wh 

Y 1 4 % My. "I 3-4 Ap p 
& . - TEST 4 N y T * 20 . We # \* | 
+ Wa. : F.- Nye. 7 4 
FX & * ” . a6, 
= - 
* rei 4h, Ste ON! Flax 0 A 
A HED Ne a I OI 
" F F . 1 at . I 
5 " - - By «<D of 
* $ 6. 
I ES - S- 8 * ax. Y FI 


i : 5 4 
SE 2., 13 Ck Abbe, 7» 
A WE tA Ac Bui , - 
Af l * 74 al - " - — —_ 
4® 4 ny : A al 1 a+ . 7 
" < . 


AWE ©. - = o_ G + . of x Pp SY ro b —_ 
= © n - s. » . ol RE * * « : - c X's aw , bx — - WAY 
AY... 4 . Y " < : « EY 4 : > » "x7 
” "REES EEO yr 1 n _ BY ;+ + 
P = o = g Y ” | Fi " £ 
- 


reſentand ſupply the Kings place and perſon in any of the 
Ewe. And V5. —__ bri fl this firſt Sade of "wv bind 
cation, which refpeCterh indifferently all kindes of people 
that haue ſoules ro be ſaued:and may, yea oughtto be exerci- 
{cd in all places where any true miniſters found, albeirthere 
be no order or powereſtablithed according to the nature of a 
viſible Church,or other ordered goucrriment whatſoeuer:For 
, fois the nature of the ocrher excommunication which wee 
madero be fromthe viſible Church z whereinalwayes- ts re- 
quired ſome coinpany lwuing vnder forme of outward go- 
uernment, by which lawes may be made and enacted for this, 


or atthe leaſt ſyme other kinde of ſeparation fromthe ſame; . 


for ſo Saint Paw/ſpeaketh of a company to be gathered toge- 
ther, as from which that inceſtuous perſon was to be remoued 
by his owne cenſure : which alſo may appeare by all other 
| ſuch ſeparations which euer haue beeneread of, orareas yer 

praiſed in the world:wherein by ſome kind. of power elta- 

liſhed amongſt ſome company liuing vader gouernement 
(beir of one kind or other) certaine perſuns haue beene ex- 
cluded oftentimes (according to the diſcretion of the gouer. 
nours thereof ) from the face and {ellowſhip of ſome vilible 
Church: Which alfo according to the cauſes and diuers kinds 
of operation,and proceeding - oragainlt any,this kinde of 
excommunication muſt againe be divided inro that which by 
violence without cauſe , and againſt all order and reaſon is 
oftentimes denounced:and that which vpon iult cauſe,or by 
ſome kinde of order at the leaſt is commenced and executed 
for theſeparation'ofany from the viſible Church z che firſt 
whercof may be called excommunicatio vielentie, {uchas were 
exerciſed by Tyrants againſt many atrue member both of the 
viſible and inuifible Church : the other not vnfich> termed 
excommunicatio ordmi in which by ſome orderly proceeding 
and vnder ſome courſe of Lawe and conſtitutions iuſt or va- 
 tuſtany areremoued from any ſuch company and priuiledges 
belonging thereunto : which alſo being as all judgements are 
as the Schooles diſtingiuſh IF 6 defiled and tain- 
z , Z 
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according to trueth and equity:ſo likewiſe is this excommunj- 
e4tio ordmu whereby good /eremie and our, Sauiour Chriſt 
himſelfe /obn 7 ,were by ſuch orders(as thoſe times did afford 
Abſtantei(as the word in [eremie importerh) and debarred,at 
the leaſt from many priuiledges of that Church and time ( as 
the word er»evr «yay may by Eraſirs his own acception or any 
others {ignifie)as well as that inceſtuous perſon moſt iuſtlic 
by Pax/tram the company and priuiledges of the Church of 
Corinth.But to tye our felues to thar excommunication which 
by good orderand ypon iuſt and neceſlary cauſe is alwayes 
awarded,reſting inthe hands & power of cucry true Church 
and company gathered together in the name of Chriſt, to 
profeſle bis name and ſcruice,that alſo hath ir differences and 
diſtintions : for ſo by the Schooles and Kanons —_ ſuch 
hauebeene inuented, whereof that of excommunicatio maior 5 
evinor,the greater and the le(le, may very well fic our purpoſe. 
According to the vſe of this greate cenſure by a!l Chriſtian 
Churches in the world. Which vpon the aſſiſtance art the laſt 
of Chriſtian magiſtracy , and by their owne ſpeciall decrees 
and conſtitutions thereabour, haue extended the power of 
this cenſure tothe debarring of thoſe that are ——_— there- 
by from many common priuiledges, whereof che ciuill eſtate 


 maketh them otherwiſe partakers:as appeareth by many ciuil 


conſticytions and ſtature Lawes in force at this preſent as» 
mong|t ys, de excommunicato capiendo,and {uch like to that pur- 

ſe. For which cauſe this excommunication by order as we 
Lins termed it forthe berrer ſetting downe the true nature of 
ir,muſt onceagaine be diuidedinto that which is meerly ec- 
clefiaſticall,as proceeding onely and wholly from that power 
ofthe kEjes whichare giuen co the Church , for the ruling 
and ſauing offoules;or els into that which is ciuill (abuſuely 
ſo called and =dyx5-=6t as we fay)or laſtly,partly eccleſiaſtical 
and partly ciuill; according co which are moſt proceedings 
therein for the oueward mm of any Church at this 


day.That which 1s called eccleſiaſticallis ſo wholly cſtated " 
| the 
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Againſt certaine common Scandals. 7 
ehe perſons of Church gouernours, asthar if there were no 
ciuill Magiſtrate inthe world, yet would and ought they to 
claimeand ſhew their authority and power : if according to 
thetrue ends and vſes thereof( hereafter more particularly ro 
be ſer downe) the Church ſhall iudgeir fit or neceſſary foto 


| be awarded. And no ciuill power hath any more to doe with Author of late 


lt aſſertions for 
Church Dilci- 
pline, 


it, then (as the lateſt exceptor and pleader himſelfe again 
many things therein confeſ{crth and proueth by the authoricy 
of Biſhop Horne and DoRor Biiſon, both reuerend fathers of 
one Seca in our Church)ic hathro doe with making miniſters, 
conſecracing Churches, immediate making of ( hurch Canons 
for do&rine,& caſes of c6{cience adminiſtration of the word 
and Sacraments,and ſuch like,which ſowe princes of this king= 1, the prefaces | 
dome and all other wiſely poſleſſed with the truerh of theſe tocentane 1n» 


matters,haue euermore diſclaimed , Howbeit for the other iunttions made -' | 


> ; _-in Henry 8.aad 
which concerne firſt the bodies, and outward eſtates and con Elizabe kh ror 


dition whatſocuer of any, and ſecondarily and conſequently ,,;.,., 
the ſoule and inward man _, and ſoalſo reſpeR forthe mo 
part the outward peace of the common ſtare both ecclefiaſti- 
call and ciuill,they all muſt hauc their conſideration , deter. 
mination,and proper placeaccordingly , as proceeding firſt 
from ciuill power,may be intended or remitred , continued, 
ſuſpended,or changed,and ſometimes exerciſed or inhibited 
by ciuill magiſtraces, ſoueraigne or ſubordinate . Of which 
ſortI makealltemporall puniſhments, commuration of pen- 
nance,outward ſhame,and all other bodily aflitions (where- 
of notwithſtanding that of being giuen ouer to Satan , ſome 


haue made one , albeit belonging rothe Church power al- ys _ 


wayesinſuch caſes, andthatin the higheſt degree ) wherein * 
chrough the aſllition of the fleſhinany kinde, meanes may 
0s, ocured and applied for the ſauing of the ſoule in 
the day of the Lord leſus:1.ed Corin. Cap. 5.v.5.The difference 
and true diſtintion whereof may appeare by theſe ſpeciall 
notes : firſt that Eccleſiaſticall excommunucation and all 
things concurrifg thereunto,ſo farre foorth as they are meer- 


ly ecclefialticall,concerne the ſoule and the meanes to recouer 
| any 


i p 
4 . 


.-" - Mtripie Antidote,” 
any ſecure or deſperate finner,and withall to preſerue any 0- 
cher,cr the whole Church from any further annoyance , {pi- 
rituall infeion,or any kiud of premudicethereby : butthe 9v- 
ther reſpeR firſt the body and outward man, and afterward 
happily are made profitable and appliable to the ſoules of 
any.Secondly,tharwhich we call,for better order and inſtru- 
Qion ſake,ciuill ave their ground and originall (whatſocuer 
they arc)from the ocher power which is called cull magiſtras 
cy,asthe other crouching the ſoule, the inward and ſpirituall 
{cruice of God,the peace of conicience and ſuch 7") ci 
ins vntothis cenſure, procecde from the rices and inveſti- 
tures of that other order called pricſthood, power of keyes, 
eccleſiaſticall magiſtracy , or what els belides it be called, 
ſwaruing notfrem the tructh ofthe matter it felfe : which for 
it part muſt alwayes doc that which belongeth thercunto, in 
this and all other offices, alchough there were no Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate inthe world; and doth alſo exerciſe the ſame (ac 
—_ as they ſeeit moſt fit and correſpondent to the ends 
abouenamed)1in all places,where the foote of yiolence from 
any part of the ſecular power incombreth nor, but muſt 
they ought to kiſle the Sunne in that one ſenſe and behalte ) 
proteſt and maintaine the rights, power and priuledges of 
the ſame. Thirdly,thoſe proceedings herein which are meecrly 
ciuil,or mixt' ſometimes of both, according to their ſcuerall 
ends,quthors,and originals,doe principally, and for the moſt 
part,reſpe& rhe common policy ofthe whole State, and that 
which 'is Ciuil as well and more particulary many cmes, as 
that which is.Ecclefiaſticall,albeir they oug he to agree 1n all 
things together,as Hippocrates his Twinges, All which mighc 
be (foe inthe manifold particulars , which inthe vſe of 
this cenſure, haue been added, partly by the ciuill Magiſtrate; 
and further inucnted by the 1ummediate Goucrnours , ynder 
ctheallowance ofthe chiefe magiſtrate of ſeucrall Churches, 
for chebcttcr ſtrengthning, and more orderly and profitable 
executing this or any other cenſure, whichany iudicious rea- 


dermay referre euery one(as they arenor vnknown,by _— 
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ofcheir common ratiſein the world Jeo their proper place, 
and oneof alethes, heads of this our laſt diuifion.. To 


which I defire this one thing to be adioyned , before I come 
tothe more particular defini:ion of this Excommunication: 
namely , tharalbeirchis cenſure doth properly and euermore 
of right, belong tothe power of the Church and immediate 


gouernment of foules : yet can no ſuch power exerciſe any 


| parr of ourward goucrnment,or more publique adminiſtrati» 


on whatſocuer, within theterritories and dominions of any 


 ciuill magiſtracy, wichour the ſpeciall good allowance or in- 


dulgence at the leaſt ,ofthe chicfe magiſtrate there , which in 
all places of fcrled and well ordered gouernmen: , appertai- 
_ to the ciuill power: which God in che example and type 
of {adah , among the tribes hath made the one)y lawe-giuer. 
Inſomuch as no due execution of any other their owne' moſt 
proper proceedings , can bee well performed without their 

clpc and afſiltance:which cauſed che due vſe of this cenſure 
to be ſorarely,and indeed weakly exerciſed in the primitiue 
Church,and many other Churches of later times, before ciuil 
magiſtrates werechriſtned , or this ciuill power did vnder- 
take the proteRion of the Church , or atleaſt gaue way and 
liberty for che full. execution of all Eccleſiaſticall power 
which hath beene very much curbed and ſcanted by moſt 
Chriſtian Princes inthe world . Muchleſle doe we arrogate 
any ſecular power and command, to be originally and pro- 
perl; in the perſons or ſtates meerly eccleſialticall, albeic one 
and che ſelfeſameman or ſtace,may very lawſully, and ought 


| ſometimes neceſlarily to be armed and furniſhed with them ,, x 
both(as Latber himſelfe learnedly ſheweth , and clſewhere ſonfine ad Me- 


| we hauecxamined , thatas the ciuill magiſtrate ſomerimes /«*tthonem; 
Et in poſtilla ad 

. . » E - 

or ofany other eleiue dignicy : the ſame man, burnotthe = py "55g ce 


hath been apricſt,ſo contrarily may Gods miniſter be a king, 


ſame perſon, which are diſhnguiſhed euermore, but may con- 


cur boch.in one ſubieR)bur that che enaRting of lawes , crea- podin, de reps, 
ting of magiſtrates,citations, [udiciall proceedings , and pu- & in Methods 
ni accordingly;haue their firſtbeginning and warrant "/erierom. 


alſo 
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alſo from the ciuill ſword:yeathe very outward forme of go- 

uernment, by which that part ofthe Church, which iscom- 

mitred to any ciuill Magiſtrate (who istrucly termed of our 

latcr Devines,che keeper and maintainer of both tables) com- 

monly called Church diſcipline 1s to be adminiſtred,and yn- 

der which (be it one or other) any of theſe Church affayres 

are to be eſtabliſhed , procuredand executed. , dependerh 

wholly ypon che will and authority of the chiefe magiſtrate 

inany eſtate , as himſelife may indge fitteſt forthe duc orde- 

ring of the ſame, molt agreeable to the ctuill body, and con- 

ucnient and profitable for the whole ſtate, Alwayes prouded 

7 of that the eſlentiall and mayne points expreſled 1n the word, 

or theneceſlary conſequents belonging to any perſon caule, 

or calling in theſe Ecclefiaſticall adminiſtrations , be inno 

part aboliſhed, interrupted or diminiſhed;which is all that we 

- challenge inthis Excommunication, or any otherſuch pow= 

4 er, ptiviledge , orcenſure fromany ciuill magiſtrate in the 

world.The ſumme and definition whereof, according to the 

premiſes (I meane this Excommunication from the viſible 

Church,by order of wholſome Lawes ecclefiaſticall or ciuil, 

Ti according to the true nature thereof commaunded and ex- 

Fr \- conrelan if preſſedinthe word of God) may forour better proceeding 

FF erpibecclefs, © the points thatfollow, be chus ſetdowne, Namely, to be 

; ; | chat cenſure of the Church, which proceeding from the pow- 

er of the keyes,isawarded againſt notorious offenders vnder 

. any forme or meanes , by thoſe perſons onely whome any 

Church ſhall thinke beſt co depute and aſſigne to rake know- 

ledgeofall cauſes deſeruing the ſame , and ro glue ſentence 
according to the nature thereof againſtany perſons offendin 
therein, Which although in regard ofthe extent thereof, an 

: MM uality of thecrimes and perſons offending and incurring 

= this cenſure,ic hath beene d1uided or rather diſtinguiſhed by 

- 1 ſome ſuch circumſtantiall differences of rime, longer orleſſer 

whule,places,qf and inthe Church or Churchyards,  orſuch 

like;yert for ſutmmeand ſubſtance(Thold them all one,) as by 

the true ends & ſcope of all thoſe kinds afore named,or at any 
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cime vſed by the Iewes themſclues , or any otherin their 
Church gouernmencs, ſhall more ſpecially be ſhewed in the 
next Chapter. . "LE 


Grape, [1. 

Compriſing the true end 4nd [cope of all the kindes and differences of 
Excommunication aboue named, with ſome little infuſion of gue- 
avicall D miinity,tonching one ſpeciall point for proceeding thereby, 
ag ainſt ſome kind of perſons, after their confeſſrons aud often abſo- 


Intions thereupen. | 


SI TT, E cnds therefore of all thoſe kinds of Ex. 
i communicacion, which haue beene recited in 
| 72-he former Chapter ( as appertayming any 
W F {| vay to the Church power and authonity) 


-oncerne eitherthe common good, or au0i- 

lingany cuill and imminent daunger in any 
particular Church : which by ſuffering any notorious offen- 
der vncenſured,or ſcandalouſly co reſt among them,might by 
euill example or further infeion be much annoyed,and ſud- 
denly ſubuerted:or els the priuate duty and carethe Church, 
$a a louing morher,& the miniſters thereof their ſpirituall Fa- 
thers;oughtro haue , for the regaining and recovering any 
from cherrirrepentance, 'and more ſpeciall foule ſinnes, as 
alſo by crue confeſſion of fome occaſions and occurrents 
thereunto,vpon their recciuing againe into the Church, to 
preſerue them from further daungers : andto preſcribe them 
remedies and direQions for afterward . And indeede more 
good is like to be done toward the moſt part of finners vpon 

eir confeſſions and abſolutions after theſe cenſures,then we 
ſcecometo paſle, or likely robe cffeRed, by our ordinary 
and generallpreaching , The common ground of all which 
nai obſcrued,eſpecially inthe latter inuentions for bodily 


and more ſenſible puniſhments, to haue procceded from the 
ſtrange corruption and fleſhly mindes of all mankind for the 


molt part, with whomeall other meanes of exhortations, ad- 
D 2 moni- 
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monitions, reprehenſions, promiſes, or threatnings for the 
time to TER ſuch like will lictleprevaile, ju. th ſome 
preſenc,ſenſible,temporall aflitions,,nward or outward, be 
adioyned thereunto:and therefore not one!y meancs of gricfe, 
feare,and ſhame, but other alſo more neere and outward pu- 
- niſhmenes vpon their goods, bodies,and good names for cuer, 
haue beene deuiſed and appointed,todriwethem to conſeſle 
: and leauetheir ſinnes,and by the afli tion of the fleſh(as ſaine 
Paxlrcacheth) in what kind ſoeuer,ro recouer and {aueche 
ſoule,in the day of Chriſt [efus his 1udgement| : wherein the 
Church dealeth as God himſelfe is wont with hard hearted 
and irrepentant ſinners, whome whenall other meanes faile, 
he afliteth for no otherend bur cherr owne ſaluaction , with 
many inward and outward plagues and iudgements|. In all 
which temporall and outward affli tions,this one thing oughe 
eucrmoreto be regarded by thoſe thathaue the awarding of 
| them , that ſuch particular meanes in this kind may cer Lab 
.  apphicd , as whereby the offenders might more ſenſibly be 
- touched:and notto puniſh the richer ones by the purſe, which 
they little regardzand the poorer with ſhame and bodily cha« 
Aenean wich they are wel hardned to indure : but rather 
contrariwilez that ſo atthe leaſt, they way be brought into 
order of ourward gouernment,if not to the inward reformin 
of themſclues,and fo by true and vnfained confefhion to Gol 
and man,to bereſtored againe tothe inuiſible Church: which 
all che parts and kinds of theſc latter excommunicacions aime 
at,and ſerue vnto.For fo indeed this confeſſion, and abſolut- 
onthereupon, is one of the chiefe and true ends of chis the 
greateſt cenfure of excommunicartion, and all the meanes and 
parts thereof, as might appeare by thoſe hard places in the 6, 
and 10.tothe Hebrewer, and the 18.0f Matthew ( if they be 
throughly looked into, and well compared together) asalfo 
by the praCtiſes ofthe Iewes themſciues, to the which ſome 
of thoſe places at the leaſt are referred, and by the ſame(as the 
praCtiſes of thoſe tumes)for the moſt partto be expounded: 
who werenotonly armed for their Eccleſiaſtical! eſtate with 


great 
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he greatauthoriry , buthad further power to infli 

ne JF puniſhmergs, whichthe Romanes themſclues would nor al. 

be rogether abrogate,normnchaltcr . According to whole pra» 

fe, 2 CQulc,andproportion of tructh,touching this argument con- 

u- % traincedintheformerplaces, one {peciall poine touching con- 4 
I, @& fefſſion,andabſolutionthereupon ( buteſpeciallyrhe exerci- Qyod gnemicom > 
' ſing ofchis higheſt cenſvre in ſome caſes , and againſt ſome */* 5%. | 


4 mayo I thinke fic and neceſlary to be vnfolded' : for the 
# lewcs them(elueshad not only their Confiſtory,wherein this 
Church power was cxerciſed{which Aarh. 18. is rermed by | 
the name ofthe Church)and Saint Pawl would haue diforde- 2.7h-ſſal.3.cep, 
red noted perſons carried thither (by which nothing els can 7/14: 
be meant bur this Church power(we now {peak of)refting in 
the hads & executi6 of them ro whom any particular Church 
ſhal commir che ſame for the time: )butalſo (as ELas Lemrares | 
porteth & might eaſily be gathered our of the old Teſtament In his og "2 
| (burtharothers haue caſed me ot that labour of late) and our 7, em * 
of Berterawm allo and S1wgomes,they proceeded diuerſly by out-'pe politia Iu. 
ward and remporall puniſhments , according tothe nature daxe, 
and quality of their ſaulrs. \Whic h againſt ſome perſons ,and 
in ſowe caſes,was ſo farre extended, as thatthey were neuer 
recciued into the outward fellowſhip of the Church againe, 
or at the leaſt had notthe ſentence of abſoluticn publickly 
and(quoad forum externwm,as welay)aftoorded vato them:as 
by the three words vſed by the lewes,to expreſle three kinds 
ofExcommunication may plainly be gathered . By the firſt is, 115 
; whereof they remoued more gricuous and ob(tinate ſuners 
 fromthereſt ofthar Church; by the ſecond they inflifted and Gmwm, ow 
awarded ſome more grieuous puniſhment, which might ſtick 
| bythem,as we fay, andeuen pierce, them to the heart and 
{ bones (as themſelues expound che word:) burthethird did Sets. .xnew 
 Anathemizethem to a.perpervall ſeparation, wherem they 
: ſhould remain vnto their death. Which laſt I cake it, was only 


meant of theſe ourward meanes in Church gouernment, and 
no way reſpeQting forum internum, or any ones intereſt, at the 


leaſt, for ever inthe inuifible Church : but that therein any 
61: private 
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| priuate miniſter, or member of that Church beſides, migh 

- (yeaought)to deale by all good meancs for their confirmari. 

| on againc,and recoucry:and ſothat placein Saint Pas/;1.( or 

16.verl.22. concerning eAnathema Marenarhe ( vntill the 

y Lord come) is to bee vnderſtood of all choſe that ſhould,as 
_———_, Hebr.x0.verſ.26, by their wilfull and wore then yolun 

rebellion (as I way ſoſpeake) and returning vnto their old: 

ſinnes,make bur a ſport and ſcorne ofthis Excommunication 

and abſolution, and cuca tread vader their feetethe bloud 

of the Lord lefus, then the which nothing could be more de- 

ſpightfull co the ſpiric of grace, which by this ſpecial meanes 

ar miniſtry of che Church, offereth ſuch reconciliation, fo1 

whome the Apoſtle there witneſlerh, thac there remaineth no 

more ſuch ſacrifice for thattheir ſinne , as vato whome He- 

brewes 6,ver(.4 it were not conuenient(as ſome expound the 

| * Caletanus inter. Greek word 4rd )that chis kind of repentance ar Penance a 

= tiampartm partforthe whole,orthe conſequer forall(whichthe Schools 

SumMMe. .. "and ſome of the fathers call ſecond Baptiſme or abſolucion) 

de ſhould be any more offcred, by which they might be renew- 

Hieroom wn Epiſt, ed,chatts,receiued any more into the viſible Church : which 

Avg.lib.zo. places to be vnderſtood and expounded of that inward gift 

II_ and grace of true repentance, whichioyneth alwaycs certain- 

#flion our 1y and inſeparably to God, and the inuiſible Church,were a- 


Conteſlion our ; 
daily Bypriſme, gainſt che whole courſe, tenour and purport of holy Scrip-= 


tures , which promiſe reconciliation atall times and admit. 
rance againe to cuery truly repentant ſinner into the inulſible 
'Church, whereof God onely and no mortall man can iudge 
or diſcerne. Howſocuer in the caſes before named,they whom 
ſuch matcers do concerne(rhe Gouernours 1n any part of the 
viſible Church)are raughr and enioyned by the places before 
| Lired, to keepe this order and decorum ; becauſe otherwiſe 
chere would be no order or diſtinRionat all,zbut the bloud of 
Chriſttogether with chis cenſure, and all other holy admini- 
ſtracions would infinitely be prophaned of all deſperate ſin- 
nersz who would make no more of this matter, but to finne 
and be abſolued againe: which were not onely troubleſome 
ro 
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cothe miniſters, bur much more | ang iciall co the peace and 
lafery ofany Churchzand therefore God himſelfe is faid, Heb. 


12,ver(.17.inche matter of E/a» his refufall, and putting off” 


from his birthrighe , chat he found art Gods hands nor his fa- 


thers(then Gods immediate miniſter in chis behalfe)any place 


3 forrepentance: chart ,for the recouery of that outward fauour 


(which yet was a further pledge and Sacrament,as it were of 
berter chings) for of his ſpeciall ſaluation { asno man can 
iudge)ſo this place hath no meaning . And more eſpecially 
for {/a5» his marke, about which the learned wrice and differ 
ſo much,and driving from Gods face,as neuer to be admitted 
againeinrto the viſible Church, howſocuer for procreations 
fake God(the only Iudge then Eccleſiaſticall & Cimly ſpared 
his life. And indeed (o farre 1s this place,or any of the other 
before alledged,or any where to be tound in theold or newe 
Teſtament, from giuing any ſ1gnes or diteions to any parti- 
cular perſons, or Church in generall to rake knowledge , or 

iuc judgement ofany to haue committed the finne againſt 
. holy Ghoſt, as that(I thinke)no humane cenſure hath c- 


® yer had any warrant or permiſſion from any part of Gods 
3 word ſo muchasto inquire, or to take any knowledgethere- 


of ; being only known to God himlſelte as aboueſaid, who a- 
loneknoweth who they be that will continue in finall impe- 
nirency vnto the end. Howbeit for that other crplacton be 
fides theſe former examples of the [ewes, and God himſelf in 
the caſes of (ainand £/as,itmay be obſerued to betheprattiſe 
ofall politique proceedings,ſuch as thi praQtiſe & particular 
in Excommunication 15: in whichit is moſtſolemneand ge- 


- nerall,notto ſuffer their fauours,pardons,and indulgences too 
- often to beabuſed; for ſo we lee that notorious offenders for- 


+ merly branded for their often outrages, are not permitted by 
* ourLawes toclaime the benefit of common pardons . So in 


* the ſecond booke of the Inſtitutions for the Canon law, (ap. 


| 


- 


OR X 
wed; 
F | 


de reonſſion. & panitemtys:Solemnu peenitontid, ve dileſcat Ecclefie 
anthorit as,iterarinon debet: and Saint Pauthimſelfe commaun- 


ded Titws,cap,3-verl.10.to giue ouer(as the Greeke word im- 
[14 porteth) 
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- x6 | ft = 
porteth) reaſoning ordealing in this kind ,with any foule he- 
| retick, after certaine admonitions and cenſures vſed for his re- 
couery:being 4vreaarexgcr G45 inthe ſame place aboue named. 
ch And ſo much for the true and proper ends of Excommunica- 

ef tion, with the ſpeciall kinds and degrees thereof:Now follow | 
| cerraine queſtions in the next Chapter tobe conſidered of , 
which happely may berrer —_— ſome chings in theſe for- | 


mer chapters, which yet haue beene purpoſely fer downe for | 
the more calie diſcerning and full {5 8 of the ſame, 


Crap. III. 
Cont aining anſwers to dertaine queſtions and ebieQHions , made by di- 
were of theſe 11ers againſt ſome particulars in the managing and | 
executing ths great cenſwre of Excommunication, 


* 


£EGREHE queſtions yſually made and obie- | 
—þ Qed diverſly by che manifold excep- 
A P tors again(t che tructh and power of ' 
(2 & this Excommunication, may be redu- 
pt y”.ccd tothele ſpeciall heads, as they fol. 
= 22 low in order to be handled. Firſt,how | 

« SS < ©, farre this cenſure (as it i Eccleſiaſti- 
- WOY PER call)may extend it (elfe; 'being,as ſome -: 
| merry gentlemen and quaint Lawyers | 

of lattertime hauein reproche thereof caſt foorth, a bocrom- 
leſle gulfe, which they nor any other could cuer ſound, nay 
yetthe originall and ground from whence both ir and all E- # 
piſcopall power do proceed, eſpecially as they are exerciſed 
{ now adayes in moſt places ofthe world, To which] anſwer, © 
firſt,that if they could be as wel cemented to giue vnro Chriſt | 
that which is his by the power of the ſpirituall \word(which 
ſhould cauſethis acknowledgement )as they are enforced by | 
temporal Lawes and power to giue vnto Ceſer that which 1s 3 
duevito him, they would neuer occupy their heads, and 
tongues with ſuch queſtions ſauoring ſtrongly of diſdain and * 
enue, if not palpable ignorance, in this cleere light ofthe © 
Goſpel: ; 


_ tothe viſible Church,is ds wh cothis mini 


PIAYE”.". 2 


Aineridrom 
the Goſpell:for in a word this power of theirs.is as well from 
abouezs any other ſubordinace power , vader Chriſt ,. who 
being the grear Biſh»p of ſoules, hathappoimed his holy mu 
niſtery., and annoynted them wich ſpectall grace and power 
for che gonernemenc of ſoules by all thoſe outward meanes of 
rr the word in any kind or manger, giving theſacra» 
ments , admitting into the Church vpon confeſſion and. ac- 
knowledgement of checruc faith, and (hutting out for the re- 
nouncing the ſame, ablo'uing and receiving them againe'vp- 
on repentance prolc fled,and ſuch like inany of the. parts 'of 
this Excommunication beſides, .which God hath made pro- 
per. to this ſunRion(as hath beene aboue declared.) And ſo 
notonly that ſpeciall power and commiſſion to deale with 
the conſcience and inward maninall matcers appertayning 

lery: and c< 
very particular annoiued with che leaſt partof thatholy ole, 
butalſoa kindof cxcernall power and iuriſdition,properly, 
alſo Eccleſiaſtical, reſpeCing all che meanes aboueſayde, and 
all other ng which —_ and deny concerne the - 
ſou!c,and che meanes for the peace, ſafcry,and well ordeti 
the ſaine 18 the kingdomeofgrace,and preparing and: fire - 
them for the kingdomeof glory.lnſtance and cuide potc 
whereof,is affoorded in this one practiſe, for many 6. 


- 
—_ 


the 2s mitive Churchzin which thele Church gouernors only 
£00 


e knowledgeand carc of all choſe that gave their names 
vnto Chriſt, aud were thereupon after conteſſion of tac faith, 


admitted into theranke and order of their {{atecnmens, and ſo 
afterivard were reckoned in che number of the viſible Church 
(as Saint Angeoſting confellcrh of him(elk :)whoalſo afterwards 
falling fromtharfaich;ornotliuing worthy ofthe ſame, after 
all good meaney,v{cdaxis ſpecified more parucularly by our 
Sauiour Chriſt, Mer.18.v.17.and was alwaycs inforcein the 
primitive Church,as by Heb. x 0.6 other places may be | 
red) and yet perſiſting inthar their ynworthineſle of ſuch g 

fellowſhip were recurned backe againe by the ſame power of 
the.Chucch vato cheir former eſtate : and. were no otherwiſe 


E accounted 
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accountedof then as ifthey were Publicans or Heathen: Aer, 
r8,v.17. thatis,fuch axhad nothing co dot withthat ſpeciall 
Church ofthe lewes which was the onely Church viſible ar: 
chat time, The like may be ſayd of all decrees and conflitun- 
ons , made by the jmmediate gouernours of any particular 
Church, forthe derermining of all controverſies,and expoun- 
ding of Scriptures according to the rules of faich and man- 
ners; and cheir fpeciall prefcri1bing meanes and direftions to- 
penirents, and ſuch like(as Phyſicians are wontro their pati- 
ents )and giuing orders for the ſafe keeping of the dotrine of 
faich and manners, and the preventing of all things concrary 
ro che ſame, ' commonly procured by herceticks and fehiſina« 
.ecks, Wherein alfo that their power forthe vrging of Sub- 
ſcription , proceeding from this of Exconmnunicationto all 
things ſer downe by chem nor contrary to the generall rules 
of faich and manners,conſiftech and appeareth (as is further 
declaredin thenexr treariſe.)In which reſpett Saint Paw gaue 
ſuch charge in fo many places'vato Temethie for rhe carcfull 
keeping of that depoſirum and forme of wholfome 'wordes: 
1.71w.6.v.20.And Rexel.2.ver.14 and 15. God requireth it 
ef the Afizell, and noneother( who by all mens conteffion re- 


preſenceth the Church power inthac place) chatthe:dofrine 


of Belaam,and of the Nicholanans,and the hererickes them- 


ſelues,werenotrepreſled by him and that Ecclefiaſticall po- 


wer,whereof that Angellwas head and ſuperintendent , by 
ſachmeanes of admonition, conturation,comftion , andſo 
conſequently(if neede required JExcommunication : which 
are euermore properto the Church care and power. Albeir in 
that infancy ofthe Church in all places there was a great 
mixing of both powers(as appeareth by the Apofiles them- 
ſclaes) who called Councels'in their ownename, forthe berter 


ſtrengthning that their weake ſtate and beginnines, Nrooke * 


ſome wichtemporal puniſhments, and with death alſo in ſome 
caſes:which alſo vncill Chriſtian Magiſtrares did prore&tand 
maintaynethis power,rights and authority of the Church,was 
pratiſed in many places after the Apoſtles time, whereſoever 
the 


42 «©. SOR © > ani - »- gre 
0 & A - : _ 
my — Con er) - ne Y- 3: F7 S 


_ ——_— 
PRES. , o . 
—_ "%. . "x LY. IX y Þ nat P ww -- he *. "# my : 
N "Ra.. 
= 


' wvnroiefelfe)to make Lawes,ordayne Magiſtrates,puniſh'of- 


, doe acknowledge the cimll magiſtrate in all cauſes ſupreme 
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the violence of ting tyrantes did not reſtraynethe 
Frdarerediedgres behalfe:whichis wone , and ſo iuſtly 
may,yeaoughtindeede(as well as any otherincoporation left 


fenders, and ſuch like, whereby thar their ſtate may bee better 13 
ordered and preſcrued. Howbeir, which inthe ſecond place [ 41 
anſwer andiscuermoreto bee remembred (according as wee 
-haucalſo obſerued before) no power whatſocuer properlic 
belongingto the Church , or cls annexed by any meancs 
thercuntoy can be exerciſed in any parrofthe world , vader 
civil Magiſtracy,wichout the authority or good leaucat the 
leaſt of the commaunders therein:nor any Lawes made or ra- 
tified without aſſent and leaue ofthe ciuill power : as vnder 
which,and from which all other Externall power hath all his 
outward motion, as the molt principall members of any natu- 
rall. body vnder their proper head: as all Chriſtian Churches 


headand goucrnour(howſocuer that word Head without:any 
ſuchiuſt cauſe;I chinke)hath beene of late muſliked of ſome) |, ,, _ " 
euenas many good Popesalſo , betore that chayre of peſli- ,, 1 Grogoris + 
lence was fully ſeated amongſtthem , did call the Emperors May 1 ad Maus 


of their times,rhcir gracious Lords. And yet notwithſtanding rii=m.& lib.n. 2 
as the other principall parts of the body(the Liuer for exam- j 7 4 — mY 
ple)hath immediate motion and operation from it ſclte,as wel 
as that other from the head; and as che mferiour orbes of the 
Stars and circles of heauen are moucd as well by theyr owne 
naturall courſes as by that generall-metion which is obſerued 
co carry all other with it,and vnderit : fois itin this enter- 
courſe of politiqueadminiſtrations, Eccleſiaſtical and ciuil, 
both interchaungeably compared and confidered together: 
neither may the proper orders and proceedings ofthe onebe : 
eruely ſaydero be any more preiudiciall or contrary to the : | 
other,then the Liuer in his proper operations to the. heart or 
head, from whichichath his continuall life and motion:wher- 
as the.God of nature harh in his wiſedome and prouidence di- L 
uerſly difpoſed ofthemin that genera! communion(their pro. 
| | E 2 perties 


do. MM. . 


20 | « V? | | p FS +3 IE 
pn andfun&ions cvermore reſerued to themſchues)as thar 
oure and wiſe high Prieſt rolde Yez4eb hovw ic ap ined 
not vnto hjmco meddle in any parr of the Prieſt his office: 
howſocuer in other things they were ſubie& ynto them,;cuen 
vatotheir placing and di placing : and indecde here is no 
more ineffef,then as houtholders rule in the houſe, and mar- 
tiall menfor their orders of warre, which yet hope no way 
wichſlid that other which we call the chicfe power.To which 
purpoſe alſo1s that other (traine, and furcher extent ofthis'ca- 
- wl,tharany ſuch power ſhould be warranced by God, and ſo 
allowed co bce in force vader any wel ordered government: - 
whereinthe ciuill and chiete Magiſtrate hath nothin to doe 
for thediſcerning andawarding thereof, much flees hane 
powerand authority to repeate orreuerſc the ſame, and oro 
reſtore any perſon cenſured chereby of this kingdome, to for- 
rain Eccleſiaſfical power of laiw{asiris thoughr.)Inſomuch as 
one of the daintieſt praRiſers of theſe dayes,th a {ad and ſober 
conference had with ſome of our graueſt ,. did calt it our (1 
cannot tell how)ehar he could never ſound the depthand my- 
" Reeriesot Epiſcopall Iurifdiion in generall,and of theſe pro- 
| pag-77.78 ceedings for Excommunication in ſpeciall. And moreplainly 
% FR _—_— and grolly our late pleaders.,as well tor their innocents(as 
—m _ | terme them ) and as may cruely call the other very finfull 
OP aſſertions for their new diſcip!ine, haue made both the power 
it felfe, and much morecke due praQtiſe and exerciſe | thereof 
very dangerous forany cftate , and moſt preiudiaalt co the 
. royallprerogariues,yeathe.yery Crowne and.dignity(as they 
moſt ignorantly , flanderouſty ( ifnot indcede blaſphe- 
- mouſly hauc obieed) of Chriſtian Princes , making itche 
greateſt meancs for Ancichriſt his clyming ſo high ,| and the 
yery Itirrop tothe Pope his mounting inco his faddle. Toall 
which, albcic I haue aunſ{wered ſomewhatin a larger treatiſe 
which I purpoſed ſhould hauc becne the elder brother, but 
thac this like rough Eſas hathfor iuſt and good cauſe(l hope) 
haſtned formoſt,and preuented the other, which was cucnrea. 
dy to come foorth firſt, and like vato Hecob, may _— vs 
. elder 
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elder by the-heele:) yer muſt i briefly adioyne ſomewhat to, 
that which hathgþecne a, lirtle before aunſwered inthis: be- 
halfe,tharmay more rey quench,jifnot kijl the heateand 
AON 

ueliſhobieRions, Firlt therefore they might as well except 
againſt che miaiſtery ofthe word and Sacraments, the Ordi 
nazion,or degrading of miniſters, conſecrating of Churches, 
and ſuch like many more z, which as yetnane of theſeexcep. 
tors , norany other durſt divorce fromchar holy orderand 


power ofPrielthood(as without any crueaffence ir may bee 
| Called)or. to. make them any way comman to any Prince-and 


ciuil power whatiogucr, Second:y. the heartmay, as well beg 
arraigned of treaſon againſt che head and whole bady, as this 
power of the keyes,and any particularadminiltration there- 
of may bec tudged ab wary co the ſupremacy of Priaces, 
and- ſafety of che whole body, [landing quietly of Eccleſiaſti, 
calland Civil power, .and cxccutions fweetely joyned and 
combynedcogerher,vnder any, kinde of ſoucraignty,, or Cis 


| - wil Magiſtracy,which is euermorethe head of themt nd 


laſtly, their Lawe and ago rognne very much deceiue 


them,noconely.in makingtharthe, cauſe. ,, which, js; notthe 
cauſc,and things accidertally.and by circumſtance ſoamrimes 


euil, ro bee. ſo. cuermore,and in-their owne nature (which. are 


_ the viuall: fal}ations pratifed by theſe So huſtersdecenung 


themlclues and others thereþy:)butalſo(whichargueth their 
greateſt igyorance,pr forgertulnelle ar the leaſt in chys- pon ) 
pleading fromihat (which is cleane contrary). to: argue' this 
encumbring and encountrivg of Princes 1uſt cules OT A 
dignirics,as the proper cffeR of che ſame. Forindeed this Ex- 
communication{eſpecially, asit, was vied by thoſe maſters of 
the Ronuſh Church )was one of the _—_ cngins & meanes 
to batzer downe the walls and ſtrong holdes of Ancichriſti- 
an prelacy,and power, when Princes and all che world once 
percciued thar ole many Bulls roared fornothing els but to 

preies for the filling oftheir owne bellies , and feeding 


- 0 TEA humours of choſe. vſurping and preſumptuous: 
| E 3 Prelates.. 
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Prelates.And for thething itſefe init owne nature ,- there is 

no onerliing belonging to Ecclefiaſticall porver ,' of whicti 

—_— ly be innenced in the world, which mighe ſooner 

diſtaRPrinces,or anyparr of the ciuill body, and more like! 

ro withdrawe them from proreQing all orany ofthe Church 
tohres, 'thenthe due execution ofthis | 

whereof , together with theſe confuſed and troubled rimes 
wherewirththe Church hath beene and is, for the moſt pare, 
ill annoyed and incumbred)the duc arfd conſtant vſc of this 


— Excommunicationgeyther hath beene obſerued co haue been 


ſcldome praQtiſed inany Church : orels haue the wiſeſt go. 
uernours ofthe ſame not chought it fie orconuenient, many 
times, to drawe out chis ſpiricuall ſword, and cenſure'fo often 
as otherwiſe the neceſſity and ſafety of their ſeueral Churches 
mightrequire. And forthe abuſes which procceded from the 

ons to whomethis cenfure hath beenear ' any tiwe com- 
mitted,and notfrom the thing it ſelfe : whereas for warit of 
Skill happely and good wifcdome, how and when this ſpect- 
all phyſicke wasto Deapply ed(as Eraſive himſelfe obſeruecrh, 
whio had more learning and iudgemene, euenin this phyſicke 
alſo and true divinity, then hundreds of theſe late pleaders, 
and froit whome this laſtdramme of miſchicfe was 'deawne 
intothePecnnes and pleas ofthe perci $s and promoo- 
ters)they doc no more argue the vnlawfulneſle ofthis power, 
or diſable therrue,wiſe,and round vſerhereof, rhenifa ſenſe- 
leſſealthough a golden ſword appointed eucrmore for the 
higheſt Tuſtice, ſhould be miſliked,and moſt fenſeleſly indic- 

and condemned for thar murder, which a fooke and mad 
man had committed by ir.To all whichkinds ofreaſoningand 


| ſuchlike obieAions and framers ofthem, I could wiſh betrer 


ſkiſteo conſtmertheir Lawe, or hn Logicke (aswe 


fay)ehen for wantofrhis larrer(whic with duce reverence al- 


wayes to that graue profeſſion, any may obſerve to beemuch 
wanting in thoſe Scribes,eſpecially when they are our of that 
their Elemenc;and puta little from their owne pace) to mille 
very much in cheir righe vſc and applicarioti'of che m_— 
| an 
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cenſure |. In regard 
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che wolt. part they are well, « 
| | truely wh 
rence and reſpeR asabgueſayd)of maſt ofthem, would 9il 

pute aywellas any if they knew how :apd forthe laſt pleader Go 
of all,who hath' beene a great aud long prathſerin that bad. Author ofthe./\.; 
and blacke Court(by cunning lbelling againſt allour Eccle-, Afcrtions for.” 
fiaſtica}l power and proeccedings;. , and not Jaye;; lince hath wo ch Dilct- : 
drawneall his Laweand Logicke(which I thiake,may be puc* 4 : 
inalitlc bagge,or at che leaſt weighed ina ſmall ballance) to- 
gether with the ſlime ans froch of his hore ahd malitious wit 
tothe fortifying ofa rowenmud wall reared by, another plea- 
deralmoſt as whe i bim(ſslfe .) I cannor butiz-holy zealc. (1 
hope ) tothis good cauſe and moſt holy cenſure of Chrilts 
Church, and iult indignationagainſt all ſuch yaſkiiſull refor- 
cacrs of Ecelchiaſlicall abuſes, and wilfull deformers indecde 
of all order, cric out \vith. Pater io Simon CAlague, and 
all ſich cnuious ſpiries and deſpirefull loakers ypon anythas 
haue greater gwfrs andauchority: chen themſe}ucs:,, Thou;cthy 
Law. andthy Logicke periſh cogether,, forchey haveno part 
(LamAyre)nor partion inchele bulineſles,and lefle authority 


dowed z- for many Lawyers.(as[, may 


Z orcalling tofpeakeor write againſt any thing pollible-amuſle 

7} thergio: ry ya may nw truely {5 other) chac 

= theyr heartsare nor vpright in them, bur that vnder colour of 

7 callingvpponthevrging and mayncaining; of many-good 

b- Lata oo, amapgſt vs, and ynder pretence of 

! rendring Princesſupremacy (which. if apy ſhould preſume co + + ++ 

- > breatheor bloweadgainſt,l withchem from my heart breath- © 
' lefle) toeſtabliſhanyron and Macedomian throne for.them- © 


ſclues', vnder.whichchey would ſoone bondage and bring 
both Medes and Perſians, and the golden-head is {elfeofany 
kind of gouernmenitzas al know their intendangts, who.arcany 
way acquainted withtheir poſitions, reſoJucions any, prati- 
ſes about their new difcipline,which they forſooth call Chaſt 
his lore and yoke , voto whichall Chriſt his true members 
muſt ſuþmic chemſelues. Which indeed is no other (elpecially 

Ty 2$  "wC 


NNE” YR ” 


Tf] __. .. .. words: ) theorher vreing, eſpecially herein, the 
: 232 (= fulon his conceipt by "ab epi, carat | 
KF - cencs.,pag.gt. that is impropriared which in his iedgement ſhould be, come 
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as they meane it for this po 


yiit and argument, which wee hauc 
a peas pate new fangled deuices of their owne diſcomcen- 
ced and awbirious fpirits':-as in theexaminarion of thee. 
cond partofthis firſt obietion, which now followeth;: ſhall 

© berterand more fully Ihopeappeare , For vnder that more 
large queſtiontouching the original and duc bounds. of Ex- 

6 pie Retr ee EO . = 5 nn and ſubordi» 
| nare, very much vrged and deli 1n,by many : how far 
Princes th themſelves are ſubicR . ehis een » orany other 
perſonor perſons,or whole ſtates ſomcimes of like condition, 
_y and conſideration:the which being diuerſly propoun. 
and intended by thele two lare pleaders (che oneexemp. 

-. ting Princes alrogetherfromall and euery part(as it ſcemeth): 
| ofthis Ex-ommunication, (as may bee gathered by his owne 
| boſe of itn 

(which he ſo much miſlikerh} 


& 53 mon to all Mihiſters of the Goſpel : and rhat ſo far foorth[as 

| was obferued by a graue counfellorof our ſtate, by tharwhich 
was pur yp 1n petition ſometimes by thoſe innocents hiscly+ 
ents)chat by their rules the paſtor of Greenewintch mighe: ex» 
communicateQueene £bzbeth ſo worthily famous nr 
outilie worklinthoſe dayes. And indeed being neuer: agreed 
vpon by thoſenew Doors themlſelues,nor {carlc any other 


% 


Afletion for quirefurther imo 1t,albeit we come ſhorwof any tull concluſis 
ue and Chi- on,or fingl deretinination ofthe ſamer cheracher, forcharour 
co7-0m a 327 Eawyerlike exceptor ouetcarried withmaliceand defare , to 
WT” echargeour Biſhoppes with ſome fouleandgreatcimputarion 
tereupoi , ſeemeth to haue forgotten the firſt principles of 
theircomon profeſſion herein,or ar the leatt forſakschie graue 
tif{gement oftheirtenowned tnaſters, and founders of cheyr 
newDilciplme,crying out very lowdly, and challenging all 
confidently in this manner: Who and where they ate of their 
opinioti and faftion, which hold rhae princes may be excom- 
munticated? Whereas beſides the generalt opinion 'ofthewa = 
EA d1 = 


Author of the fares times irmay be allowed very worthy our paines to en- - | 
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av tin} certainecommon Scandals. 25 
diſplayed inthe petition aboucſayde, and diſcerned by that 
honourable counſcller,and eiſewhere cxpreſled in their diſct- 

linarian aſſertions, apologeticall writings and concluſions, 
that heir Oracle may ſpcake as themouth of themall , what 
cheir iudgement and deſire is forthis queſtion:who hetlere- yg. oe. 


garcing chetroubleſomneſle ofthoſe times (wherin that wors yright, pare 


chy prelare fare at the ſterne cf our Eccleſiaſticall governe- 2.rcply pag.6s, 
Biſhop Whit» 


Sir Walter 
Micldman, 


. ment) and leite diſcerning (as it may ſeeme)rhe myftcrics of 


any ſuch policique adminyltration, and particulars belongiog __—_ 


to.ſo weighty a cenſure & proceeding,eſpecially againſt ſuc 

erſons as Princes are,&c: was not alhamed toterme the Lord 
Archbithop of ({auntertrry then being, as the bawd to Princes p hy 
& other greate Magiltrates fins, in calc chey were not excom- __ ' 
municated ,as kis wiſcdome with the Senate of his aſſociates 
did i1dge ofcentimes mrcete and neceſlary . And another ads Dgmonſtratis. 
furcherin this point,that Princes muſt not.beflattered in their on of Diſci+ 


finnes: and cherforethis cenſure mult be inflited vpon them pline,pag.75e 


as well as ypon any other, Bue(l:auing them to themſelues) I 
thus anſiyer :o the particulars of this obietion as they glance 3 
and glide on both (ides of this Excommunication,and are di- : 
refed by the former exceptors and many other, againlt the 
rruch and nacure of che ſame: Fir{t,thart as for that Excommus 

nication from the inu1ftible Church , whereby any Miniſter ; 
pronounceth according to the rules of Gods word,of any, to | 
beinche itate of grace or otherwiſe:itand all the parts and de» 
grecsof itagreeas wellto the Prince, and any other ſuch like 
perſon or ſtate,as ro any other that hath a ſouleto ſaue, and fo 
{tandechin necde of futh,repentance,contefſion, and abſolu- 
tion,neceſlary,rcquiſite,and rending thereunto : becauſe in 
Chriit [eſus,and matrers of ſoules gouernment , Chriſtian li- 
berty and ſuchlike, there is neither bond nor free,as { of.3.v. 
x 1,Secondly for that which we call,from the viſible Church, 
ſo farfootch as it is meerely Eccleſiaſticall, cuery Prince and 
Potentace ts as wel lyeable vnto itas any other ; becauſe the 
careand charge of cheir ſoules 1s no leſſe vponthe gouernors 


of the Church, but rather much morethen for any other : and 
F .* alſo 


—_— "” T 
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An Antidete, 
alſo their ſinnes and examples are commonly more infeRi- 
ous and dangerous then other mens . And laſtly,it were not 
onely agrear profanation ofall thoſe holy things dayly offe- 
red to ſuch polluted and vncleane ſoules,bur a greate cruelty 
alſo and careleſneſle atthe leaſt,in thoſe that ſhould be ſoule- 
fauers and phyſitians,to ſuffer any vnder their dicr,ordering, 
and cure to ſurfer themſclues, and ſurcharge their ſoules with 
new {innes oftaking by this meanes Gods name in vaine, pol. 
lutng his lanRuary cating and drinking their owne damnari- 
on,and ſuch like : before by confeſſion and true repentance 
outwardly teſtified, atthe leaſt(which 1s as much as any man 
can require and difcerne)they have diſcharged rhemſelves of 
their ould fir:nes as noxious humors 1n a foule ſtomacke; 
whichefrſoones ocherwiſe would break out into many aguiſh 
hore and cold fiis( as «»»gnſtine calleth them)ofother ſinnes, 
and dayly ſymptoms of Gods 1udgemenes. Howbeit in this (ex 
cond kind of Excommunication - ons are certaine caſes reſer- 


Caſvireſervati. wed, and ſpeciall rules cuermoreto beobſerued forthe execu- 


tion of it, which may fit vs inſome better and further anſwer 
rothis point. As firſt,thar becauſe the ſafety of many,and the 
common peace of che whole Church is alwayes to be reſpec- 
ted and preferred before any meanes for the ſaluation of a few, 
or of the Prince himſclfc,in ſuch times as by che Excommu- 
nicating of ſome Prince,or others of great power, or els ſome 
whole tation which might breed commotion in the Church 
or whole ſtate(commonly noted and called by r1#rbids tempo- 
ribxs)chis cenſure may very well, yea oughtro be forborne,as 
in all other of that nature, which may preiudice , rather then 
helpe and further the peaceable goucrnement ofthe Church, 
and fauing ofſovles in generall. For which cnds this cenſure 
was firſt inuentced by God,or man,and all things opyro—ny 
cthereunto,and wholly are,and ought to be referred. Seconds 
ly, wherethe forbcaring of this cenſure, or art the leaſt ſome 
higher degree thereof,may bee perceiued by the wiſedome of 
the Church to make moſt for the regaining of any, who might 


| otherwiſe haply bee hardned and difcouraged,itnotin fome 


tencer 
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with | b 
Z badkinds of Excommunicacion comparatiuely to thoſe e- 
4 radicationsthere ſpoken of : Feſffmata, Suſpitzo/a, Demnoſa: 
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ar 4inft certainecommon Scandals. 
tender minded people ſwallowed vp with ſorrow thereby:as 
Saint /ude ſeemethtoimploy verſ,22.8 23 :commannding to 
purthis wiſe difference, taking pitty of ſome, and pulling o- 
therſome our of the fire , according alſo to that generall rule 
(which may bethe ground of both cheſe anſwers) 2.Cov.13. 
v,10:God hath given this power to ſaue, and not to deſtroy: 
and ſo vpon Afe.13.v.29.the learned hauc obſerued three 


which they thus expound (namely) demnoſa Excommuntcatio 
quando multitu4o cit wm eanſa, vel princeprneſy fuerit cauſa manife. 
fta redundant in marie? ecclefie : as Saint Anguitine obſcruech 
the ſame,quod aligquands ſunt tolerandi mali pro pace eccleſie quane 
do Limetnr de ſchiſerate,adGing, e'mdeſt quod docemus alind quod 


ſuftinemua For ſo may this Excommunication be welland fir- 


Iy likened vnto a ſword or phyſick, which areneuerto be vicd 
bur ypon greatoccaſion : an4 whenthoſe that haue ſkill how 
to vic them ſee it fir and needfull, eſpecially for this ſtrongeſt 


: kind of potion(as I may fo terme it)whichonely is to be vicd 
2 indeſperate diſcaſes . And therefore the gouernours of the 


- 

. 
- 

: 


& 
C; 


; Church & immediate miniſters and awarders of this cen(ure, 


reſpefing witha wiſecyeand foreſight, when this phyſicke 


: andlaſt remedy may be proftable & behouctull, obſerue ma- 


ſome» | By times that milder meancs of more graue and temperate ad- 
zurch 4 monitions and increpations to ſerueturnetowards ſome Per- 


empo- 
-ne,as 
then 
urch, 


nſure 


19; 
onde 


ſome © Whereinthey are Iud 


S, 

x 
T7: 
- 
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ſons, ro whome being wiſe(as the prouerbis)a word may be 


: ſufficient,and many tmes berrer then this great blowe of Ex- 


- comurnucation . Which furcher no immediateminiſter thereof 
. vader Chriſt priuately or more publickly in any ſtate-admi- 
; niſtration 1s bound continually and withour reſpe& or diffe- 


-* renceto denounce and putin vic and execution , but as _ 


: 


ſhall find and wdge1c moſt profitablefor chat whole Churc 


gcs and Commiſſioners, orchat ſpeciall 


me of © perſon or perſons who may incurand deſeruethe ſame:which 
cing once diſcerned and vpon ſufficient and mature delibe. 
ration reloiued vpon, irought to paſlcagainitall char liue in 
Fz the 
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the Church,princes or potentatcs,as well as others without 
reſpetofperſons;ecxcepronely (which1sthe laft reſeruation 
1nthis caſc)with {trong hand they be openly withſtood ,. or 
| tuſlly feared foro be : which in another kinde was Dama his 
caſe ſometimes,when in his wiſe forclight and moſt iuſt griefe 
and godly indignation withall be cryech out : Thefonnes of 
Zermab arc too (trong tor me. Laſtly(I anſwer cothe ſecond 
parcofchis grand obietion)thar in reſpect of the laſt kind of 
 Excommunication,which\ve called for diſhin&tion ſake, Ciuil 
(ſo far foorth as this cenſure hath beenear any time ſtrength» 
ned immediatly by ciuill Lawes and authority, or the gouer- 
nours of any Church themſeines have had ary delegate pow- 
er committed ynto them for thatpurpoſe ). no chicte' Magi- 
ſtrace(howſocuec he be termed in monarchica]l or any other 
ſtare )1s any further ſubietro it , then as himſelfe who is the 
fountaine of all externall power , and ſuch kind of procee- 
dings,thall chiike good for any 1uſt caule and reſpeR, eyther: 
of his owne good or peace,or well ordering of his ſtare,to ſub- 
mit himſclfe thereunro:as the mannerof our Kings of England 
15(and cuer hath beene)in matters of common tuſtice to yceld 
themſclues tothe order of Lawes , as well as-other their ſub- 
icts,and ſoare many times impleaded intheir owne courts, 
which if they ſhould refuſe,no humane power by Gods word 
hath any authority co bring chem inro order, either of any of 
thoſe Cauill courts, or thoſe other which for che conſtitutions 
and procelle therein, we haue called Eccleſiaſtical! , The ſe- 
wa queſtion and obic@ton 1s framed by the ſelfeſame Au- 
thors and ſundry.others peruerced rather theninſtrued by 
theſe maſters{why this cenſure of Excommunication,znd the 
key of all Eccleſiaſticall wuriſdition in generall , - is not com- 
monto euery miniſter, burmade proper and peculiar to Bi= 
ſhops,thcir Chancellors and Officialls, or any otherto whom 
more improperly in their iudgements it doth appertaine. To 
which(I anſwer ) that ſo far foorth as this Excommunication 
ſeperacerh any trom the 1nuifible Church, ic equally (hll be- 
longeth co cuery miniſter, of what degrecand guift ſocuer: 1 
| WCEl. 
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well as the adminiſtration of the word and Sacraments, which 
are outward meanes in like manner ro teſtifie ynto any their 
communion orſeparation from thetrue Catholike Churchs 
which is onely ſeene of God:bur for the other two later kinds 
of Excommunicarion ( which are properly politique, 'and 
exerciſed cuermore by ſome company liuing vnder formeand: 
orderof Lawes,as all other of that nature they may no more 
properly or conueniently belong vnto euery-miniſter, 'then 
that euery Cirjzen ſhould be Ruler and: Magiſtrates attheleaſt 
infree Citties,or that cuery Counſellor or Lawyer ſhould bee 
Iuſtice of peace,or that euery oneſhould be the maſter,farther, 
or firlt borne : and ſo beare all kind of rule in euery familie. 
Whence it 1s that Chriſthunſelfe, Afarb. 18; referrech matters 
criminall and cf politique conſideration ( fuchas no priuate 
meanes could retorine } firſt of all tothe Church Diſcipline, 
by which(as we haue aboue noted)nothing cls can be meant 
then,that power ( in whoſe hand ſoeuer for orders ſake and 
berter execution, by thedefignmentand appointment of any 
particular Churchir may relt)by which any perſon or perſons 
ſhall in the name of the ſame Churches proceede.in this cen- 
{ure or any otherof the like nature: as we reade of Saint Pawl, 
1,Cor,5.v.4.and 2,7 beſſ.3.v.14., writing, tO a CErraine Come 
pany to bee gathered together amongſt the reſt of the Corin- 
tb1avr, forthis end and purpole,. torake knowledge of ſuch 
criminall and other kindes of cauſes, which might require any 
ſueh Eccleſiaſticall cenſure; and more ſpeciall tro the Theſſals- 
»ians,willing diſordered perſons to be nored by ſomeletter or 
Epiſtle,as worthy to bedeferred to ſome further knowledge 
and iudgement(as wichout which, ſuch-noting and all other 
Eccleſtaſticall obferuing were to {mal or no purpoſe. Where- 
fore che ſame Apoſtle, 1.C or.cap.12. v.28. ſpeaking: of all. 
Church affayres and publique adnnniſtrations,wakerh ſome 
to be Goucrnours as well as others to be paſtors and teachers. 
of Gogs people: Sic 1,7 im.y.v.17.vereruling Elders, ſenſu 
vero &- geavins, And herein neueras yet did any iudicious Di-- 
wne ſtand much vponir, whether cheſe Church _—_ 
F3 & 
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be termed Biſhops,Elders, Chauncellors,or by any other ſuch 
like name or degree(which the Church and chicfe Magiſtrate 
ſball puc inruſt and commiſſionfor theſe adminiſtrations, ſo 
long asthe things themlclues,and the ſubſtanciall poynes for 
all Eccleſtaſticall proceedings be allowed and maintained by 
euery chicfe Magiſtrate as they are proper and euen eſſential 
to any well ordered Church , and neceflarily required by 
Gods word. And had not God himſelfe made this order and 
difference inall publique and polirique proceedings (as by 
the places abouenamed,and many other of che 91d and newe 
Teſtament(which we haue cl/ewhere vſed for the differences 
and dignitics of Miniſters in generall,may appeare)yet com. 
mon experience,reaſon and neceſſicy would haue inforcedche 
ſame,as we may fee inall pollitique bodies Eccleſiaſticall and 
Ciuil, which haue'cuer becene in the world: which otherwiſe 


through a generall confuſton,none ruling, nor any obeying, 


| wouldfall downe of cnemſelues; as Saint Pex! ſaith, if ma 


member were a head, where were the hand, che feete;the ſmel- 
ling?&c: euen all without order and difference,a monſtrous 
confuſion. And therefore theſe men themſeclues in their exers 
ciſing and awarding this high cenſure or any part of their new 
deuiſed pollicy id diſcipline,reduce all ſuch proceedings ro 
Conliftorial throne and iuriſdiftion,and thar in far greater ſo- 


 ueraignty and peremprtory vnreuerſcable power,then where 


ſocucr vnder Chriſtan Magiſtracy any lawfull Ecclefiaſticall 
body doth execute their 1nſditions and power. And herein 
it differech nor, whether the immediate mannagers and Attu. 
aries in this Excommunicartion be good or bad(as rhe Dona- 
tſts and Anabapriſts ſomerimes excepted againſt Bapriſme 
it ſelfe; and ſome of our homebred Schiſmarickes, haue often 
reuiued thoſe quarrells)or els Laickes ſometimes, and in ſome 
caſes, asthenexr queſtion will better inquire: ſolong as they: 
havethisexcernall order and power by lawtull authority vn- 
der Chriſhan Magiſtrates put vponthem becauſe therein 
they doenot their owne worke or ations (as eAuga/fine hath 
abundantly aunſwered againſt the Donariſts) bur che ſpecial 
funftions 
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funions of the Church;by which they are moued,and ineuc. 

particulardire&ted , and no way carried(fo farre foorth as | 

x 6.9 performe any Eccleſiaſtical ſeruices)by their owne pri- 42 

'vare motions and ſpiritzas appeareth alſoin baptiſme,ordina®= - q 
tion of miniſters,and many other things apperraining ts Ec- 
clefiaſticall power and cenſures , And indeede theſumme of 
this obieion 1s none other then the demand of Coraband his 
confederates challenging cquall power, and holineflein this 


| kinderoall the Leuites and miniſters in common,which God Numets,v.z4+ * 


had made then ,for the orderand gouernmenr of that Church, 4 
proper co thePrieſt : whichis all ne with the mater and | 

ueftion we haucin hand For the concluſion whereof I deſire 
all co reade that with iudgement, and to tranſlate the Latine of 
it into govd true Englith diwnity , or Chriſhan ard godly 
pores (if they will)which that grave, learned, and true Chri. 

1an politician wrote ſomerimes by way of counce]l and The=- Mctanfhon 
ologicall determination ro certayne like minded with theſe in Confilis 
Queſtioniſts & ObieQors:&t Conſſtoriaides coſtutaita ſwnt ne in. thedlogicis, . 
dotts paſtores ant mals danent homumes fine legittima cogmtione, cut 
manifeſt uw eſt iracundo: paſt ores ſepe hoc 16do wminſte twrbaſzce ec- 
Eleſias, & notum eft plurimos paſtores ne(cire ordinem coguitionum: 
ſatis eſt paſtori(quod ad mimſterium & inrs[dithonem ſnam attnet) 
quando crimen oft notoriun,admonere reum,C (i non obtemperet,ar- 
cere enm « communione,&c, Which (peciall poweralſo1s by the 
wiſedome and appointment of our Church , thorough ſome 
delegate power left many timesin the hands of every the 
meaneſt miniſter who alſo for the moſt part alwayes hath his 
maniſtery and vſe inthe infliting this cenſure, and abſoluing 
any perſons fromit.To which the ſawe author addeth che pra- 


Aiſe and judgement of other learned men and Churches at  "——= 
thar time moredirectly to this queſtion: Ame Annum in diti- | 
one Nanmber genſfi magna contentio fuut inter quoſdem,an ſvgnlipa- | 
flores armandz eſrent bac poteſt ate, Nominatim, ſine cogmitione Con 5 


feftorus 82 communicandi aliquot > reſponderunt amtem Dr .Sneppins | W4 
& Caper «Aquila idem guod no; nuanc (crib1mug, 
Now forthe third and laſt queſtion and obieRion whey 
e- 
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'$ Queſt 3. made againſt-chemeancs and manner of executing this cen« 
r ſure, namely chat oftentimes meere Laicks or ſuch(at che leaſt) 
as were ncuer fully admicted inro holy orders,doenot onely 
[2 intermeddlc therewi:h,bur hauc for the moſt part the greateſt 
F - ples of the In. {troketherein ; To which(l firſt anfwer)rhat which ſome of 
F nocent.pag, theſe cxceptors and pleaders make contrary vſc of,alledging 
> 49-8 50. as the cructh is,and the order thereof by our Canons and com- 
aon pradtiſe of our Church, that the mayneſcricence of Exe 
communication is cucrmore reſerved co bee denounced by 
che Biſh1p,or ſome other miniſter:as from whoſe care and po- 
wer thifwholc proceeding doth originally deſcend , by 
whome,and by what meancs ſocuer it be managed, Which (e- 
condly(if it werenor (0) I an{wer) that whatſocuer is pertor. | 
med herein by any ſuch perſons, either forthe better & more, 
ſafe preparation to the finall ſencenceir ſelfe, or cls praftiſed 
in the very denouncing of che ſame,are ro be accompted for 
no other then the ations of the ſacred miniltery ic {c!te; or,if 
you will rather ſpeake wich ( yprean and /creme,of the Church, 
and whole power any where eſtabliſhed : for (o thev ſpeake 
Nichols in his plainly (albeit very 1myertinently,and as 1gnorantlycired by 
— pleapag.s9, One of theſe grand cxceptors againſt many things in our 
Church gouernmient, and chis one we hauc in hand amongſt 

che reſt) Clanizum pote5Fas non wn: {ed onutats conceditmr, And fo 1n- 

deede the intermedlers herein arc not merely Laikes,or who- 

ly Ecclefialticall,in that behaifeand their aſhſtance hereinzor 
pronouncing this {ſentence atany time, is no otherwiſe then as 

the Clerke otthe peace acany comms Seſſions doth reade,de- 

gounce, orany way aſliſt the ludges thereof, to whome pro- 

perly and principally the whole commiſſion 1s directed. 

Thirdly, many things incident and eſpecially belonging to 

this greate cenſure ot Excommunication (as it is now for the 

moſt partexerciſed by any Church) being exrernall and pri- 

marily reſpeKing the bodies and outward eſtates of the offen- 

dors,as alſo the common peace and externall pollicy of both 

Church and common wealth rogether ( as we aboue ſhewed) 

cheyare by all reaſonable confiderationeo be mannaged and 
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diſcuſſed by their proper profeſſors ( and beſt enced | 
therein. Neither laſtly wete ir mect(as the whole councell of 

the Apoſtles concludejin the hike caſe, thar chemimiſters of the 

word and Sacramenes ſhould arrend rables z "or talcing 
knowledgevfallcrimimall cauſes in this kind and nature. - In 

reſpe& whereofour new maſters oftheir Church policy haue 

found it very neceſ[ary co appoint divers ſorts of lay perſons, 

as Elders, Deacons, Widdowes and fitchlike z making them 

efſencial] parts of all welordered Church policy, ac $to Ats6,y.z. 
Chriſt his word, rules and kingdorne, as they ſay :who yet not. 
withſtanding in the rrueth of choſe termes,being accordin 

che vie thereof inthe firſt Churches, and Pas! hismentioning 

of ſuch kind of helpers: x.Cor.12,v.26. vnder the names of 
Commiſlarics, Officials, and Churchwardens reteyned [til] a-+ 

moneſt vs, will by nomeanes allowe of ſuch kind of affiftance 

in theſe ſpeciall cauſes , whichno orher can ſo conueniently 

conſider orderermine of . And to end this point (becaufe 1 

have partly bandled it in anorhercreariſe alſo) I defireall in- $ 
differcne readers co peruſethat of rfiww (generally allowed}, cc. 
for a very ſound and judicious Divine,as moſt of larer ime) ge poretate 
where he writeth thus: [» Ecelefiaftico Indicro gratie & tre Dei, Claunun. 
neu fit dennnciatio ab uno aliquopriuats (qui hoc munuu plerunque 
#bweſolet)ſed a totacceleſia, velnomine totins recleſie rdgue ab hr 

qi adhoc elettiſurt communi emninw conſeuſs, ad certar perſs- 

nas : Which Tollerſerterh downe more particularly allowing In fun&ione 
and appoiming amongſt che perſons execnting this cenfure, lacerdotis. 


the Churchwardens ſometimes, or other ſuch like Lay per- 


ſons: bur eſpecially I refer all Iudicious readers for their fur- 
ther informaris inthis pointto Parormicanc that great Clerk, 
for his Councels and exaQt ſkill for all Iudiciall proceedings, 
yponthe decretalls vnder the title de [wdicys Fol.g. and in cap. 
Decernimes,and many times in his hrgertreatiſes A4 lifter am 
Lacw,anttitleof Excommuncation,where he ſhewerhboth 
theequity and neceffity ofchar we now mainraine, 
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p Cuay-1. 
Shtwing,thar Subſcription is not ſuch a beauy and 
many wenld make the worldbelreuey, therebywwo drawe ennie 


bamon maticr a4 


ſamo. 


oblequie pon the thing ut ſeife, and vppon tbe vrgers of the 


9 I, >&. Frer Excommunication diſcourſed of 
el} =" « inche former creatiſe, and foine queſti«: 
"X=/A YE $6, 0ns and difficulties thereabout diſcul- 
AN fg=2>d ſed : Inthe next place commerh Sub- 
Sa) We (cripcion, not vnhely to be conſidered - 
S/N) $\ RY of: which indeed covld neuer haue bin 
FZASSVW 22 Sd called into ſuch queſtion |, and (ach - 
EY =; ſtanding our againſt ic would never 
LE Rp . | have beeneſhewed, ifthetruc power 
nature,and vic of Excommunication and Church power from 
which itproceedeth, had beenthroughly knowne and main* 
caincd, orart theleaſt,accordingly exerciſed and enforced a+ 
wongſt vs. An1chereforeas we have intreated more largely 
of the one,{o'muſt we alſo by our order preſcribed, nor vnfic- 
ting Ihopethe ſame ſpeakenow of this other; therather be. 
cauſe it15one of the maine whites and markes which thoſe 
bad Archers(with whome my greatcſt encounter hath beene 
inamorelargefield) chiefly aymeand thotart , bur with no 
better ſucceſle I hope thenas good /1cob complaineth of thoſe 
againſt /oſepb,Gen,49.forthe order of whichtreatiſer ſhall be 
ehis:Firſ] to ſet downethe eruc;natureandchiefe ends of lub- 
ſcriprien;ſecondly,the long,auncient,and conſtanr vſe of itin 
the Chitchof God:thirdly and laſtly, che great neceffiry and - 
equity for the vrging thereofar all rimes;, wich ſome ſpeciall - 
reaſonsrhereupon, .why itis-or ought to be {o ſtritly vrged- 
and required from certaine, living vnder this preſenteſtate of 
our Church by the wiſe and careful goucrnours of the ſame, 
and why alſo thoſe ſtanders out may ſafely ſubmit and yeelde 
themſclucs thereunto , For the firſt we muſt ſhew inthe firſt 
| place 
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 * jg dinſt certainecanmmes: Seandalls, "3F — 
place whaticis not,becauſe ypon the miſunderſtanding and 0 
-miſpriſion ofthat which indeed itis nor moſt haue beene dri- 

ucn fromcheur due reverence and obedience to thoſe things . 

which by the ſameare required; wherefore all offended from 

the vrging chereofatany ume mult know.chat the meaning of 

chis ſubſcriprion is nocthat euery one (o vretd |, ſhould, pe- 

rempt9 jr Ay de ſutertra,as we fay,auerreand auow by word 

wricing, (ſcale. or marke, euery parcicularching contayned-in 

the booke of common prayer,and the other particular excep- 

ted againit,much lelle inall our Honnlics, Canons,and confli 
' tations. made, orto be enacted hereafter (as ſome haue obie- 

Red of late;to beablolucely perfet, according tothe exat 

rule and rigor of the Law, and word of God in generall {as 

ſome would haue choſe haynous words ſo offenſively and rep- 

derly taken (nothing contrary ro Gods, word) ro meane and 

import: *For (o we are nothing of humane vſe or inuentionin 

the world:much1letle is chenature of ic ſuch as Ppon the pre- 

muſles would fallout , whereby mens conſciences ſhould be 

ſerdayly vpontheracke; and (undry perſons yrged chereby , 

ro approue vntruths,and diuers chings which cannot poſſibly 

be knowne and iuttfied, or cls to be driuen thereby ro ſpeake 
at the ſame tine yeaand nay;ycato mainrayne many vngod- 
Ty practiſes wich all,as is moſt ignorantly (if not-maliciouſly) 


: 
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Nichells in his | 
ingeſted by onegraund late exceptor : for proofe whereof */<* P2108, > 
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oſeerh not it chat ſhould be the meaning, - how contrary to and 10z, 


the oldrule ( againſt which no ſtateprocceding of all other 
- oughtro offend )news tenetur ad wpoſſibile Jmany impoſſbili- 
ties would appeareat once:for not only the belt inuentions of 
mcn hauecheir manifold imperfetions and ſo are againſt the 
Z worduithatſenſ(e:but cucn the beſt prayers conceiued, or 
# . formeschereofpreſcnbed by man, are full ofnuch weaknes: 
yeaalchough chey be caken outof the holy Scriptures them- 
fſelues,being buc once vſed by vs require a prayer for pardon 
thereia:wherefore it is thatat the end of our Lerany (our moſt 
ſolemne prayers to Qod )we pray forthe forgiueneſle of our 
1guorances and negligences : _ eſpecially eſcape vs in 
IT 2 Gods 
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Godsſejuiceryea in the Lords prayer it ſelfe wearemughe by 
ſt 


ye 
ps "i 


mm Maſter one 1m1ert Ins Varun way ne caller 

our dayly Baptiſme)as touching our dayly cr es,among 

all other co cl Gee Os. 4 of thoſe ahirewich cuen 
in repcating,much morene doubt inour beſt tranſlating thac 
holy prayer we defale our ſelues,as indeed for the tranſlating 
hereof(co ſpeake nothing of infinite other) never any Papilt 
or Proreſtant-, or a 1 whartſocuer, durſt chalenge any 
ſuchabſoluteneſle ofperſeRion, nonotin the vcry Canon of 
the Scripture it ſelfe ( as we. or any other Church now have 
them)being only perteand abſolute,as Belarmine him(elfe 


% 


EET monckery.ce CODiclleth,and our beſt maſters for theſe marrers canor deny, 
*FÞ Scriprura> In cheiroriginallsof Hebrew and Greeke ( whereſoeuer alſo 


they be)mach leſle for the number of their Canons,and cuery 
hopeoniag ſtory & lentencerherein(as /ereme:ſhewerh mami» 
eſtly in his pretaco ypon /ob and Damel:) whereat norwith- 
ſtanding ſomany ſcruples are made to hinder this ſubſcnpti« 
on by the chicfe caprarnes of thoſe that impugne the ſame;and 
* ' laſtly for the tranſlation therof(as I hauc alſo elſewhere ſhew+ 
' ed) no company will ener be able perfe&ly co vnderſtand 
_ . many hardtextes,whichi in this life(elpecially in any oneage) 

can neuer be arcained) which is bur the firſt point herein ( as 
lerom (ſheweth vpon Damel)and no paynes nor tongue,much. 
lefſe our Engliſh(which is the ſtraighteſt and moſt penurious - 

I thiake of all )hath euer as yer,or at any time hereafter wil be. 
able faithfully. and fully co exprelle many things (which yet © 

ay: are noneof the hardeſt.)All which might giveas great: 

a diſtaſtcotheſemen, and cauſe of ſcruples , and refufing to - 
ſubſcribe according to their conceiving and meaning for the 
vrging thereof,as thats particulars inſtanced in by many; and 
vaiuſt quarrels againſtitat theſe times, which I heare of late-. 

certaine lcarnedand iudicious graue writers have more parti« 
: cularly ſcanned and farisfied .For indeed their owneniceneſle- 
| cauſe things to ſeeme harder then they are; and who ſeeth nor 
how cafic athing it wereto find many holes and faults (if any 

ſortof people had warrant. curiouſly to prye into, and vncha- 


? ritably 


Agcinft certaine eomnien Scandals, 
to conſtrue in this kind and manner; in cthemoſt per- 
feRconſtieunons or proceedings inthis life , neichercan T. 
compare theſe men better to any kindiofpeoplethen' to thar 
bad and baſeſtſort of Lawyers, who lighting vpon any kind 
of cuidencesfalthough neuerſo wel} made) and molt (uffici- 
ent to carry and confirme the true meaning and putpoſes of 
the willers, deuiſers,and makers thereof z. yer wilt be fure by 
wreſting and miſconſ{truing, to find ſome quirke of Lawein 
them, whereby to auoide their conveyance, or attheleaftto- 
wwe great rduble coall thoſe chat haue any thing to do about 
m:for euen ſo it is with theſe buſic examiners and curious 
pryers into many our tate confticurions and (proceedings: 
which being neuer ſo well deviſed and compriſed as ſufficient 
meanes for God his ſeruice and our duertes, as any where els 
inthe world:yert for ſomething or other (which cheir privare 
& fancies and humors cannot rell1[h and djgelt)they will neuer, 
* nor can pleaſe themz and therefore preſently muſt beagainſt nl 
# -Gadand many parts of his word:whereasthe Heathenintheir _ . of 
* generation were more modeſt in the one and more/prouident Ar Ar rene C 
4 inthe other, by notletting every yong gameſter that was not jib, 11, "Y 
Z abletoiudgearightof ſuch myſteries(as being not wel Gram- 
& mercdand initiated in them) ſo muchas oncetoperre into 
theſe ſtare affayres,muich leſte ro touchandrauntthem for in. * 
ſufficiency,imperfeRions and errors , And amongſt whome 
that was very ſolemne and generall , neuerto diſpute with 
* & chemchac ſhoulddeny principles : which alſo wasfor good 
at: %, purpoſetaken vp in one ofthe late Councels, whereinic was 
: '# thasenated : Contraberdticorneneft diputendumn. And ifitbe 
2: well obſerued, this is one of the chiefe cauſes of ſoliclerrue 
.# religion inthe world, or ar the leaſt due and conſtant expreſ- 
. = _— ſame, whilſt every - oneis bold enough ( being not 
X curbed with ſome authority co the contrary) greedily and cu- 
riouſly to ſpyeand cenſure ſuch infirmiries, asare incident to 
# the beſt humaneorders , andevuery one will take Jibercy to 
carpe againſt publique proceedings, where there is no cauſe- 
orerror arall many times. Whereas the beſt ſtatc and polirick 
v.03 body 
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body, wharſoener is,or can beno better thenthetemperature 
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and diſpolicipy ofmans body, which albeir(as chelearnedin 
Phyfck know) - when'ttisarche beſt, might bercduced haps» 
ly with much.adocto {onte betcer temper and dyct, alſo for 
the ſame purpoſe; yer doth the knowledge and wiledome of 
Phyſicke, obſerving that through the old! cemper and cuſto. 
mable dyet chat. body co be kept within ſome, good propor- 
tionand:laticude of health(as they ſay) forbcarc {@ much as to 
inquire into ſome ſmaller detc&ts , nay hold ic nor (afe being 


' ſecledonceinonetemperand courles of dyer anſwering the 


Gmeto makeor attempt the leaſt alteration therein,no:;with= 
ſtanding they iudge and couid with haply alſo , that ſpeciall 
body ro be of another ,-and ſomewhar berrer temperature or 
diſpoſition : like vnco the wiſe(t builderalfo, which haning 
reared a houſe with great trouble and charge,vpon the diſcty-= 
ing of ſome imperfeCtions af.erward(which the beſt plotand 
frame is eucr blemiſhed withal)doth.not by and by altogether 
miſlike ic.to pull it doxwae, forſuch eye-ſores and imperfgcti- 
ons; bur him(bife andall his content chemſelues with it, knows- 
ing the coſt ofbuilding. Anorher,which would poſſibly ad- 
mat as/many or more detes, whenthe former were amended: 
and yercannot our new builders (ce, and phyſicions of ſmall 


-yalue(as /eb calleththem)the meaning of theſe matters in our * 


politique body,and bujlding to acknowledge and allowe the 
.good ſtateand temper thereof z- bur would faine be pulling 
& jouw! toamed that where haply is no faulr,and to be, rempe- 
ring,withrchac body which is 1n as good proportion of health, 
&dothforthe generall frame & temper thereof ,as well per- 
formeand accompliſhall. che funtions and due offices there- 
of, lam perſwaded as any ocher mthe worldzycaagreatdeale 
derrer then if'« ſhould be ockerwiſe reformed : before which 


aimealſoirmighrbaply beloſt ic (elic,cemper,andall,. 
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Declaring the trac nate and end of the innenting and wr1give of any * 

kind of Subſcripreon, by the prudent gonrruniens of -#ny Church 
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14A Ix» R which they huc, wherein could «wth dou- 
TIT oble bond'taken with'all- poſſible" ſecprnie 
from thoſe that ſhould ſceke any publike place or promotion 
wharſoeuer, in our Church or any part ofihe commonwealth: 
Neicher do our governours make atiy other end: thereof, but 
by eſtabliſhingrhereby a'gentrall yrtformide of fotteme'( us '* 
checonfeſſis ofhe Chiirc wherin they tine;compriſed invur | 
Articles of faith 'and conformity to publike' orders 'and/pro-- 
ceedings) ro preſerue the common peace of the Churchazsal- 
ſoro-preuenitthereby (fo farre as humaneforcſight& meancs | 
carvattaine ynto) che manitold ſects: and dinarfities of do- 
Arines,and opinions, and atrempry, and/practifes bf ſpeciut! 
Torn at the teaſt whichare moſt ike, or may moſtinſtly be* 
cared to be any way preiuditial)tothe fame-: and-ro breed & 
bring in; by falſe aud erronious doftrine and irregularity 
fromthe aforeſaid ſeucraltorders- derermined any datiger ro 
the whole ſtare, as alſo thoſewhichare vrged ro Subſcribe, to | 
proteſt-and witneſle no furcher thereon, but rhart all —_ 
', Contained in the booke of common prayer, andthe reſt are {0 
farre forth according tothe word ot God as humane: ability 
1s wont toatraine vnto, being no way contrary to the rules of 
faith,bur ſuch as hath moſt wiſely and religiouſly beene inuen- 
tedandappointed : and with ao leflecare preſerued & main- 
tained, as the beſt means/which our wiſe & worthy gouernots, 
_ haucinthicir graue & moſt carcfull,curious, and conſcionable 
TRY CON» 
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conſiderations refolued of, as well for thetrve ſeruice of God, 
and orchodoxall and wholeſome do&rine, as the peaceable 
gouernimentof the Church. And laſtly to be ſuch, as whereby 
God may duely be ſerucd, and our Church orderly and (t- 
ficiencly taught and goucrned- as well as ocher reforwed 
Churches inthe world . Whichto be fo and no further, borh 
the nature and end of this courſe preſcribed, and moſt necel. 
> F: fary to be kept of all,ſhewerh. And. appeareth further by chac 
| Of his Plea, & iearned Archdeacons anſwere,which may bee of all che reſt 
b | 935» both mouch and cice, remembred by Maſter Nichols himſelfe, 
”þ  Pag,134. which he gaueco ſome(amongſt whom, he was one 
thac refuſed co fubſcribe) preſſing them, and very truely. ga-. 
thering therupon, as if he held opinion that we had no found 
religion amongſt vs,and that our late Queene of moſk{atnous.. 
worthy memory,and che whole ſtare, had not appointed 
ſufficient lawes and orders for the true and right exerciſing of 
che ſame : bur rather ſome thing directly co the contrary (and : 
then indeed they mighe and oug he co refuſe ro ſubſcribe, or ro | 
continue any longer in our Church) by refuſing to ſer to their . 
hands to ſo mach,as that thoſetheir orders and lawes containe 
nothing agaialt the holy Scriprures, and rules of faith and_ 

manners,of piety & faith which is the cnd &ſumme of all that 
is vrgedand thoſe dangerous and fearctul words ſo offcnfiue.. 
ly andeenderly taken by ſome; where ic 1s (aid, that thoſear. 
ticles and meanes aboue named for vniformity of doarine 
and conformity in rites and ceremonies, containe nothing 
contrary to Gods word; [mplying thereby and cruely ſetting 
downe(as himſclfe knew well, if any other the whole matcer 
EE and endof{ublcriprion}bcing eucn then a prudem gouernour, 
| Archdeacon of nq muchimployed abour __ buſfneſle, vader that learned, 
" es of Nov wiſe, and mott mild and worthy Archbiſhop, and.afterward: 
EF. wich. worchily in greater place of the Ghurch, that by ſybferibing 
= in this manngernow as menare vrged, they'/are requized only; - 
and by this mcancs ryed co giue rhe witnelle and eoruficare 
vader their hands, of their good opinions and atlowanccof 

ouelawes and orders, for do&cine and goucroment,andial "ny 
| | cel. - 


9 


x 4 ceffary meanes ſufficient, according to the _ for the - 
' true ſeruiceof God, ſo that our Church was andis according 
4 to Gods word, not Hereticall norSchiſinaticall, nor maintai- 
oy nitlg any ching againſtthefirſtorſecond table?bura truemem- 
th ber of theri tholicke Church ,profeſling and ſerving the 
"n true GOD in a right manner as well as other, Churches: 
ſx which alſo 1 haue lately learned(by one that was an cic& care 
NB witneſle) was the anſwer of that moſt learned and reuerenc 
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Archbiſhop Parker to Door Hamfrey, who then alſo was 
ſomewhatrender and curious her rs, and Maiſter Cart- 
wright alſo at the ſame time; and which I preſume is, 
and will bethe anſwer ofall our reverentfathers, to all refu- 
ſers ang ſtanders out, ypon the vrging thereof, if with thelike. 

' mind and modeſty,they will come in and ſubmic themſehic; 
yntothem, as that famous learned man(whom they need nor 

be aſhamed to haue their patterne & precedent JDoRor Hum- 

fre did. And thus nuchfor the firſt poiar, concerning the na» 

ture and end of Subſcription. 


Cray. [1]. | 
Declaring the ancient, conflant,and generall vſe of this kipde of pro. 
receding in the Church of God, and all other hind: of ſocietier, nil 


7 incorporations whatſoener. 
| 5 2 >9 CAG 2X Heſccond followeth, which reſpe- 
= 1-1 J cth che long yſcofſubſcriptioninche 
05G Church ofGod,accordingto thertrue 
T2 Gt: ' natureand end thereof, aboue defcri- 
| [L>< 7® bed: whereof weereadeinthe Lawe, 
—Ry ©; AT games res 1241 7 
SY) Lec2 ) in cuery kinde of ate proceed» 
DAE Þ 1 eccleſialical orchil good orbad, 


one or other, as withoutthe which noneof rhem could poſſi 
bly ſtand,or loog endure: as firſtincircumcifion, Gen. r7. and 
paſfouer. Exod. 12.verſe.49. whereby teſtimony and ſubſcrip- 
on was giuen tothat religion, and ceremonies chen in ve 
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& none ocher, y they bound chemſelues to like, allow, 
and praRtiſeche ſame for cuer, as well as of their ſeparation 
from all falſe religions and idolatry,and ro be a meanes of fo 
{upon to thereceiuers of the ſame, as Saint Pawle( al- 

ie ro ſome other purpoſe) tellech the Galarhians char bee- 
ing circumciled,they were bound to allow the whole legall 
ſeruices,and alſo ro k 


| che whote Lawe; as chat alſo of our 
fauiour Chriſt, who liugd from that time of his circumciſion 
vntil his death, vader that egall forme ofreligion{(wherof al- 
fo he was a miniſter. Rowe. x 5,) neither did he alter the ſame,rii 
after hisaſcention. And hence ic was, tharbothto «4brehaw 
and all the gouernours of che Church afrer , GOD gaue ſo 
Nraight acharge for the vrging and obſcruing ofit,as beeing 
che fixſ}, meanes of ſubſcription4o therrue religion, which was 
chen profeſled in the world:in ſo much that whoſocuer hee 
W eror bred amongſt them, ſhould be cut off, if he 
were not circiuciſed. So likewiſe at the rearing of the taber- 
AR Latong Lo the ——_ wee ves obſerue to. this 

urpole,that every family and ſpeciall e,yea private Pere 
foms offercd ſomewhat Vivnnbs. + intoken ods appwody. 
tionto that worke, as. the publick meanes of Gods ſeruice,$& 
at che making of anycoucnancberweene God and the : 
or enterpri ng any more publique. bufines. Forthar'end+in 
Nebemiah and other places we ſeean vniuerſall praftiſe of this 
ſubſcription,and formore particular vrging therof, as anoath 
ex officio,in ſome cauſes of greater waight, þ 


| erruemeaning & 
equity of that hard place, Zeaw. 5,10, and (Sir Nehe. 
19,29. (as Hago de ſanto vittore, and: other learned expound 
ir.) doth not onely giueallowance, but commandement alſo 
for the ſame: & thenewe teſtament, ſuch as would noe receive 
and obey the doArine and ordinances agreed vpon,and cu- 
ſtomes alſo for.thole times, asin the firſt roche Forks Cap.1T. 
verſe. 16, werenotonely ſuſpeted And noted for ſome dan- 
gerousand irregular perſons, and checontrary highly com- 
mended.rz.Cor.11.2.25 intheſecond __— the 7 heſſalow.- 
av7.3.cap,v,7-14y butto he debarred alſo from the common 
priui- 
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: | | praftiſe ofthoſe of Frankford to our owne countrimen, who 
(. Op AERO tp. them:and arGeneua hor oniely® Gre OY 4 
and 


I raketo be ſpecially e: yeathey were - 
not to be entertained into houſe, Jobs, Epiff.2. verſe.10. much 
leſſero any cheefe place in Gods houſe,which thoſe men (ro 
whomethis ſubſcription'for the likein'doQrineand ceremo- 
nies,cultomes, ordmancesand orders EG COR ty 

1 5.verſe.22., 13 vrged ) are in perition and cxpettatioh of, Burt 
mare parricularly for the dueries aboue tan wee teade in 
the primitive Church, which may ſeeme to haue leſle neede 
of chis ineanes and-preſeruatiue, how allPrieſtsand Deacons 
were vrged to ſubſcribe torheſpeciall'cahons and decrees. a+ | 
greed vponby ſundry*Councels,elpecially rothoſe of 7 oleds 4 
and Epheſua (which MHelenthtew more plain NR, ad 5; ber Cons © 
the maner oftheirſubſcriprion,page 5 18, of his theo call cordie ju que 
counſels, where he learnedly handlerh many things to his pur. 500 Epiſeopi 
e,and queſtion of ſub{criprion:) hiswords are held Bans Proſ23006 Fee 
oat 


Epbeſime liber in gue ſwat ſubſeriptioner preſbjterorns, nul ranma iu 
Aoreuaram, « chdiromrleece of Chews = Mp "5/1 Ju aoryrakgs 
ſbjfteros, Diaconer. The 


wralibri. - 
WET area» uot, The particy | 54 Hermanialny 
lars wherof we may reade alſoin Evſebr, of Conſtanane that **7, 19% Belgis” 
moſt religious and renowned IE faw right well & Gollle Fe 
the truc nature and end of it, and found bythe differcnces o wits Coflanrl 


thoſe times the abſoluce neceſfiry thereof; which followeth ; 
to be ſpoken ofin the next poinit)commanding for the-end | 
aboue named, this yniformity in ſubſcription, and condem- 
ned Aris: with his owtie voice; Thelike we ſeetohaue beene 
hy pal a age” way Churches, in the harmony 
of thair-confelhons, and+'more ally ro our porpolſerhi 3 
pecially e;.u 1p: POWIIGS.,. 
Tubſcription i$ vrged at to many perſons, 7, 8. org. _ 
rimes, bur an oath alſo is rake for furcher fecuriry,that they ſhal 
obey their NoArine and orders, and doenothing contrary to 
the fame And indecd no incorporation or anne ave: . 
ſocuer hauccuer vicd to recejueand be pantakers of any pri- 
| H 2 wledges 


uiledges them ( and'cheir folly were great if th 
did 6 chey ſhould firſt ſubmic Ges, and rad 
ſcnbeto like thareſtate vader which they live, forany time; 
much more profeſle them ſelues members thereof, and ate 
willing cocaioy good thereby,and that they will doe nothing 
orhcial ro the ſafety chereof:as in Venice it ſelfeqwherein 
the greateſt liberty is graunted of any place in che world, be- 
ſides noneare ſu co conitinue among(t them, which ſhall 
any way pop rar ſtace by word orpraRiiſe : but rather by 
both yeeld & ſubſcribe thereunto, and yeritis ſtrange howit- 
| ſhouldberhoght ſo ſeuereghard. And euen cyrannica}l aw6gſ} 
vs, that ſubſcnption ſhold be required roone Synod or Coun- 
ſell of ours,and ſomefewc things which are chcefeſt & great- 
eſt of conſideration, for the ſtate and good of our Church and 
common wealth : although ic be fromchoſe mens hands alſo. 
who manage ſome ſpeciall buſineſſes thereunto belonging: 
whereaggas in (hort co conclude this ſecond point, al Captains, 
x uernours of Citiesor any _ of ſome mea- 
E _ nerfamily(as for example,many of thoſe miniſters, gentlemen 
; and meaner perſons which miſlike ſo much our vrgzng of ſub- 
riprion by the Biſhops) will admic of none totherr ſerui- 
ces, or any Priuiledge or freedome in thoſe places ot their 
commands { neither is there indeede any reaſon why they 
ſhould )exceprthey giuereſtimony and ſubſcriptionby oath, 
many tumes,and other ſolemniyes, (as ſome kindeof profel-. 
fion and ſubſcription)for cheir well liking and allowing all 
their 1. mag #3 continuall careto do necks prziudiciall to 
the ſame. by meanes whereof, and that eſpecially we ſee moſt 
incorporations,townes, free Ciries, Innes of the Court, and. 
ſuch Jike,ſo much co flouriſh, Thus much alſo for the ſecond * 


poo thowing .the long vlc of ſubſcriptioninche Church of 


Chap. 


Cnae. ITT. 48/26 
Shewing ine the abſolute neceſſity of ſubſcription in an well ordered g 
nerument,aud ſecurely citabliſbed eflate, by all wiſe forefight,and 
inff prenention. woIEd: 


z& HE third *and laſt poyne followerh, 
J which concayncch reaſons for the e- 
” quity and abſoluce neceſſity thereof 

Rgy inany well ordered ſtate Eccleſtaſti- 

Ty callor Cmill , and more eſpecially 

Fx why our Church retayneth ſuch a 


8 articles, with ſomer 
fl why our Biſhops are forced to en- 
toynethe ſame , and that ſuchas live vnderany part oftheir 

overnment ,haue no iuſt cauſe to refuſe, nor yetto thinke fo 
Fardly and ſtrangely ofthe marter. Firſt therefore ſubſcription 


being of the narure of a Sacrament(as we haue part] 
before, and che yſe and endot milicary Sacraments declaring 


the ſame ) Saint «Awgeſtine hath this generall well knowne 3 
Contra Fanfil,” - 
Manicheii.lib, 4 
» : for as che maine ſacraments ordained by God, doe binde ——_— bh. 


ſpecche to this purpoſe: Nellum nowen religionts ant profeſſionts 
eft, in quod homme: coadunars poſſunt abſque ſacramentorum v- 


all ro one and the ſelfe ſame religion, ſo ought theſe other 
kindes of facraments (ſo generally caken by all ſtategouerne« 
mencinthe worid)anddo binde a}l vader the ſame to a co- 
mon vniformity for the profeſſion of the ſame religion, or a+ 


ny other duery and ſeruice whacſocuer.Euen as wee ſee the 


Romanes had their teſſer as ho#þ:rales amonyſt their ſeuerall 

bands, as wichout which(all one withthe marter. of our ſub- 

_ ſcription; nonedhould.diſcerne their firends and foes a (under: 
boſules that hereby the ſecurity 15raken for the ſlrengthnin 


and combining the bctrer together,any politick body,whi 

otherwiſe becing devided both in judgement and pradtiſe, 

many times mult necdes be diſſLlued & come to preſent ru- 
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incof it ſclfe,as Zexchine that werthy learned wricer,and ob. 
ſcruer hath concluded; che caries reaſons of which neceſ- 
4. 8 uayas ſpecially be drawne to theſe rwo heads. Firſt 

ſe by it one generall and vniforme order of proceeding 
in all matters (which may concerne the ſtare )is and ought to 
beeſtabliſhed, which going on in one conſtanc tenor, and ac- 
cording to one =x,.016, By all ſtory and experience be ob- 
ſcrued to be the maine(it notthe onely cauſe tharmaketh a+ 
ny fociery ſafe and happy,and the meaneſt beginnings to ine 
creaſe inall chings;as che continuance of che Romane goucrn-= 


ment, and that which is now vſcd in Venice,doth by thecen- 


ſure of the beſt maiſters inthatkinde, abundantly teſtifie to all 
the world. The ſecond, becauſe by it and none other meanes 
the — diſpoſitions of people ynto thatſtate, vnder 
which they liue,may the better hee diſcernedand alſogkept 
vpright,firme, and faithfull co the fame. The truth of the fieſt 
reaſon may ſufficiently appeare by that generall confuſion, 
whach eftſoones appeared atthe rearing of BabelsTower;whE 
God ſent downe that great curſe ofdeuiding theirtongues a- 
rags chem;which ſamplech avd ſhadowerh oue very firly 
and tully.che confuſed ſtares of our times, for want of that ſub- 
ſcriprion,the onely-meanes to-take away both the effeRts and 
cauſe rogether:wherein by a grezt curſe no doubeto ourftate 
_—_—_ for want of this vniformity inſpeaking one kinde 
anguage{which was the firſt and crucholyrongue of Ca» 


 naan)wee ſcarce vnderſtand one another inthemolt common 


ypontherocks of ſundry hereſics; andh{chifmarical pratiifes, 


and vſuall chings for the building of Gods houſe(except hap- 
ly in ſomefewe general] tearmes of repentance,faith, and 

Lords prayer, and ſuch like,which alſo are agreed vpon, and 
in generall oncly vaderftoode fornames ſake,rather then for 
any vniforme conſent in the vnderſtanding and reaching rhe 
Gme)buc that eucry one, both Prieſt and people, will you 
a trick ofteaching and ynderſtanding Scriptures, and retigion 
of their owne,aceording to their priuate fancjes and ny 
ments, whereby they runchemſelues, and others many rimes 


too 
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" againff cert cine rommen Srendels, 47 


to0 t00 common among vs, in ſo much that wee ſcarce vn-- 


dcritand one another, bur when the miniſter ſpeaketh of one 
thing, for do&trine or life, the people take ir,and will vnder- 
ſtand it of ſome other, as in the buttding of Babellz at which. 
Scalliger obfervech one onely word remained «o all rongues, 
(namely Sack)becauſe (as he gueſlerh) beeing of fo common 
vletoall,cuery one cariedthat with che nameand yſe thereof 
with chem;eue as itisalſo with vs who onely pronounce hap- 
ly. Geds name aright, as beeing rhe voice ofnature, and ſo 
in name and vſe with all che world. In whichreſpe& it were 
further to be wiſhed of all tharloue and ſecke the peace and 
zood of this our Church,or any other, thatthe wiſedome and 
moſt godly care of our ſtate in generall, and the gouernours 
ofour Church(ſceing as we fay he cannot carer de mini, 

poſſibly cavere de omnibus) would prouide amore generall 


or 
- forme and maner of vrging and requiring ſubſcription:wher- 
iQ befides thoſe three poinrs inforceand yſcalready,it mighe ; 


further be cnaed vpon paine of hereſy, or ſome other great 


ferfciture/as ſhould ſeeme beſt vnto their godly wiſedomes) 


thar all bebound with as great ſecurity to keepe one conltane 


courſeagreed vpon by the Church(according to the Articles 
of faith agreed vpon)in which wee liue, in expounding the 


ſcriptures, tranſlating or expounding their texts, diſcuſſing an 
vnuuerſall concrouerſie, and ſuch like; as alſo for confor- 
mity in ceremonies, whereineucry one now yong and old, 


pleaſe chemiclues as they liſt, and raignein their pulpits,and 


i | honey pariſhes according to the morions of cheir owne wan- 
4 Tranſktions,Artieles of faith, and formes preſcribed and ge> 
7 nerally a 
7 weelweforthe time becingzwho( as Pl God & man it is ap- 


. braines: and that cuermore according to the common 


vponby the gouernors of the Church, in which 


O 


ould . przſcribe and 


dein ſuch caſcs all ynder them,& that con{1dering the mas 


nifold inconueniences which daily ariſe and breake forth 
forche wantof this,tothe offence ofcuery man of all ſortes, 
_ and no lefſe aduancageto the aducrſaries of truereligion. 
{ Bur eſpecially thatnone preſume, or by any meanes bee 
F PCcre 
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permitted to -deale in this: publique ſort, or prinate alſo(if it 
might be preuenced)inany thing, controuerſed amongſt our 
{clues,our neighbour Churches cending any way to oppo= 

- fiction. about any matter of our dorineor goucrnment,or cd» 
roue rlies buried or indiſcuſled as yet by che Church ir ſelfe, 
without the priuity and allowance atthe leaſt, or rather com- 
mandcmenr of ſuch as are in authority for the maintaining of 

this yniformity and publike peace of che Church, ſerled a- 
moneſt vs. Remeatbring rhart graue councell and derermina- 
tion herein, by Herianchron in his Theologicall councels. 
Pag. 223. Part 2. Nec vult Dent diſſip ationes fieri infiuitas, & 

rode conmenire wnalt Ecct:fie dotores & vi vna dottrine vox an- 
diatur inquag, Ecclefis. And that worthy precedent for reli. 
mocland wiſe gouernment, Nehenias(with whom [ will con- 
clude this firſt reaſon) who curſed and puniſhed thoſe thae 
ſpake halfe of e4/#deq, and halfe of their owne language, and 
chaſed all ſtrangers from the houſe of the Lord. The ſecond 
reaſon of this neceſſirie of Subſcription, is for the diſcernin 
and examining how cerraine perſons (of whom more ſpeciall 
care is to betaken)are diſpotcd and affeRed to rhe preſent 
Nate eſtabliſhed, andthe generall proceedings thereof, wher- 
in (becauſe no ſtatejs ableto prouide forall particulars th 
haue ben yſually reduced in our Church co thoſe three(whic 
of all others were adiudged to be moſt needfull, and behooue+ 
full forthe ſtate preſence. 
The firſt in regard of that dangerous doftrine,and very com- 
mon defe&ion and ſeparation therupon of many aliege ſub- 
ie otherwiſe againſt the Princes moſt lawfull ſupremacie, 
that by meanes Echis Subſcription,artheleaſt ſuch as might 
draw others intothe like errours, ſhould ſhew their dereſtari- 
on of ſuch a dangerous doytrine and opinion. Theſecond in 
regard of that Anabaptiſticall fury, which poſlciled whole 
multitudes amongſt vs notlong ſince, and raged very feare« 
fully forthe time 1n the minds and praQtiſes of many, holding 
&rcaching that our orders for Gods ſeruice & ſerformes of } 
prayers, ingencral(& cu@not withour blaſphemy ofthe Lords 

TAY pray- 
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the 1nnnediate meanes vnder God for that purpole. Inſomuch 
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praycr it ſclfe;were noreo beallowed, as being vnfit forth 

rimes of grace, and much derogatory from thoſe ſpirituall. ſa- 
crifices, required ſincerhar fulneſle of grace, and prone 
of the Spirit, and aboundance thereof vpn che Chucch. 
For meering wich which inconuenience the ſecond arricle 
concerning the book of comman prayer,was thought neceſ- 
faryto be yrged againſt Browniſme,and all the points and 
branches chercof: varo both which che third alſo was found 
as requiſite and needfull co be adioyned,for che lawfulnes and 


ſufficrencie of the ordiffatis of miniſters amongſt ys,which as 
et very many digerouſly ſtumblear(& indeed is thoughtto, 


e the onely rue and moſt common rocke of offence in this 


their ſeparation) and that as well in regard of Papiſts which 


encrally hold,char.we haue no true minuſtery or Miniſter in 


E:gland: as alſo of myny-amongſthe ocher Anabapriſticall 
forc and faQtion, that maincaine openly, che making of Mini- 
ſters ro be properto God & the ſpirir,& lo was ſubietrono 


huma 
the Bilhops & Eccleſaaſtical powegeſtabliſhed amongſt vs.as 


as cuen vnto this day, the greateſt maiſters ot oppoſirion to 
the Bilhops,calling them planrs that God neuer planted, and 
ſuch like, condemne them,and much more others,fornothi 
ſo much asraking vpon them this power(and whichin my 0+ 
ion and beſt obſeruation in many,is themaineand gre 

rock of offence, hindering che ſubſcription of many at this 
time)and haue for their parts, made no more of any ſuch or. 
ders and power giuen them by che Biſhops then(a» they hane 
noe ſpared in my hearing, alchough long ſince, blaſphemoul- 
ly to ſay)ofa paſportfr6 a maſter theefe,to paſſe rhyough Sti. 
gat hole, or ſomeſuch cheeuiſh place, or by a bribero pur-" 
chaſc fauour from an vniuſt and wicked Tudye, there bein 
no other nin or meanes allowed þy authority for that an 
and me ys yer poore men forthis point allo, as well as 
for all otheFof do&rine or praiſe, generall or particular; in 
fome calcs of conſcience,they flow ofa lorry copany in their 

| | Pref. 
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as che ſencece vnreuerſablein in al things. In regard wherof,& 
many ſuch like generals & particulars (which might cafily be 
—— wovld think it high time & thrice neceſlarie ro 
have this Subſcripti6 with the greateſt ftriftnes &religis to 
be vrged. Now theſe being therwo maine reaſons of this ſub- 
ſcripnon, reſpe&ing the {tate in generall,we will conſider of 
fome others which concerne che reuerent fathers of the 
Church, and their ſpeciall requiring the ſame at rhe hands of 
any, and then wink Srv 4/nn few things obieRed to the 
contrary, Firſttherefore,the common oa for fubſcripti- 
on being ſuch as we hauc aboue ſhewed, ir may cafily ap- 
peareto any cqually minded, that the Biſhops being put 1n 
truſtby God and man with the gouernement of the Church, 
andall ſtate occaſions depending thereupon, they cono more 
herein (wharſocuer any doe leflc):then that which the com. 
mon lawes of the kingdome, and the chiefe gouernours of our 
whole ſtare do enioyne them, and require at their hands, and 
none other. So that in caſceir ſhould atany timefall our(which 
God forbid) thatby reaſon of negligence, or want of due 
care in looking to thele things ſo committed vnto them, any 
fuch as Daxids men were;or worſe, ſhould come ſo neere the 
Lords annointed,or any part of that cane or compaſle where- 
by they might hauc opportunity co cut off the lappe of his 


+ coat,or take the potof water from his head (I meance, to vio- 


late atiy the leaſt part of that generall order of things cſtabli- 
ſhed by him, much more to prendiceor endammage ariy of 
h!sroyall prerogariues)all Dewsd: and others might iwwſtly cry 
alowdetorheſe our Abners,that they were very worthy ofthe 
greateſt blame. Secondly,did lorchele grand Captaines and 
commanders.aboueſayd forall ſtare proceedings, looke for 
this care and ſeruice at the Biſhops hands; yer being the Im- 
mediate gouernours ofthe Church, both cheir power and au- 
chority,and godly wiſedome and forefight couldgloe no leſle 
(except they. ſhould become deſperately carclcſle in their 
ſpeciall charges,like vrico thoſe goucrnours in Iudges, oy 


© 


had neither nor barresto their townes and Cities,) And 
ſo not only that turbulent Tribe , but the very runnagates of * 


Ephreaim,and tayles of [reef((as in Hoſea they are called)might 
Khan mo OD beſt and ſtrongeſt Church 
forces (as they dayly now doe) buralſo Prada 5 and ſur- 
priſe(which alſo they haue beene very ready and buſieto do) . 
even their beſt Holds within, yea the Maſters and gouernors 
chemſelues: who more eſpecially ficring at the ſterne ſhould 
not only without that former care and meanes of preuencion, 
be infinicely moleſted in their owne perſons,and all their pro- 
ceedings; b to their greate hearts griefe ofcen ſee the whole 
| ſhip of cheir gouernwene toſſed vp and downe with contrary 
windes and waves of diuers and contrary dofrines , and as 
many differences in ceremonialland all outward obſeruances, - 
if notta be wracked ypon the manifold dangerous Syrtes and 
rocks of this later Church-hating, enuying,androbbing age, 
Thirdly not only the care of the preſent ſtare in-generall, and 
more e{peciall. that of the Church commirred ynto them, bur 
charity it ſelfe and due compaſſion of ſo-many poore people 
commirted vntothem,cafily ſeduced and moſt inclinable to 
this variety indotrine and profeſſion, doe bind theſereue- 
rend Fathers ofthe Church to amore (tri&& vrging of this fub- 
ſcriprion, or any other meanes for the maintaining of vnifor- 
mity inthe one,and conformiry inthe other, To which pur- 
poſe thac ſpeeche of Cyprian ( albeit extended and derorced 
againſt all reaſon,by our aduerſarigs for the eſtabliſhing that 
their vniverſalicy)ferueth very well, being vnderſtood and ap« 
plycd aright. Yude alter nate hereſer,5c: niſi quia non ob:empe- 
rent emnes pus voce in Eccleſia Noting thereby the chiefe cauſes 
of all hereſfies and diſorders in the Church, becauſe whece this 
. (ubſcriptonisnoc to one voice(as it were) inthe Church, cue. * 
ry onc1mbraceth for his iu{gement and profeſſion, whatſocuer 
| ſeemeth good in his owne eyes,as if there were no King in If- 
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racl,as [wdgesr 18, 12.Towhichaccordeth that grand relolue of 1:idg.18. 


that wiſe obſeruer Melarit}on, who managed many ſtateocea- 
ſions for his time,both for Church and Common wealth-pag, 
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23-Unſtigie Jifhardercud flow coltuniredebent etclefe hofte- 
guaque ecckfa.For as 


voiceto de from one mans mouth chroughour the 
whole world; isno whit like cothat which we require to be 
performed in euery ſpeciall prouince and Corporation of 
Churchor commonweile,as mott neceſlary for che common 
peace and well ordering therot (as in another kind of Trea- 
riſe [ haue Jaboured ro demonſtrate ) and peoples '{afec- 
ries ljutne vnder the ſame; the other nor to bee oFeQed or 
expected in this world , but muſt be perfourmed at chat 
day , when. there ſhall bee bur one ſheepheard and one 


ſheepfolde , and none buc- Chriſt his ſheepe ſhall beEchere, 


which evermore heare his voice. Bur forthereaſon it ſelfe we 
nowinſiſt in, it is euident ro the cies of all our Engliſh, who 


withone parrialiry and preiudice doe behold the ſtate of | our - 
times, where a man may ſce,for want of exafting this meanes' 


of ſecurity,and promo againſt che _ onely diverft- 
ries of opinions broached and ſcartered in tuery place, but in- 


finite diſtratons thereupon of all ſorts of people; and looke 


almoſthow many men,ſo inany.minds, ſo many fa&tions and 
oppoſitions berwixt ſomerimes Biſhop and Miniſter , Mini- 
ſer and people,and(if itmay be)more vakindly andrvnſauo- 

contentions amongſt vs . Infomuch as ſome amongſt vs 
haue beene noted as men of another Church , akhoughdhey 
were inthe compaſlle of one Deanry, yea two of the nexr pa- 
riſhes,yea the ſame pariſh & houſho]d many times:the one al- 
lowing and vſing the: Croſle, kneeling at the Communion, 
and ſuch like;the other cleane contrary,cuen condemning all 
other that are nor of their owne opinion... Yea too too coum- 


" monly (and by no meanesto be reformed, bur onely by this 


wenow ſpeakeof ) in manyeſſentall poynts of whoHome 
dofrine andthe holy faith profeſſed amongſt vs:as of prede- 
ſinacion,ſauing grace,renewing againe by repentance, pray- 
ing for Apoſtates, and ſuch like (were they particularly reci- 
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red)exceeding many: wherein the poore people are infinicely = 
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offe d many ſo ſtumble that they fall downerighe, vp- 
cn otcaſunn of this our 13s. ner. noreligion "EHP: 
crow Libertines, Atheiſts, andthe fall ofrhebeſtis cothe Pa- 
piſts, becauſe ie1311kely (as they ſay chemſelues) they ſee no 
fich variety amongſt chem. An@1I would to God in this mat- 
cer of our government we were but halſe as wiſe in our genera* 
tion as they are. Laſtly co end this-reaſon drawue from theot- 
tence of the poore people(which is very eagerly and earneſtly 
vrged by theſe refuſers to ſubſcribe , in another caſe, agaiaſt 
many indifferent cercmonies of our Church) I doe not ſee,in 
relpe& ofthis marterof vffence and publique peace for poli- 
rick proceeding , but that we may as well admic diverſities of 
religions,as they are now diverſly diſtinguſhed inthe world 
(I meane euermore Chrittianreligion) as ſuch diuerfities in 0-. 
pinions abour many particulars in any kind of religion, and 
proceeding for the profeſſion and expreſſing the ſame to God 
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and the world:cfpccially rowards the ſimple multzude-( in 


the ordering whereof ſtanderhche greareſt ſkill, andthe beſt 
Art, and all meanes arelittle enough for the madneſle of the 


people as P/al.48) whereof the molt partare carried by ſenſe, 


ſhewerh: and ſtand or fall more vpon the vniformuty or irre- 
gularity in ſuch procecdings.then vpona hugdreth dodtrines, 
ca kinds of religion,alſo being nor able ro examine them ro 
e trucorfalſe. Fourthly , without this all che gifts and em- 
ployments of our chiefe captains and inferior ſouldiers,would 
doe little good ( as God wot lictle commeth of all our prea« 
ching,&c.) yea the meaneſtthat keeperh his rankeand order 
appointed by any leader inthis or any otherarray,would doe 
more good then a whole band of vnmarſhalled & difordered, 
albeitthe moſt experc and valiant ſouldiers in the world. And 
inthe ſecond place, what enemy toour ſtate, Papiſt,, Brows= 
niſt,factious ſchiſmatick,or moſt ſeditious and poyſontull he. 
retick,mig lane himſelfe in ſome great place of aduan- 
tage forthe diſturbing the commo n peace, and infefipg the 
whole Church, with ſuadry kinds of falſe dorine ? "> 
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this barre of ſubſcription layd in the way(as a common Lawe 
and countermure(as Phils faith) whereby to hedge in and pre. 
ſeruethe vineyard of Chriſt, and keepe theſe Bores and Foxes 
out, which notwithſtanding all the- care 'and circumſpe» 
ion (which the moſt vigilant can vie) we ſee too too com- 
monly come co wo gs. euery whereto {warme inall Chur- 
ches. - 7 


Cuay. V. 
ma) and ought to yeelde to ſubſcription, 


Teeldng rem why tbe) 


with ſorue anſwers alſo to their 1ygnorant obietiion; to the con- 
8rarw. | 


v He obieRions which are vſually made 
Y againſtchis vrging of 456i (0Eſ 
- bcirmoſt ofthem ariſe from that com- 
mon fallation of nor vnderſtanding 
the true nature of any. thing , and F 
conſequently ofthis ſubſcription,and 
| &Y tcherefarc were anſwered in laying 0- 
GN @ pcn che firſt poyne which we cd 
lis creabout, ſhewing whatit was nor, 
/ and whatit was indeed: Yet becauſe [ find many other things 
obieftcd againſt it , oracthelcaſt,this praftiſeand ſeuere vre 
oing and vrgers of it, whichare taken from cerraine acciden. - 
tall chings,as the perſons vrging,and varo whome this Sub- 
{cription is vrged,the preſent cume,Lawes inforce, and ſuch 
like; muſtneeds apply my anſwers accordinely, Firſt there» 
fore it is obieed,tharno Law of the kingdome doth require 
* fucha ſubſcription, bur only to the ſupremacy prowded for 
by the x 3.of Ehzabeth, which ſeemerhto be an Avex his (hield 
to theſe men for their ſtanding our, __ long fiace to 
their hands by that old abſtratter, and turbuthed-ouer againe 
by our late publique and private pleaders . To which Lan- 
ſwer,that both by the Lawe of Godand man, andthe whole 


body and ſoulcyas [ may foſpeake,of ali zemporall Lawes in 


this 1 


nf of 
_- %# bn. » 
my 


' 42 dinff cerivite commits Seandalls, 55 
chis kingdome,they are boundto yeeld themſeluesto any im- 
olkiaxand demiand whereby me private good whichby no | 

other meanes could be procured , much morerhe publique / 

\ peace and goodofa whote ſtatemay be continued and con- 

firmed, as inthe 1.Peter cap, 2.v.13.and r3.Heb.v.r17.Obey 

all ſer ouer you:&c.ſuch as we haue ſhewed from the nature, 1.Peter.cap.a, 


not thar the whole ſtate by Parliament, and common agree- 

ment,give power, {trength and authority ro Eeclefialficall orby man,iv 
Lawes, as whereby they would haue a]l ynder their gouerne- nor againſt * 
ment bound to obey the ſame, neither doth that ſpecia!l Anti- God.Can,pri- 
dotein the ſtature avoue' named provided for the heart ( 


dicethe application of any other ſoueraigne remedy for the where Biſhops 
fafeguard and preſervation of other principall parts, and the 22d Church 
wholy body in generall, ſuch as fub 
Articles,if any other inuented and appointed in our Church. ng named, 
Secondly it is obiefted, why now morethen in former time, 
and by theſe Biſhops more then their predeceſſors, and to 
ſome men more then other, and why there may not bea to- 
leration or forbearing of ir,as well now as in the Biſhop Gris- 
da/t tive, and ſomeſpeciall relentings by that wiſe and wor- 
thy gouernor Biſhop Whiregife? For anſwere whereunto,as all 
authority is likned by P{aro co a (word, ſo ought the vie of 
any part thereof to be like che wearing handling of a 
ſword, which isnor vſuall,fic, nor neceſſarie atalltimes, but 
onely when there is tuſt occaſionthercohzas namely when they 
. eſpy or feare any dangerous perſons ypon the way,or inthe 

verge of their ;uriddifiion and authoricy:as now of late & ma» 
ny times heretofore, many dangerous and ſuſpitious perſons 
* hauc beendeſcriedgthar living amongſt vs are vf one or more 

of thoſe three wicked bands of ——_ beforenamed, which 

haue giuen this iuſt occaſion (itnor ro draw outany ſword) 

yetat he lcaſtto yſe this meanes of fortification againſtthem, 
And why others haue not dealt in like manner ( there beei 


doubtleilc neede enough at all times ) I reſt perſwaded of 


"4 their 


7 mo.Feare God* 
&c, 


: ©: ol pe [8 
meane the Prince 1n his ſupremacy) any way hinder or pretie Heb,.v,rp. 
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—_— * goucrnors are 
{criprion 1sto the other dircRly meant- 
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* their moſtiult cauſes, ſecret and knowne to them ſelues,” o 
- deale fo inthoſerimes,and forbeare ro- inquire ints:cheir par- 

ticular moriues and inducements thereunto : and will 'onely - 
remeber one peece of a ſtory out of Guicciardine(whichmay 
defcipher in ſome maner the nature arid ſtate ofrthefe things ) 
where for the miſtaking only,and nor ſo much for not ynder- - 
ſtanding che ſame, oneword Darier, and in a ſmall gouerne- 
ment ofa feweoutcaſts becing the 04d, the whole array was 
broken,and their whole enterpriſe which was ina maner at- 
chieued fruſtrated vpon the ſodainezmuchmore and ſooner 
(might any thinke)had they beene difarayed, and che whole 
band diflolued , ifchere had beene any(much more a greater 
company, as ir matters of our conſideration) amongſt them, 
that had not knownetheir ſpeciall watch words, neither wold 
haue ſuffered chemſelnes (as they had ſubſcnbed)tro be ruled 
by that diſciplincand orders preſcribed for that (ſpeciall ſer- 
uice,thento be managed among(t chem,and cxecured by the. 
And more ſpecialy for thoſe renowned gouernors8&, Primates 
for their tinie(albeit for the latter of them, they were both his 
rivare ats and indulgences,as wherofalfo before hisdeath, 
ho found iuſt cauſe of miſliking , with a moſt ſerious vow ne- 
uverto yecld the ſame againecoany?) [ hope may fpeake with 
due reverenceto them both, and iuſt reſpeR alſo toall other, 
whichas yer forbeare this przciſe and generall requiring the 
ſame,as a greatlearned man ſpakeof as learned a one, Mai- 
ſter Bucex inchoſe mcerimical! riumes wherein he lived: Hee 6- 

ins lenutas parwwmnlls profuit : and I pray Godthat this of theirs 

doe no greater harme to themſelues and others; as whart it 

hath done already , I leaue to the iudgement of all wiſe ſtate 

obſeruersro determine. And indeede as ſome of cheſe excep- 

tors haue made that worthy late Archbiſhop the chiefe 'Au- 
chor and vrger ofthis ſubſcriprion(howſocuer now they will 

takeaduantagefrom ſome litcle relenting of his)ſo doall wiſe 
ob{cruersof came and ſtare acknowledge it for a moſt worthy 

care,andenterpriſe of his, or whole elſe ſgever,which bein 

fo well foreſcene & ploned by himour worthy Php, inchofs 
© | diffi. 
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difficult and turbulenc times; wee all hope now by tvs ſuc- 
ceſſor likely by Gods bleſſing ro proue an eLexander, & his 
eAMlexander after him, and to vs all theracher by his meanes, 
ſhall be fully and perfely accompliſhed, As wickour which 
indeedethe true and ſound peace of Church or ſtate canne- 
uer beeſtabliſhed,(of whome it may be ſaid with all one reuc- 
uerence in this behalfe, as it was ſometiraes of Latber & Lira 
compared together fortheir moſt worthy & honourable en- 
rerpriſcs, which I pray God theſe may ſorclike vato,& much 
more happy(which God cfftefed by their meanes) $5 Lire 
now liraſſet, Lutherus non triumpaſſet. Laſtly it is obieed that 
becing brethren,and many of them of good deſert and beſt 
conuerſation, ſhould be ſpared in ſome tewe particulars;eſpe- 
cially {ince greater fauour is ſhewed to worſe meEbers am6gſt 
vs: to/\which we anſ{were, that Ben; virs mult bee Bon cimes 
ſo,orelſeare they more fit to be in heauen, or to liveas priufte- 
men vpon the carth, thento beare any part inpublickadmi 
niſtration. In which che. baſeſt ſoldier keeping his ſtation (as 
wee hauec {aid before)and doing his ;nddnra nd more 260d 
then many other more ſkilfull and valiant which e.or 
forget their military ſacrament : & for fauour required(which 
is alwaies duc to-men of good deſert ) howſoeuer forgetting * 
_ theE(clues ſometimes in greatermatters, I could wiſh from-my 

hart, thacall lawfull fauour ſhould be ſhewed thE,in regard of 

any oftheir priuate cſtates, for vpholding a comfortable life 
for them.and theirs; becauſe they haue been annointed with 
oyle; and as the Propher Eli/a4b gaue counſell tro the King 
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of lracll.2.K:ngs.6:22. ſo could: 1 wiſh concerning theſe e- »,reg.cap. 6, I 
nemies of our {tate{who are now inthe hands and vnder the veil, 2, "4 


cenſure of the gouernors of this time) that ſince —__ afa- 
tall kinde of error, and not without ſome 105 wig loemer 
to vs all by cutting offa Tribe (although aſtubborne one, as 


Beniamin was, {udges.21) from our Iſracll, and 4g ies, jy Tudg,:1,cap,y, 


Church of their proficable & neceſſary labours in ſome kind 3- 


& reſpeQ(otherwile I ſpeake of very many of them)a great 
& ſtrange blindneſle is befallen the, as verſe 18.o0f the ſame 
| .K chap- 
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chapter: they ſhould not bedealc withall, as taken with the 
{word and bowe, burthar bread and water (tharis, all'chings 
neceſſary for men of their ſort) be ſet before them. Bur yer ro 
yeeid them ſuch fauour, as to retaine their publique places, & 
exerciſe their offices and funQtions belonging thereunto, be- 
Ing contrarily minded, and ſo affetedalſo ro very many ſtate 
proceedings, both in opinion and praGtiſez ic were a cruell 
mercie{as eFngnſtive callcth it) and fauour,by ſparing a fewe 
toindanger all:it beeing a very conſtantpoſition amongſt the 
politique maſters (asthat Popiſh Dolmen auoweth, and our 
CndiGdete doe not difalloweit) thatall miſlikers of a- 
ny eſtate eſtabliſhed cannot but wiſh the overthrowe, or at 
the leaſt ſomealteration of the ſame, which I ſuppoſe moſt 
of theſe will not deny or refuſe greatly to profeſle. And there- 
foreaccording to that famous and generally recciued ſaying, 
of Saint Cyprian , Melina eft v1 pereat unns quam waites, better 
eAb/olon him(clfe, and ail his hoſt ſcattered, then that Dawid or 
any of his honourable ſcrnants of ſtate ſhoutd beſo much diſ. 
quieted andindangered : who may. moreiuſtly a great deale 
_ anſ{weretheſe men, fuing for fauourat their hands,then Txt«s 
did the lewesand. Prieſts intreating for their lines, that fince 

' they haue ſer fare ypon our'temple with their owne hands 
(as cheſenien have done, nor likely co bee quenched inhaſte). 
{urely chemſclues whoſe gifts and liues ſerue onely thereunto, 
could defire, or atthe leaſt deſerue no fauour, Neither laftly 
he that tooffend any(as it doth not greatly commend the- 
ſelues} thattheſe refuſers to ſubſcribe,are men oftender con- 
ſcience,painfull intherr callings,of blamleſle conuerſationfor 
the moſt part,and ſuch like; becauſethe greater is their fan in 
depriuing the Church of ſomany their good parts, and the 
urer & finer the matter is, the ſooner doth it receiue ſtaines: 
neither doth the purenefſe diminiſh, bur increaſe rather(at the 
| leaſtto the outward viewe) thedeformity ioyned with it, 
And indeede theſe men beeing otherwiſe well armed and ap- 
pointed for the Niuels weapons (as it ſeemeth) no maruaile if 
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they be found imperfe&t and ly more open to his aſſaults & 
invaſions vpontheir weake and ſcrupulous conſciences , for 
want of true vnderſtanding andſpirituall wiſedome tm that 
behalfe. And albeitmolt commonly it falleth out that men 
(uffer farſt ſhipwrack(as Bellermine obſeruethin his prefaceto 
thethird part of his controverſies) in their maners and confci- 
ences, before they fall into grander errours , yer it 4s not: al. 
waies (o,efpecially in differences and- errors of this -narure; 


 Whercinthe Diucll(as Chry/otome well noteth ) 15 wont very », PRs 
cunninglyco ſowe his poiſon by and in the meanes of good negrre/pun ine © 


actions ot lifeand Pax/chim felte dranke thrice poiſon out ; 
of che Diuels cup,2.Coy. 12, in ſome ſuch likecaſeand occali. 
on. But howſocuer, God reſpe&eth no mans perſon ( as ' the 
ſame Paw ipeaketh.Gala.1.) neither doththe word of God 
- come out from chem onely,1.C 0r.14.3 6. bur beeing asall o- . 
ther men,ſubieR to their falles(howſocuer neither theſelues 
nor any other their fauourers delight to tell Paid faciwnt ) in 
otherthings,and deceant alſo(which is many times worlt of 
all) as well as 2 uidpatinurar, mult likewiſe endure the cen- 
ſure of the time,and cheir ſpeciall puniſhments awarded, as 
well as othermen. Now that theſe, men may haue ſomereaſ6s 
giuen and affoorded why they may ſafely ſubſcribe as wellas 
the gouernours efthe Church may & ought to vrgethe ſame 

on them, I haue reſerued ſomewhat to the laſt place ( as I. 
promiſed)for this end, Whercin firſt wee will remoue ſome 
difficulties vſually pretendedin this aftion of obedience, and 
then declare how in effect they daily doe as much or (haucal- 
ready by their daily praQtifes) more chen in this ſubſcription 
13 required at cheir hands, For thefarſt, rhey muſt all know 
hatches thing-required in ſubſcriprion is their obedience ra- 
ther and good affeftion to the fate and allowance of the 
maine things eſtabliſhed amongſt vs, then any their par- 
ticular knowledge, and examination of ſo many parti- 
culars, which, doe not ſo much indeede concerne them 
to know,much lefle to inquire ſo tarre into them ; whole beſt 


wiſedome and ſafety for their conſciences were in matrers of 
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this nature fo long as no manifeſt ſinne may appearethercin 
(for chena ſeparation were neceſlary)co reſt themſclues vpon 
that which is commanded,and the wiſedome and decrees of 
thoſe vader whoſe gouernmentand authority they hue. For 
beſides thatthis-were many waies more fafe for their conſci- 
ences,and would cut off many lets and hinderances(which on 
the other fide are caſt into the way of the manifold dueties of 
their ſpeciall callings)it would very well become men of their 
ſortto haue ſo reuerent an opinion of fo many waighey and 
grave conſtitutions, deuiſed and appointed by ſo many lear- 
ned heads,ifter ſuch long experience and precedents from all 
Churches inthe world,to ycelde themſclues with heare and 
| hand,andto giuetheir good allowance to the fame, that at the 
leaſt chey arelawfull and wholſome, and ſuch as doe no way 
croſſeand contrary the word of God . And to fay with him 
Laertiusta that read overa booke and vnderſtood but few things there- 
| _— vile. in (Que imelexs bona,creds etiam que non intellexi): tor being 
<a— Loy ' things. atthemoſt doubtfull and controverſet! berwixethem 
So and the reuerend Fathers, any reaſonableman would thinkeit 
more fie,that theſe inferiors ſhould come 1n, and yeeldethem- 
ſelues; rather thentheſe ſuperiors, (whoſe reaſons and confci- 
ences are perſwadedro be as good and'betcer, becauſe berter 
informed/and furniſhed with 1udgement and knowledgethen 
theirs.)Neicher may the pillars ofthe earth(as ob ſpeaketh) 
that is auncient conſtitutions and determinations of men in 
: gnome forſaken and pulled downe for cheir fakes , who are 
ut of yeſterday. ; and ſo I conclude this with that worthy 
ſpeech of e{r»obiu: im a higher matrer againſt the Gentiles: 
Lib. 1,covics Sapercilio/a nimi res eff quando ip(e ſir non tutts,in aliena etiammunm 
Genres, poſſeſſ.one ver ſerts ,potentioribus dare conditionem velle , v1 id fiat 
uod tuvelt non gieod inuencris antiquu conftitutionibis fixum:Se. 
condly if any thing be hard in the 1udgement of cheferetuſers, 
jr may either be conuinced to be ſ1mply wicked,and then no 
doubt it ſhould be forborne, or alcered , -or they might and 
ought to departzor cls doubtfull and diſpurable, and j gud by 
beter diſcuſſing the points, andinformarion thereupon, my 
mo 
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moſt tendereſt ofchem might be ſatiſfied, if they would ſceke 
and hearken to the meanes; asthe Biſhops of euery Dioceſle, 
accotding tothe appointmer of our worthy Soueraigne ,haue 
yeelded time and meanes enough for their ſatisfaRion in any 
thing they way haue 1uſt cauſe ro take exception again(t. For 
the other reaſon,that they doe dayly ſubſcribe by word and 
praiſe, how els doe they ſay Amen to our Leitourgies,and ro 


- our orders of common prater , whereatthey refuſe _notto be 


preſent, much more how can they be content by their praQti- 


ſes to hauc liupd as. mmuſters hitherto vnder that gouern- 


ment and po cherein,to which now they darenotſub- 
ſcribe and (et their hands ? whereas by their former praQtiſes 
they had done ſo many a yeare together,and ſo would doubr- 


leſle by cheir word and profeſſion now, butthar ſome other - 


ſiniſter cauſes(I feare)draweth and haleththem another way. 
And fo toconclude this point, I deſire all toremember that 
wiſc ſpeech of that graue Senator in Valcrius Maximm , pro- 
phecying ofRome,thatthen ſhould be the end of chat Empire 
when the ſuperiors ſhould forger to rule as beſecmed them, 
and inferiors to obcy inall things; which doth cuermore bet 
become them, and without the which there would beno bet- 


'terthen Nomadum vite, where (as Emripiderſaith)s 7c exver 8441 Euripides in- 
870i; and the very Image ofhellic ſclfe , death and the graue, Phxvillis. © 


where(as /ob faith, Chap.10,verſ.22)there is no order, butlighe 


is there as darkneſle. To anſwer yetalitcle more fully the ob= 


ie&tions made againſt ſubſcription, and to giue the beſt ſatis- 
faftionwe can tothe weake or wilfull "Rs way out vpon the 
vrging thereof,and ſo many vyniuſtly offended thereupon, I 
defive al with indifferency to readg that which I haue thought 
neceſlary toadioyne here following as a ſupplementto our 


former conſiderations thereof; as well ſhewing what ſmall. 


cauſe the one fide hath for their ſtanding our, & being offen- 
dedrthereat,asalſothe great equity and euen abſolute neceſſh» 
ty forthe moſt preciſe requiring the ſamein any well ordered 
eſtate . Firſt thereforeto ſhew that it bindeth none to beare 


flſe witneſle,to fay yea and nay ofthe ſame thing,& ſo to in- 
| K 3 tangle 
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ichische ſumineof Maſter Nichols and all 
hiscomplices oppoſing themſelues againſt it:we ſay fwrit,cthat 
nothing contained in thoſe Articles to which Subſcription is 
required, 1sany way againſt the ruleand Canon offaith and 
manners(whichare the very pich & ſubſtanceof all the word 
of God:)for as for all our doctrine,there is.nothing generallic 
maintainedinall the Articles ofour Church, which dire{tly 
crolleth any portion of ſcripture examined by thoſe rwo for- 
mer rules,nor yet containeth or alloweth any Waſphemy,he- 
refie, Idolatry or ſuperſtition,or any iniuſticejn them again 

the ſerond table (bur whollome Lawes are made acainſtthem 
all,both Eccleſiaſlicall & Ciuil})and are cuery way ſutable for 
the generall contents thereof, with that Harmony of conteſſi- 
ons which was not many yeeres ſince agreed vpon by all re- 
formed Churches:as I preſume-theſe refuſers neither can nor 
willdeny,and all that cuer I haue dealt with, or heard of ,con- 


feſle as much ofour dorine;whichyetindeed(bethings well 
examined) isas much as is required at their hdd by chis 
Subſcription. And as for particular differences of learned men 

C expoſition of ſundry Scriptures and diuerſitics of 
1udgements,about any ſpeciall point of poſitive Diunutie, as 
for example in ſome part of Sor Article touching Chriſts 
deſcending into Hell, and ſuch like very manie,about the 
reading ortranſlating,yea allowing atall certaine-books ge- 
nerally retained among(t che reſt of holy Scripture,they need 


not hinder any mans hand from Subſcription : foraslong as 


the world ſtandeth, there will be infinite ſuch differences, and 
that which Hierome obſcryeth in his time, concerning many 
ſuch varieties , muſt goe {bll for currant; thacin ſuch cauſes 
Dnilibet abmndet ſwo ſenſu , and yer ſubmir himſelfe to the ge. 
nerall ccuch and equity of things ordained in the Church: 
which is he beſt rule for euery age,and cuery ſpecial Church, 


ngle andinwrap weaks conſciences with manifold ſcrup/es 
ay dificulries,w 


For ſoneither is it any way cocrary, but very agrecable to the 


word of God, and euery particular therein, that the beſt hu» 
mane conſtitutions for matters of doftrine or manners, ſhould 
| | | be 
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bei ad not want their doubts arid ambiguitiesnor © 
. yerthat thoſe char live vnder gouernment, for theldimperſs. ":: -2=Y 
Rijons no way ——_—— manifeſt error or umpiety ( be 

they never ſo many)ſhall refuſe to ſubſcribe thereunto, being 

lawfully required;for ſo ſhould they yeeld vnto nothing:an 

yet when they haue done all they can,they muſt and doc ſub. 

ſcribe to ſome men, and ſome rules for dorine and matters 
traditionary _—_—_ themſelues: and why not aſwell tothe 

preſenc ſtate, whereby, chey live ? but that fingularity, fyding < 
and affeRion now ruleth all the world,and God his ordinance 
iscafily negleedand reiefted. Secondly in matters doubtful 
and difficult either for doArine and prattiſe (ſo long as they 
containeno manifeſt impicty or notorious offence inthemy: - 
the Superiours authority grounded vpon the fift copmande- 
ment, is ſuffictentwarrant and bond alſo to any conſcience 

for obedience thereinzfor otherwiſe there would be no end af 
controuerſies {as WHelant?.pag.12 3.Part.2.Confil,Thbeolog. Yt 
ſ#t 6g11wy diſcordiarwns finis,relte facit poteſtas obiigans homines vt 
obremperent cum alioquiperere fit neceſſe, according alſoto that 
old argument, Cognitio im /ynodis cft [mnomum indica in Eccle> 
ſia, parere igitar eff neceſſe:) nor yet any order for any procee- 

dings in the world. Which mooued Sainte Awgw#timear the laſt 
. toconclude this point, for the compelling of hereticks and all 
contrarily minded to wholſome dotrine and religioneſtabli- 

ſhed by the Ciuil Magiſtrate(as in his Rerratations)he ſhews= RetraRatio. : | 
eth:whoſe iudgemec being ſovniuerſaly approued am6gſt ys lb.z.cap.18, - 
that refraRary ſpirits may and oughtto be conſtrained co ſuch "i 
obedience,cuen againſt their iudgements,& that without an 
conſcience of fin yntothemy [ maruaile how theſe ſtandards 
out can intheir conſciences abſolue themſelues of a you fin 
againſtthe fifrcommandement, for diſobeying in ſo meane 
and ſmall impoſitions by ſo lawfull authority; whereas in 0« 
beying , they hauethe filt commandement for their warrit, 
andthe commanding magiſtrate his ſoule and conſcience en- 
' gaged in this behalfe,as whole finne furthermore ir 1s if it bee 
any,and of whom it is to berequired,and not of the — 
WAG 
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obedienceco ſuperiors, and ſtaycrh himlelfe herein vpon the 
5 commandemet.And ifchey ſay,tharin ſubſcription things 
fimply wickedare vrged by our Church,as in our doQtrines, 
formes of prayer, and diſcipline defended and ailowed;' iis 
ſtrange thatthey haue neuer as yetinall cheir pryings,cxcep* 
tions, and: conclufions amongſt them, exhibiced any ſuch 
foule martetro the cies of the judicious, which God be rhank- 
edarcin greatnumber amongſt vs,and abroad in the world: 
and itwere very ſtrange and wicked alforhar' our neighbour 
Churches with whom weentcttaine and profeſſcagreement 
and confeſſion alike, ſhould wane fo much charity, and thar 
-{olong(cſpecially thoſe &ri##ercbiof Geneua,and Bezs him- 
 (elfewntipg ſoofrco our late Queene,and ſome Biſhops alſo 
- ofthis kingdome)as neuer to haue pur vs in minde thereof; & 
ina'word they mighras well ſay wee haue no Chureh art all, 
(which G OD behanked for matrerof cenſtintiony for do- 
Qrineand maners is one of the moſt flouriſhing Churches in 
| che! world)as £0 ſay we ſhould retaine ſuch gro points,cont- 
Cafſander de trary to faichand manners: as Caſſe#der learnedly diſpureth 
Baptiſmo In» from this generall to his pO defence of infants bapriſm 


very like intoo'too many things vnto thoke Setaries of our 
times; to whom our wiſc and learned moſt noble Soueraigne 
lately anſwered,thatifthey ſuppoled and iudged ſuch grofle- 
neſle (as idolatry and ſuch like )ro beinany part of the ſub. 
ſtance of ourreligion,or any meanes of expreſſing the ſame, 
chat then they did very ill to ſtay ſolong amoneft vs , and 
ſhould rather depart the kingdome:which 1s alſo our anſwer 
in ſome caſes(vel ſubſcribendum vel ſetedendam) rather (in caſe 
they cannotbe perfwaded) thenthey ſhould doc any thing as 


|  Inhis Epiſtle eainſt their conſcience,to depart from vs. 
| | - toQuecne = Phi i pong. 2 hisreaſos foraſfociation inreligis(which 
SK lizaberh and preſume are wel 


accounted of by theſe refuſers and diſlikers 


the Biſhops of 


Þ ine: © of Subſcription(che Author being for themoſt part wholly of 


- 4 thezr 


|  ag4inſt certaine common Scandals 
_ their fide)make as much for vniforwiry in profeſſing and ex- 

preſling the ſamereligion by one kind of ceremonies and cir. 
cumltancesaccordingly . And be ir well conſidered and exa- 


mined in ma:terand weight of ſtare deliberation and execurt- | 


on, it will be found thereupon, by all chatarerruelyable to 


diſcerne ſuch matters and myſteries thatit is as like to haue to» - 


leration & multitudes of religio(which all kinds of opinion ſo 
much condemne) as ſuch yariery, diuerfities, andcontrariety 
inthe ourward manner,externall rites,circumſtances and ce- 
remonics ro expreſle the ſame (as we haue abouc intimared) 
and in the outward performing chereof . Ant albeit there be 

reat ods in reſpectof che matter of conſcience with G ON 


(which is but one,and fo will haue bur one religion, one faith, | 


one baptiſme,&c)and fo for the ſoules and ſaferies of Chrifti- 
an people which can have bur one good andtrue religion; yer 
for good policy,marcer & meanes of common peace,and well 


ordering che outward goucrnment of the Church, morein- - 


conuemences may well and wiſely be obſerued ro proceede 
from rhe latter chenthe former : as in comparing ceremonies 
with do&rine by certaine reaſons drawne from maſter Luther 
and others, we hane elſewhere ſhewed ina more large treatiſe, 
which if God pleaſe ſhall nor be long behind this, aboutthis 
and many other matters : the onde led chiefly by che 
outward ſcnfes, and orders cuſtomably obſerued .-. Laſtly, 
whercas ſome obie& thar our doctrine and ceremonies are 
contrary the one to the other, and chat willingly ( which all 
confeſle and yeeld vnro)chey would ſubſcribe ro our doftrine 
and all che Arcicles of our faith, but not vnto the ceremonies; 
it ſeemerhto me very ſtrange 7 and much repugnant to the 
rules of true Diujmirty; which teache that cuermorero be good 
forpraGtiſe, which is true and ſound for conſcience and judge- 
merit. Now our doctrine being allowed for good and currant 
which doubtleſle is as well about ceremonies , asany other 
ead and pointof doarine)l cannot ſee any iuſt cauſe for the 
ſtanding out againſt the one more then the other :and indeed 
howſocuer the doCtrine of fach (which is according tothoſe 
OO TS L grand 
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0p An Antidote, * 

| grand rules of faith and manners, as Hierowedefineth them: 
1,7 m.cap.4)is truely and ſoundly taught and maintained, all 
other _ about circumſtances and ceremonies,and ſpeciall 
prattiſes of any ,not contrary to che generall rules aboue na- 
med,cannot goe amille, according to that graue and true 
judgement of Augnſtm:Lib.de Cinit.Dei cap.4.V bi bene credutur 
non male vinutur : And forthings doubtfull and controuerſed 
(which cuermore will remaine inthe beſt reformed (Church 
whatſocuer)cicher for doctrine or praRiſe, the Decrees of e- 
very ſpeciall Churchfor their times ought to prevaile with 
euery well minded and affced perſon to God & his Church. 
For the further reſoluing and concluding whereof, and this 
whole treatiſe, I deſire all ro reade that which Melanfton hath 
ſer downe,pag.501.and 502:ot the firſt part of his theological 
Councels, part whereof I have thought fit and neceſlary to ſer 
downe mT addeas a Colophonemro all the reſt: Hec cum con- 
| Puntaſunt in Ecclefia,poteſtatem eſſe interpretands ambigna,camg, 
pertinere ad plurer,boc eft ad Sinodos, ſequitur Sinodorum ſent entias 
ampletiendas eſſegtanguam certas & non labefailandas : Fruitra 
enim eſ[et poteff as data indicanas,ſi liceret perpetno aduerſars: Nulla 
eſt politia in qua non ſit aliqua vox legum interpres inuiolahils Sica 
maitſta; tribuitgr impert quia diinitn conflituta ſunt & Den ve 
luit CMagiſtratum hac poteſtate Indicands munitum eſſe, cur non 
Eccleſia mags baberet poteſlaterma © authoritatem mmtolabilem 
que longe (uperat imperia maieſtate. Denique concuſſa Simodarum 
autoritare & retrattis hu repagulys,quomodo petulantigingenorum 
crercers poterit? Nulliz in eceleſia ſeditionum (us erit,fi ea que vetu- 
ſftas ſumma granitate decreuit canillars licebu . /ulte ſunt cauſe 
que deletu weterum teſtumony: magnos poſſint tumwultins excitare,ut 
quaeiT0 de infanth; Baptiſmo, de ver bo loanmis primo,an fignificat per- 
fonam & plerague alia: Valeat igitwr un eccleſia rerum indicataruns 
avtorits.e Apno(camus prom!ſſjones que teſtantur piorum congre(« 
ſte ,C+ indicia gubernaridininitues, Diſcat populus renerentians ece 
cleſie, & 11s piorum Dottorum congreſſibus deberi,qui ingentibua 
certaminibus defenderunt celeſicm dolIrinam: Hee [unt viitiatran- 
quiluati communt . Nam «14p30« parit aternas dilacerationes &- 
vailitatem 
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avainſt certaine rommon Scandals. 67 
vaſtitatem Ecclefiaram., And this whichT wiſh imprintedin e- go 1 q, 
_ breſt, being pur laſt,char it mighe beleſle loſt,and firſt * 


and for euer reniembred, proceeding from old Hierome that box 


laſſus / olet figere pedem firming. 


| _ Cynay. I. \ 
Intreating of the lawfulneſſe and neceſſity of Ceretonies mn general, 
in all ſolemne,publicke, a»d(more efpectally) all holy adminiſtrati- 
ons whatſoener , and how farre the magiſtrates authority may 
- tretch , for the determining of any to be vſed in particular, 


>& Monegſt ſo many idle, vncharirable, 
and ynneceſlary exceprions by many, - 
againſt ſundry particulars eſtabliſhed 
& for Church gouernment, and the or- 
q dering and performing the publique 
RY ſcruiceof God amongſt vs, there is 
S one, more generally. carped at, and 
TL miſliked then any other, namely the 
ſigne ofthe Croſſe: which hath beene 
ſo much obſerued in our adminiſtration of Baptiſme; and no» 
ted to containe [dolatry, herefic, and manifeſt impiety, orat 
the leaſt great ſuperſtition and manifould occaſions of the 
reateſt, and yet moſt neceſſary and vnauoydableoffenceto 
all, both good and bad . Which as ſome haue publiquely and 
too too ſcandalouſly rermed Crux infelix;ſo hath it by Gods 
uſt iudgements, thorough ſame weakneſle or wilfulneſle vp- 
on the vrging thereof too too truely fallen out,to the iuſt harts 
griefe of many, and much garboyle and diſſipation in our 
Church. For theclearing of which exceptions, and ſatisfying 
the offended therewith, I could commend many things our of 
ancient writers, and learned diſcuſſers of this point, and more 
eſpecially thar anſwer of learned Caſſauder ( albeit in ſome 
things iuſtly co be refuſed)ro ſeuerall obieRions made againſt 
theteremonies in baptiſme, vſed by moſt Churches, and the 
{olemne adminiſtration thereof; but becauſe no authority of 


z any \ 


P_ 


| 2 | 68 | # An Antidote j 
$ any new orold, nor yerany Councel ingnomicall caſes more 
particularly appropriated, (and euermore 5.5 0-hovey to the 
preſent onrzpoy etany weight of reaſon and argument can 
draiy ſome from hep prepolleſſed opini6s, & reſolves to the 
contrary; and ſome ſcripture holds of theirs ill vnderſtood, 
and worſcapplyed againſt the true and lawfull vſe of this ce- 
remony:I will indeauor to ſct downe by way of poſition, .ob- 
1ecion,and anſwers, wharlocuer I thinke may either declare 
the lawfulneſle ofthis Crofle, or cls anſwerany obieion to 
the contrary. For the which chis poſition 1s in the firſt place to 
beſet downe, (as to which all ſorrs of Chriſtian profeſſors in 
the world haue euermore agreed and ſubſcribed)vnnll of late 
ſome bold ſpirits ( which dare ſet vpon any thing) haue en- 
countered this grand poſition and Maxime 1n all {are procee- 
dings; namely, that here is no nation of Chriſhan name ſo 
barbarous , burthat in the adminiſtration of their baptiſme 
ublique or priuate,ſome decentrites and ceremonies ſeruing 
or orderly and comely performing of the ſame, haue beene 
inuented,vſcd, and retained by chem, ouer and beſides ſuch 
things as are direQtly preſcribed for the adminiſtration there- 
of by holy ſcriptures. As Bellarmme obicQeth (and we never 


F Lib.tde Sacra- demed)to the Lutherans, Zaingtians,and ſuch like,that yrge ab« 


© menti? cap.24. 


de ceremoniis [EDUpoation, and vſc other ſuch like ceremomics: which both 
Baptiſmi, forreuerenceto the ancient Churches the mothers of vs all 
that vſe the ſame, and obedience to that Church wherein we 

liue,beſides charity which we ow ro our neighbor Churches, 

atleaſt for our opinions, if not for our praiſe, are moſt reue- 

rently to be eſteemed of vs : and which may further ſcrue(as 

- InReſponſ,ad (aſſaner ſhewerh) to declare the vertue, and commend the 
obieftiones dignity and ſtate thereofin this holy adminiſtration (beſides 
concra ceremo- qmany other reaſons there rendred by him)to the ſimpler fort: 
nas ogy Inſomuch as the great obſeruer of ſtate-proceedings , aſwell 
254 '__ Ciwill,, as eſpecially Eccleſiaſticall, CMelawTon wrote theſe 
_ words with great aduice no doubt,to one Lovers a very ſcru- | 

20 exceptor, and ſcuere and haſty cen{urer of his neigh» 


our Churches: Nanquam poterit eſſe tranguillitas nifi in ruubus - 


dsffimnilibus 


 agdinſicerteine commun Seandalls. 6g 
diſfmilibus, adds ctiam diſſumnlanda aliqua infirmitats equitatens 
4 moderationem adbibebimus;, mihi erede nobn; prevent, malt s 
condonat. And indeed befides the former reaſons,cuen 
and common reaſon doe vrge and call for the ſame, it beimg 
all one in a manner to ſee a naked body without clothes, as a- 
ny ſuch ſolemnity for ſacred or Ciuill adminiſtration with. 
out ceremony.And therefore as the Schooles ſay well,that cir- 
cumltances x an cloath the humane ations for the niorality 
thereof(be they good or bad,)ſo outward rites and ſeemly ce- 
remonies give the beauty & true decency to the ſame. Which 
being molt requiſite in all publiques for their better gracc,ac- 
cording to their grauity, and auoyding all contewpe ( which 
otherwiſe doth eaſily follow ſuch proccedings)ſo moſt of all 
in Gods ſeruice:whoſe houſe and cuery the leatt meanes of his 
preſence wich ys,and our dealing wich him, holyneſle becom- 
meth for cuer, and all decency 15 too little. In which reſpe& 
the Apoſtle himſclfe doth not only leaue it arbitrarie to the 
Church of Corinth, and fo to other Churches,to doe aid ſee 
all chings done in comelinelle and order;much teſle direteth 
and preſcribeththereby, how things already preciſely and 
particularly commanded inthe word for cuery circumſtance 
and euery ceremony , oughtto be mannaged and performed 
(as ſome of lateare bould tointerpret and definethe meaning 
of the words to be ſo, and no otherwiſe:)but indeed,as the text 
ſheweth, and common reaſon conuincerh, commandeth and 
enioyneth the gouernors of that Church,and ſoof cuery par- 
| ticular Church,toappoint and ordaine all ſuch-things , as by 
the iudgementofſuch-gouernours (and not of euery priuate 
humor or fancy )might beſt make for the comely ordering all 
things in publique, performable to God : as alſo for the grea- 
teſt edifying ofthe whole Church firſt, and then of cuery pars 
ticular member thereof . Implying that without ceremonies 
and outward accomplements,there were no comlineſle in any 
of our ations: which without, the ſame werelike bare walles 
without any ſeeling, varniſh, or painting, Secondly that with- 
.out order,this colour and beauty of ceremonies , is no-becter 
L 3 then 
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thena fayre face or ſwecte complexion with a moſt miſhapen 
and monſtrous body.Laſtly all ſuch meanes, be they neuer (o 
ly and ſo orderly,arelictle worth,valeſle they be referred ' 
to edification the end ofall:no'more then a ſweet ſauour, and 
moſtcomely proportion do profit one that hath an Arrophia, 
or heRick feauer and conſumptionin his bones, that no one 
par? can doc his office or right vſe for the $oor of the whole 
y. Forindeed to ſpeake withthe Apoſtle,doth not ver 
nature,common reaſon and experienceteache thar(as Ariſtotle 
long fince obſerued )no ſpeciall rules can ever be giuen(I may 
ſay with truth and reucrence)by God or man in writing, or 
any other meanes of dire&tion? whereby this comlineſle and 
ood order for edification may generally be giuen for all par- 
eticulars which are infiniteand accordingly continually prac- 
tiſed, for all times, Countries, Churches, and congregations a- 
like) butthat which is thought and is comely in one, and ſo 
may ſerue for order,and edifyin rothe ſame,is nor ſo,nor can 
be {o to another: befides that as Ko Apoſtle faith, we haue no 
ſuch cuſtome,which many times in any politick body becom- 
meth another nature (as we ſay) as well as in the ſtate ofany 
naturall body . Lintimating that moſt of theſe things for out- 
ward ceremony tending to comlineſle& order, are very much 
determined and ouecrſwayed by cuſtome, as in thoſe two fa. 
mous Epiſtles for this purpoſe, of eAmbroſeto eAugnitine,and 
Angnſtine againe to [anwarixs,doth very plainly and plentiful- 
ly appeare.And laſtly to end this point of ceremonies in ge- 
nerall, Magiſtrates Ecclefiaſticall arenotonly bound to make 
wholſome Lawes, determining many particulars , and the 
right vſe thereofforthe ends aboue named; bur alfo all ſuch 
Lawes and conſtitutions made by them,not repugnant to any 
part of Gods word, wherher originally invented and derived 
from the primitiuc Church,or more lately and particularly de- 
uiſed fince for any more ſpeciall forme of gouernment bythe 
immediate magiſtrates thereof, both for quality,and in ſome 
good proportion of equality alſo,aſwell bind a'l living vader 
thoſe gouernments Ecclc{1aſtical or Ciuil to a due reſpeGt _ 
obe- 


ag4inſt certeine commun Scandals. 7k 
obedience thereunto, as the ceremoniall and Iudaicall Lawes 
did bind the Iewes for thoſe times , or any Ecclchiaſtical 
Lawes and traditions made by the Apoſtles themſelues ; as 
1.Cor.1 1.2. andthat by vertue of the fift commaundement, 
whichtycth all co obey in ſuch indifferent poines, which after- 
ward becommeth neceſlary to cuery ſubic:neither muſtthe 
Church now looke for immediate oracles, or Apoſtolicall di- 
reRions,and extraordinary aſſiſtance and revelations for the 
ordering cucry particular(asat the firſt founding of Chriſtian 
ſocieties vnder Moſer and the Apoltles)vntill all things were 
fully ſerled for the legall ſeruice;& ſtate of Churches vaderthe 
Goſpel;at what time God was pleaſed himſeffeto be ſuperin- 
tendent, King and Prieſt for both gouernments, 'be ts there 
was any ſctled forme in the world 'vnderthe Law or Goſpet, 
and ſo many things were extraordinarily carried by the Apo- 
{Ucs,as in Simeon Magn, Ananias and theexcommunicated pery 
ſon given ouer to Satan , andeuen Xoſes himlelfe in ſundry 
puniſhments for the breach ofthe Saboth, and fuchlke-, by 
pact counſell and'direions from Gods voice, and =_ 
peciall for thoſe times. Butthe gouernors of the Churchthem' 
{clues, hauing now the ſpirit and word of God together, and 


ſo many precedents of Chriſtian Churches for allſtate delibe- Eſfay,$9.v.21. - * 


rations, and proceedings, may and ought to the end of the 
world determine of all ſuch meanes within the compaſlle of 
Goas word,as they ſhall iudge to ſerue belt for their ſeuerall 
times and ſtates to comlineſle, order, and edification of the 
whole Church or any part thereof, as in the treatiſe of Sub. 
ſcription we haue more ſpecially ſhewed, 
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- Cay. IT. 
Shewing of the Croſſe, and findeth it to be,of it ſelfe,in the number of 
and (awfull ceremonies: yea and un theright vſe thereof 
neceſſary alſo, being ence commanded by the Magiſtrate. 


Ow mthe ſecond place, this poſition 
I hope ſhall be found and ailowed to 
beastrue, that not only amongſt the 
tolerable & conuenient, but moſt ſcem- 


ly,orderly,and edifying ceremonies of 

=: , che Church, the figne of the Croſle in 
(E7 S) ſpeciall may very lawfully and ſafclic 
CG ON 9 bereckoned and eſteemed. The truch 
44 whereof may thus appeare,firſt becauſe 
the vſc of itin baptiſme(as itis amongſt vs)is not againſt any 
ſpeciall commandement of God,by which all our aCtions and 
particulars in vſeare to be cxamined,iuſtified,or condemned. 
Secondly, becauſe it is very agrecableto comely order, both 
enerally,and more ſpeciall torthe matrer of baptiſme, and 
o conſequently very fit and profitable,and inſgme caſes alſo 
neceſſary for the edification of the Church. Laſtly becauſe the 
vic of ithath beene very ancient and conſtant , euen in the 
matter of religion, in that ſenſe we vnder{land ut and expound 
it,throughout the Church of God,and 0m, ye: alſo adiud- 
ged and commanded the rather to be retained of our Church 
and manybeſt reformed Churches inthe world. Fot the firſt 
(becauſe forthe anſwering of the obieftions which is the ſe- 
cond part ofthis treartiſe,1t will better appeare)I will be the 
brieferin it : and only ſhew that itis neither againſt the farſt, 
ſccond,or third commandements; bur eſpecially the ſecond, 
which this Croſle ſo much croſleth{ifchele mens iudgements 
might goe for authenticali cxpoſitions of that commande- 
ment.And indeed that which wiſe Socrates (who diued as-far 
as natures light and (trength could giue him, 1nco the mani- 
fold depths of thoſe two generall differences, bonne and ma- 
lum) 


- 
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fam) perceiued to be the hardeſt caske for allthoſe Doors 
to diſtinguith of good and cull,may more truely be auerred 
of our Diuinity Matters, who for want of looking right into 
this perfet Lawe of liberty, which with che Euangelicall har- 
mony arethe hardeſt rafkes ot our profeflion,pur yery often 
cuill tor good,and good for cuill; and ſo are fo ffrre to ſecke 
inthe right afloyl;ng ſo many weake ones inccales of conſci- 
ence, as that they nor only wound chemſelues, and many 0+ 


thers, througn their peremprory aflercions and dererminati- Prov. cap,17, | 
\ ons,in caſes very doubctu'l and diflicule; bue contrary to Salo» vec, 1s. 


won ryle, iultifie the wicked and condemne the innocent, 
which both togetherare abhominable . Inſomuch as' ſome 
worthy Diuines hold yet opinion, that all errors, ſchiſmes - 
and hereſics inthe world haue (til] proceeded from the igno- 
rance and miſconceiuing and conſtruing of the nature & pro- 
perties of God and finnediſcouered in this law. Now of thoſe 
three cemmandements, the firſt concerneth the hauing and 
worthipping of che true God,and none other; the ſecond, all 
meanes to concetue of him and ſerue him by: and the third, 
the manner how to vſetheſe meancs , and to haueand ſerue 
this God aright thereby,I[f therefore the vie ofthe Croſle do 
neither incounter nor incumber any of theſe rhree, the aduers 
ſaries will ſurely grant,chat ic 13 fimply and init felfe neyther 
yo theſe,nor ay orher commandement of God, Forthe 
r{t,our dorine neuer teacherh-nor ailoweth any ofthe lealt 
te of worſhip any way to belong to the beſt creature, inuch 
eſle to any image of this Croſſe, which is bur a bare ſigne, 
and of no good thing init ſeife,bue of a forme and figne made 
for ſucha tormenting engine (which yet by accident became 
through Go.'s permiſſion a meanes of the beſt things and all 
ood vnto vs) horwſoeuer ic be taken in wood, {tone or met- 
tall,much leſle conceited inthe mind,or imagined by any fan- 
cy, by meanes of any tranſient and aerious figneas oursis,Net- 
ther mult the vſc of athing,much leſle any part ofthe Church 
of God thereupon in their do&trine or praftiſe, be condem- 
ned for any particular or a | abuſe of this Ctoſle , or. 
| any 


74 '. An Antidote, © 
any other ceremony,ſo long as the nature ofthe thing remay- 
neth indifferent,anA the receiued and maintained doftrine of 
chat Church is againſt them. For ſo do weteach,and ſo ought 
all both miniſters and peopleto belecue dereſting all dofrine 
and abuſes to the contrary,that this our Croſle exther mental, 
atcrous,or expreſled in any viſible forme, is ſo far from having 


any Diuine power init naturally,(which is the higheſt idola- 


cry)or transfufed from Chriſt and the Croſie which he hanged 
vpon,and ſo intoall other Crofles accordingly ( which 15a 
peel conceit of the Papiits amone(t the reſt) orels infuſed 
y any eſpecial promiſe or grace of God, either into the thin 

. trſelte,or ypon the beſt vſc of ir, according tothe ſolemne or- 
ders of any Church to that end , whereby it hath any power 
to proeure good,or turne away eull(which many hereticks 
SY and idolarers haue ginen vntoir,and doe yer ar thisday ) but 
\ a s-24.60 only hold it ro bea bare ceremony inuerited by manfor other 
Gnoſticis& good vies inthe Church. And for the ſecond commandement 
Carpocratianis we teache and hold in like manner,thatthis Crofle which we 
"a vic inany kind ordiffterence, is no meanes either to expreſle 
or comprehend God,or any perſon of the Trinity in or vader 

it(as thereby the better to ſerue them, which 1s thefirſt thing 

rouided againſtin this commandement ) nay yet to be any 

meanes at all of Gods worſhip, which ought only to be ap- 

pointed by himſelfe , and therefore giveth commandement 
thereunto,and ro the obſeruers thereof; who thereby doe ho. 

mage vnto God,and _ bleſſings and good things to 
themſeclues,which is the ſecond thing enioyned by the ſame, 

and the very ſumme of cautions given touching Gods wor- 

ſhip in this ſecond commandement: onely our Church retay- 

neth it as an indifferent ceremony,as Maſter Fake alſo in the 

| ; like caſe anſwereth to Marſhalls reply againſt Maſter { alfield 
In his anſwer ] Þ_— a8 

to the firſt Ar. about chis matter forthe vſe of this Croſle in the primitine 
. ticepag.173, Church. Forthe third none of the reformed Churches where 
this Croſleis vſed, makeit any part of the forme outward or 
inward,or els any meanes of the leaſt part of Gods worſhip, as 
if withoutit holy baptiſme were not rightly adminiſtred, i 
wit 
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againſt cert aine common Scandals, 75 
- With it were in any reſpe& of God,or any power or vſc of the 
Sacrament the better thereby adminiſtred(all which might in» 
curre ſome breach of the third commandement ) but as our 
Canons explaine themſelues, the whole macrer of the Sacra- 
ment for the whole ſubſtance, matter, forme and manner 
thereof 1s perfeted and ended before any vſe thereof bee 5<cond reaſon, 
once admitted or named : For the ſecond reaſon , pro- | 
ung the lawfulnefſe of this ceremony , it ppc earcth from 
hence, becaule 1t 1s very firand agreeabie to thethree generall 
rules preſcribed by Saint Paw/for all ceremomies to be vſed 
inche Church,namely edification,comlmeſleandorder,As for 
the latter ewo,to be comely and orderly,theiudgement, com. 
mandementand common vlethercof by any Church,doeſuf- 
ficiently arguethe ſame, inreſpe& thatthis ſigne of che Croſle 
(as aboue ſhewed )is as comely , and indeed more fit for the 
ceremonmes of Baptiſme thenany other. And is not only gene- 
rally commanded,and that aboue other ceremonies, as bein 
of molt auncicnt vſein moſt of the Churches in the world, 
ſoiudged more befitting this comlineſle : bur for order fake, 
and auoiding confufion,and many other ſcandals by name of 
ceremonies(which diſordered perſons of all ſorts would daily 
bring into the Church)is particularly retained, and the con- 
ſtant and continuall vſe thereoflo preciſely vrged and requi- 
red amongſtvs by the gouernors of our Church. So that in re- 
{pet of theſe two, comelinefle and order, we do not deny but 
that any other ſuch like ceremonies were euery way as law- 
full.in caſethey were as particularly commanded, and as ge- 
nerally vſed in the Church of God:inthe which, vſe and con- 
ſtitution giue as it were both matter and forme to all ſuch ce- 
remomes. Bur for the firſt of theſe three wherein we auouche 
thatthis Croſle may ſerue for edification , Ithaply containeth 
more difficulty, and {am ſure moſt of thoſe enemies to this 
Croſſe of Chriſt, doe with both hands and heeles fight and 
ſpurnc again{tit. Which yet I preſume may as cafily be proo- 
ved asthe other : as firſt ofall becauſcirrepreſenterh and cal- 

. leth co our minds that ſpeciall meanes of Chriſt his abaſcment 


M 2 and 


| | Galath,s. 
| Fulke & Per» 


i.Cor.14, 


6 An Antidote | ” 
and ſufferings,as by which more ſpecially aboue all other i 
pleaſed God and our Lord and Sauiour Chriſt, to have our 
peace procured, and all curſes ro betaken away from vs 
through that one curfed.kind of death. Infomuch as the holy 
Ghoſt by the Prophers in the old Teſtament, and by the Apo» 


| ffles in the new,cſpecially Saint Baa/ that Evangelical trum- 


pet(as Chriſeftome often calicth him) ſeemeth very greatly to 
delight inthe word, both by vling it finecdochically for the 
whole matter and meanes of our redemprion,as alſo giuing'it 
a prerogatiueand power (reſpeRiuely to the thing Penificd 
by it,and not to the Crolle it {tle , much leflethis the leaſt 
kind of figne of it)xo worke and import all graces by it , and 


comfortable reioycing in vs: in reipe& whereof alſo it ſee- 


| kins obſcrue,as Meth that the Church from time to time hath made ſuch 
Bellarmiac. * choiſe of1t,and yſealſo in moſt of their holy adminiſtrations. 


Secondly becauſe it helpeth our manifold weakneſles and 
infirmities,as well for meanes of knowledge, as alſo helpes of 
memory: and cherefore Maſter Perks, and Zanchins allo be= 
fore him allow the very image and pifture of Chriſt himſelfe, 
for the better learning and remembring the hiſtory of his per- 
ſon and paſſions eſpecially:and yet both of them(I knowe not 
how)eſpecially maſter Zenchize in his poſthume writings, in 
which [inp Ghoſt oftentimes may be diſcernedto ſpeak, ra- 
ther then himſclfe,are much oppoſite to the vie of this Croſle 
in Baptiſme : Howbeir it ts clecre from that one commande- 
ment of Saint Paw/(ifrhere were none other) beſides the ge- 
nerall equity ofall Gods commandements eſpecially the ſe- 
cond,together wichthe precedents and practiſes of all Chur. 
ches cuen vnder the Lawe,and before, bur ſpecially ſince the 
timeof greater liberty vnderthe Goſpell;that the gouernors 
of cuery Church not only may, but ought alſo to inuent and 
appoint ſundry decent and conuenient ceremonies, as may 
belt ſerue for the edificationoſ'their ſeuerall Churches com» 
mitted yntn them; and that as well for the outward as inward 
ſenſes, for the ſtirring and mouing of affeftion by muſique, 
orſuch likezhelping the phantaſic, knowledge, wdgement, 

CON». 
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conſcience,or memory of maninany thing wherein they haue 
to deale with God;and ſoany Church, Maſter of Family, or 
private Chriſtian , may very lawfully ordaine any kindeof 
meanes naturall, or artificiall, whereintheir owne manifold 
infirmities ( which are euermore greateſt and fo appeare in 
. dealing with God)may the better be helped and ſupplied : & 
that ſo far and no farther (which alwayes I defire ro be re-. 
membred by way of expoſition to the ſecond commaunde. 
ment )as fuch inuentions of men are referred to themſelues on. 
ly,and haue noreſpe@primarily ordirely ro God and his 
ſeruice, as wherewith God may any way the rather be plea» 
ſcd,or his (ſeruicein reſpeR of it {elite or any ſpeciall and pro. 
per meanes thereof, be thereby any one iot the better perfor- 
med. Neither can I (norany other I thinke) ſee any reaſon at 
all, why by arrand humanc inuention choſe many defe&ts of 
ours may not as well be ſupplied and relecued , as by the 
meanes of nacurall things created by God, or falling out di- 
uerſly by his prouidence. Which none of theſe Craflers of 
our Church ceremonies doe miſlike. : but rather teache and 
command fromthe obſ{eruation of the new yeare,new Moon, 
waſhing of the hands and ſuch like, robe put in mind of the 
waſhing of our hearts and newnes cf life, which is theſumme 
ofall Chriſtian life and doArine. Yea and that which is more, 
inthe very vſc ofbapriſme (which elſewhere alſo 1s remem- 
bred, and cannot ſufficiently be vrged againſt theſe excep-> 
tors) man inay inuent and appoint a ſignificant name, by their 
doQrine importing all the duties of Chriſtian profeſſion, {as 
Feare God, Repent, and ſuch like) whuch are now in vſe,and 
| proper names of ſome living : and yet the whole Church 

ſhould not haue power to 305 2a ceremoniesto pur vS in 
minde of theſe holy things and duties. Neither ſecondly why 
the Church vnder che Lawe ( wherein ſhe had leaſt libertie 
forany ſuch inuentions, being vader the Pedagogy and ſeuere 
diſcipline of that ceremomiall Lawe)mightand did very law- 
fully inuent ceremonies,the better to helpe them1n the pra- 
Qiſc of repentance,by putting ; va es vp their heads, 
| os 33 __ 
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intoken of their great humiliation,and that they deſerued to 
be vnder the earthzintheir ſpeciallfatts alſo and feaſts of Pu- 
rim,Dedication, . or rather Reſtaurationof the Temple, &c. 
And that now when not only the greateſt liberty is purchaſed 
eo the Church ſince Chriſt his death (and thacfor theſe pro- 
cecdings eſpecially inall matters of ceremony : but alſo the 
ſc|lfeſame power in good proportion of quality, albeit not 
wholly equall, isnow inthe Church, which betore the cere- 
moniall Lawe it ſclte did beare and carry with it) this libercy 
of the Church ſhould be ſo much incumbred and reſtrained 
by theſe new and hard maſters : as namely for that which 
In emendatios Seatiger reporteth of a famous ceremony invented and vied 
netemporis. by the ewes inthe celebrating their Paſleouer,in which the 
Maſter ofthe family rookea piece of bread, wraprt it ina nap- 
kin,and after dipped it in vineger,or ſome other liquor,to the 


end that all might aske and furcher ynderſtand themyRtery of 

, thoſe matrers, with this long ſpeech and cxhortation together: 

This is the bread of affli tion which our Fathers did cat inthe 
wilderneſle,all thatare willing let chem come and eate of the 

Paſleouer : all which were famous ceremonies of their owne 

invention, and moſt ſignificant meanes of thoſe great mylte- 

ries;and yer [ hope(as none yet euerdurſt)theſe condemners 

ofall humane inuentions in any part of Gods ſeruice, will not 

miſlike any ofthem. Neither yet laſtly doe ſee it to be any 0s 

therwiſe then that which is dayly vſed by themſclues and all 

other in their ſermons, and ſhadowing moſt high and heauen- 

ly chings by fimilitudes, Emblems, Hyeroglyphicks, or any 

| kind ot hypotipoſis(which yerin all formes of preaching are 

molt common 2nd familiar) as to expreſle the myſterie and 

In ſecundo lib, dg Arine of the Trinity by atriangle -( as eArifforte did the 
de Anima. fle)and ſuch like very many which were ſuperfluous to re- 
pear,the matter being no otherwiſe then as he laid of a piture 

and poerry kined rogether, that Piltura was t:cens poeſir, 


and poeſir loquens prftwra. To which fora chird reaſon, the com: 
paring ofthis Crolle with ſome other things of more parti- 
cular likeneſſe and proportion may be added, as that ceremo- 

ny 


againſt cert aine common Scandulls. ” 
ny of waſhing the feet. /obs.13.by Chriſt himſelfe, women to 
be couered inthe Church of Corimeh, in token of ſubieQion, 
and the wearing of white garments by thoſe chat were lately 
abſolucd,or lately receiued into the Church in token of their 
innocency,and pardon of their finnes: whereupon came that 
Dommica malby yer retained in our Church , and haply the 
name of bitſontide , vncill which time many did weare ſuch 
garments.Andalſo the vſing of white ſheers after repentance 
profeſſed, and abſolution giuen by the Churchy the piQturing 
or painting of Death his head, or Deathitſelſe, ro pur vs1n 
minde of morrality,or any other meanes for morall vertices to 


be learned or expreſſed, as Zenchin him(ſelte alloweth. And Deoperibus 
indeed before wiiting or Printing werein vſe, there was no [outilibus cap, 


other meanes tor the helping of memory,or any other kinde 
ofinſtruQtion for knowledge,or manners, but by fignes and 
Pictures, asinallthe AEgyptian Hieroglyphicks, and other 
meanes in Herodetws,and yet writing began but from CMeſer, 
whom God firſt taught (as it is very probably gathered) this 
ſkill by his owne practiſe in writing firſt the cen Tables; and 
the other of Printing but fince our Fathers daies. So likewiſe 
the ſame Zexchins miſliketh not the paincing of Chriſt his pal- 
ſion , transfiguration and ſuch like , yea the very Image of 
Chriſtin ſomecaſes , both which CMelantthon concludeth by 
way of anſwer and councell (how a dumbe perſon might re- 
cclue the Lords Supper ) ro beneceſlaty and nor indifferent 
only for the inſtru&ing, of ſuch perſons, thereby to help their 
iudgements, affeRions, and knowledge alſo towards the re- 

ceiuing of that Sacrament . Which being in ſome caſes law- 


de Imagimibus. 


theologicis, 


full and m_—— at the leaſt ( ifnot abſolucely neceſlary, In Coofiliis 


becauſe as ſhall be more fully anſwered hereafter, no circum« 
ſtancecan make or mar the morality of any thing to be good 
or bad)itcannor ſimply be wicked or vnlawfull, burif in pri- 
uate and at ſundry times,and in certaine perſons they be law- 
full,they cannot beeſlencially and intheir owne nature euillz 
and if theſe be any way to beallowed, there is no reaſon that 
the Croſle ſhould beby ſo many meanes refuſed and condem- 


ned. | 


pag.268, 


- F 


þ 


F* 


| ned, Towhichthoſe two in /o/bua may be added outof the 


Joſhua the 22, 
chap.yer 27, 


Scripture it ſelfe, the one concerning that Altar buile by the 
ewotribes and the halte, leaſt chey ſhould bemadein time to 
come to forget the name of the Lord their God : |The other 
as touching atone reared and ſet vp by /o/ana himfclte- , and 
that to this end and none other,as verſc.27.0t Chap. 2 4.appea- 
reth,that it might be a wicneſle againſtchem, and fo firſt of all 
a memoriall yntothem, leaſt chey ſhould deny the Lord, or 
depart from his ſeruice,qccording to their vowe ajid promiſe 
made,verſe,24.of the ſame chaprer . Both which itchey wee 
not made and ſet vp for ſome kind of religions ve at the leaſt 
(eſpecially that latter appointed by the chiefe Magiltrate 
himſclfe, /o/hwa,and tharin no priuare place, bur vnderan Oke 
that was inthe SanGtuary of the Lord; ver(.2 6.(howſocuer the 
ſenle be caried andthe words expounded) | cannot ſee what 
they will,or doc vnderſtand by a religious vſe,it ſuch tamous 
and moſt publick meanes for the helping of vs to continue 
and perſcuerc in Gods ſeruice, and againſtall Apoſtafie, de. 
ſcruenor ſorobecalled ; theparticular enforcing of which 
oy may better be reſcrued to thoſe anſwers which we haue 

amed and applyed tothe manifold obieRionsmade againlt 


- this Crolle, 


Cnap.1ll. 
eAuenching the generall allowance of this Creſſe by the prathiſe of 
excient times,and judgement of learned Fathers, with their rea 
ſons, for the inventing and retaining thereof, ard other inarcions 
late writers accordingly. | | 


=_Allrcmony is taken from the antiquity of 1t,atid 
| ho che indgements of learned men thereabour. 
{Z|Fot the firſt , howſocuerit be diſputed-by 
RW) the learned, and doubted in what forme and 
D]manner it was firſt taken and expreſled; and 


many hauc guellcd that for along time was. onlyan _— 
12nc 


IN HE laſt reaſon forthe lawfulneſle of this ce- 
© Ao 


againſt certaine common Scandats, 8r 

figne, and vied nootherwiſe then as in our Bapiiine at this LOS 

day(tor which they cite 7ertulian inmany places:)yer doth 1t T7 as” 

plainly appeare by the ſtories of (renew, Phr/aſter, Hr nobite, comes, | 

arid Nucepuorm,and generaily agreed vpn by all che learned; Lib 7.cap.36, 3 

that both che thing 1t {cite,and ſome good vyleof it hath been "I 

very ancient inthe Church of God . And albeit that which 

Irena reporteth, may ſreme vpon the firſt view to argue 

ſome greater abule of this Croile, yetis itcleereas wel by that, 

and other ſtories, and the very rules of reaſon it ſelfe, thatir 

was fir{t, and ſo of neceſſity 1nuit be well vied, before it was,or 

poſſibly could be abuſed, according to thatrule ſer downe by 

eAriſtotleinchetourth of his Echicks, whatſoever is vicd may arinov Emick 

be abuted,and ſo contratiwiſe; and indeed the better cherthing 4.lb.cap.4. 

and ordained co the belt vſe,is ſooneſt and molt towly abuſed, 

as the finelt cloth is ſooneſt ſtained, as connmonly not onely 

thoſe of the Guoſtchs and YValontinians(which firſt abuſed this 

Croſle,and the [mage ofthe virgin Afar) but all-other he- 

recicall practiſes haue proceeded from ſome good: ground 

and beginning, and from things well vſcd to the manifold 

and higheſt abuſe of the ſame. For ſo doubtieſle many after pjimoraio, © 

the death of Chriſt cooke both his owne picture,and the pic- Tuſtine martir 

eure of the virgin his mother, & ſo conſequenely-of the Crofle i* dialogo cum © 

It ſclfe(as in renew it appeareth,and [wſtine CMartir)in token —_— 

. oftheirloueand due remembrance they bareg and ought to Make 

have to him char lived inthe true thape of man ſo many years; his sp«:c,vbi - 

. was borne cfa virgin, and died alſo for our ſakes ypon the wultade Cruce. 

Croſle, And therefore Saint Cirs!/an{wererh /u/ian that Apo- Mac. 

ſtaca, chatitche Romanes made ſo much of /upiter his Eagle, _ 

andthechayre of Nama , the Chriſtians mighe much more = 2 VOTER 

(which /#4a» ſo much derided )reraine the Crofle of Chriſt, —_ 

and the ſ1gnethereof in remembrance ofhimthat dyed vpon F 

the Croſle,which arc his owne words, And therefore the Chri- 

ſtians at this day ſet vp the figne of this Crotle in their ban- 

ners and Bounders againſtthe Turkes, who like vile Anti- 

chriſt, bid daily battell,and ſhew their continuall defiance a- 

gainſt Chriſt and his Crofle. W —__ commeth anorher Secunda. 
realon 
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reaſon that mooued the Chriſtians ſo aunciently to vſc this 
_ Crofle in fomekindeor other; for when the Chriſtians were 
vpbrayded by thoſe many Gretians & the Gentiles which(as 
Pax! complained in his tume)made but a mocke and ſcorne of 
the Croſlc and all Chriſtian religion,ſfaying,they belecued in 
a crucified God:the Chriſti»ns of purpoſe inuented this cere- 
monie and ſigne of the Crofle,to teſtifie(as we remember al- 
ſoinour formeof Baptiſme)thatthey were notaſhamed ofthe 
Croſleof Chriſt, nor afra:de to confeſle him chat died vpon 
the Croſle,as Saint Ciri/lſheweth in the place aboue cited, and 
Saint Auguſtine more eſpecially in his eight ſermon, de verbs 
Apeſtoliand els where intheſe words : Cor quidem habemins,non 
5 ramen qual: wor babetis,n:c pudet nos crucefix1,ſed mparte vb ſig- 
Nazianzenus »wm pudoru eft, ſjignum Crucy ex; habemus. And that theſe [cof- 
his exuTwriE4, Goo Grecians 0 ſodeſpiſe leſus as Herode did;and ſcorned 
chem that profeſſed him, beſides [u/ran that great Apoſtara (a- 
gainſt whome Saint Nawanzene and Saint Corillwrote fo ma- 
ny things in defence of Chriſt and ſpecially this Croſſe inthe 
{xr booke)I defire all ro conſider of that one teſtimony (and 
not to troublethem wich any morefrom the blaſphemics of 
Porphirie,Celſ«s and the reſt of that wicked crew) which Za- 
cies hath left behind him in that treatiſe ofhis (which he cal- 
yoVep. leththe Rabbleof Lyers)where am6g(t the reſt hereckoneth 
oe eueem. Our LordTefus (who is bleſſed for cuecr) calling him that Sy- 
Philaſter de Tian Sophiſter nailed ynto the Crofle or Tranfixum Palo. 
hzrefibuss Inregard whereof ſome of the Chriſtians vſed the figne of 
the Croſle intheir Rings, ſome at the entrance of their doores 
as (#r:l reporteth,ſome in their forcheads, and ſome 1n a prx- 
poſterous zeale branded their owne fleſh withall.The like al- 
ſo was praiſed by the lewes, calling our Sauiour Chriſt in 
the greareſt diſgrace Suſpenſam,the hanged man. To whome 
. thatof //reromemay very fitly beoppoled, as arguing both 
In his preface theantiquity and latvfulneſle of theceremony,and more ſpe- * 
nleb,cow- Clally direRed by the author himſelfe ro Aquriathe Iew,and 
ardthecnd. the reſt, whoſe words are theſe, Ego qui de Chriftiani parentibus 
natrs ſum, vexillum Cruets in fromem porto,ze: wherein => 
| codly 


1.Cor,z. cap g 


againſ certaine common Scandals, $3 
godly father ſhewcth his iuſt griefe and indignation,that his 
tranſlation was not (o well regarded as that of . Aquila, Simma- 
chu and the reſt,indeizentes heretici(as he calleth them) who 
lictle reſpe&ed the honor of leſus, as he ſhewerhtherez who 


yet wasto be the endand rule of all tranſlations, as Zanchins 


Teſus, Rexel. 17.Thelaſt reaſon for the ancient vie thereof was 
(as Ludtantim and Saint eAugaſtme doc gueſle) the imitation 
and expreſſing ofrhat ceremony which was vſed before the 
eating of the Paſchall Lamb, by croſling the poſtes of eache 
houſe wich the bloud;but indeed the true reaſon both |.!t and 
beſt of all, was that good vic and end the Chriſtians made of 
it,all one with chat which we haue aboue ſpecified,namely to 
put them in mind of Chriſt and his paſſions, and to teache 


_ them whatthey had to, indure as marked chereunto by this 


ſigne,of which Saint { 5rill ſpeakerh moſt plainlie: Hec owynie 
recordars nos facit (alutare ind liguum and preſently after : Pre» 
cofi Ligns Cyucems facimmus in memoriam omni boni - omnig, vir 


- 


DI 
obſeruerh,and the ſpirit of all propheſie is the tettimonie of wy vor 


3 Ratio, 


: 


Lib,6.8& pag. 
135.136.- 


tutis,0* Chriſti qui hec pro nobu in cruce yerpeſſw eft : and Saint gainſt lulian 
eLuguitine in his 20 chap.De (atechiſands rndibres, and 8. E. the Apoſtate, 


piſtle, ſpeaking to one that was ro be baptiſed , hath theſe 
words : Cracis ſigno in fromte hodie tanguan mpoſte ignandiu Cc. 
To which may be added that of Dion and Saint Bafill.and 


much more arguing the auncient vie ofthe Crofle from thoſe Ecclelhierar, 


many things falling out , and ſo commonly and generally 
knowne and praiſed in Conſtantine his time about the 
ſame . Bur ſeeing that which hath been aboue remembred 
ſheweth both the anciene vſe of this ceremony,and all the rea- 
ſons for their inuenting arid vſing the ſame agreeing very fitly 
and why way to our times(in which ſo many Lucianiſts and 


Atheiſts, beſides Iewes alſo in many places of Chriſtendome 


cap,de Baptif, 
Baſil,de ſpir, 
ſano, 


abound and are preſent -alſo many times at our bapriſmes) [ 


hopelI ſhall not need to ſpend any moretime about this mat- 
ter which(as I heare)hath exerciſed many other of late, who 
I preſume haue madechele ſtories and records very common 
and familiar, Only I will addea word or two inremembring 

N2 the 


AgaintD. 


' Saoders and 
- Mariidl/l. 
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the: 1udgements of ſome learned men concerning the lawful. 


nelle of this Croſſe, wherein becauſe the judgements of the 
Ancient fathers (which indeede ſome of th:m gaue ro much 
vnto it )as Saint Chryſeſtome &c)may 1uſtly be {uſpced,and 
are{o cenſured by Fake ; I will alledge ſome fewe againſt 
whome the very aduerfaries them(clues hane neuer as yer{for 

ſome ofthem [ am ſure Jraken any exception As firlt tor Lu. 
ther and HMelanchron,who with maſter Bucer are worthily re- 
puted,as aboue noced , for the learnede{t Niwines 1a cheir 


Bucer alſo in his £NCS. The firitin his Carechiſme,and che other in their Epi- 
Catechuſ.and {Yes and theologicall counſelsallowing nor onely the vic of 
de refts vu ſacri the Croſle,butaifoof hony,falc, holy water & ſuch like which 


min;/teri, 


Caſſande: de 
Bapriſme iNs 
faorum pag, 
95,8&c.& in 


in theſe dayes are taken ſimply and in euery reſpect by thoſe 
chat hane liccle {kill ro examine che truth thereof, for damaable 
Idolacry. Which yet {aſſander ina more [peciall treatiſe there- 
upon,d th not only maintaine, bur ſhewerhalſv many good 
reaſons for the innenting and continuing the ſame *1n the 


.Chyrch of God:Bur forthe other ewo,Dotter Fulke and Do» 


polio rhetibus &er Whitakers, ewo molt worthy ornaments of our Engliſh 
cuiuſdamim- nation,l preſume none will refuſetheminthis or any other ar- 
probantis bap- gumene,the one making che Crolle an indifferent ceremonie, 
rilmiceremo. andinregard of ſome of the reaſons about rehearſed, of good 


and neceilary vic; whoſe particular words for one place a- 


| mongſt che re{tI thinke g00d to ſer downe out of his anſwer 


and Reioynder to Martialthis reply, Article 5.pag.17 3:The 
Chriſtians among the Pagans marked themſclues with the 
figneofche Croſle,in roken that chey profeſſed him that was 
crucified : afterward co put them(ſelues 1n mind of che death of 
Chriſt,theſc werecollerable vſes of an indifferent ceremony, 


Incon:roverſ'a The gther of DoRer Whirakers in his laſt readin 754almoltthat 


de bapulmo. 


euer he hadin the voiuctſity of Cambridge ( which many 


'heardas well as my ſelfe) auouching that not only the ſigne 
ofthe Croile,bur alſo ſalt, hony and oy|e might very (afely be 
vicd inthe adminiſtration of baptiſme.uvithout conſcience of 
ſome,ifthere were the like reaſon to vs for the vie thereof, as 


was to thoſe ſpecial} primitiue Churches:or elſe the gouernors 


of 


— aphinſicertaine common Scandulls. 8 
of any "Church ſhould iudre the ſamefi: or requiſite tobe y- 
ſed. And thus much forthe reaſons ſhewing the lawfulneſle, 
ficneſſe,and good vie of the Crofſe; ro which 1 will adde the 
excellent concluſion of Caſſandey in the place aboue named. 
Hoc tantum hoc loco efficere veluimis, antiqunſſimas has & loge w/w 
confirmat as caremonias (que ira mpictatem ſernars poſſurt ) non 
eſſe temere in[eftandargnec pertinaciter violandar, nec earum cauſa 
Eccleſiat in quib 44 ad/uc earum vſis retineticy perturbaxaas: fedex 
Chriftianacharitate pac's & vnitat ſ/udio obſeruandas; adhibua 
 bucautwmnbus,ut ſuperititiony periculoſe fiquid emmmneat,occurra- 
tur, mbilominus huts Sacrament! inftituno, uſus © myſteriam 
fid:lbbus ftndzoſe explicetur , & awpltſſime commenaetur ,vt & 
Chriffo ſu ex fidg honor, & Eccliſie ſna ex charitate rewerentia 
tribuatur. \ 


Cn. IIII, 

Examining and anſwering thoſe many reaſons which are uſually al- 
ledged againſt the Croſſe,or any other ſuth ceremonies ro be ſmply 
wicked : and tobe , net in themſelnes and in their owne nature, 
viterly unlawful. 


# Ow it followeth to confiderf fuch 
Pg reaſons as haue beene vſually and of 
I. late more eſpecially obieRed againſt ir 
z— and the yſe of itin our Church : the 
P which for order ſake may thus be deui- 
19 ded.Namely co be ſuch as would argue 
: G) itro be vtterly valawfull in itowne na- 
LT &7 ture cuery way , or els reſpeCtiucly, 
and by accidentall abuſe and ſcandall 

thereupon, ſince farſt it hath beene deviſed and vſed in the 
Charch and Sacrament of Baptiſme, Ofthe firſt kind, the farlt 


and worlt of all I thinke 1s that ſtrange aſſertion broched by 
ſome of late fort, ut originally deriued from the Manichees, 
& ſometimes but in a inore {choler-like ſort & cauſetaken v 

: by that learned Lutheran [lltricus; that nothing in the world 


N 3 for 
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for choyce or vſe,and whole nacure of iris indifferent to any: 
but either ſimply and particularly forbidden or commanded: 
and ſo not only the crotle, but all o:her ceremonies inuented 
by man, and orders in cull things for any gd6d yſe in the 
Church eſpecially,or common wealth,to be vtrerly vnlawful, 
To which a double anſwer may be rendred : Firſt chat the ve- 
ry ground of this kind of building 1s very ſandy & vnſoand, 
raking away, and cuen aboliſhing the very nacureof thiags 
and order of (Jods creation : whereas the trueth is, both many 
actions of men , much more the quality and condition of 
ſomethings in themſelues,are neither good nor bad;bur indif- 
ferent,and {o are left tro mans choice or refuſall; ſo thar if he do 
them,or do them not, vſe them or vie themgnot, more or leſle, 
no conſcience of finne ( as Lwther ſpeakes out of Augwuitine) 
canariſe from them : ſuch are,to vie or not to vſe this or that 
Mat.i9. meatedrinkeor apparrell,which defile nor the man, to exer- 
cx{erhis or that kind of recreation,and to doe the one and not 
che other,or none of them both oftner,or more ſeldome, lon- 
er or lefſe while,and ſuch like. Yea in morall and will a&i- 
ons themſclues,to giue thus'much orthus little to that man, 
rather then another,as aQt of curteſic and gratuity, and ſuch 
like athouſand & Ecclefiaſticall alſo,as ſinging & ceremonies 
In Opuſculis. more or lefſe. Inſomuch as ſome(and cuen maſter Beza him- 
ſclfe)not without good ſhew of trueth and reaſon for it, haue 
ſpoken and written the cleane contrary: and madeall ations 
whatſocuer in themſelues to beneither good nor bad, bur in- 
different:as the ates of the fouleſt ſinnes, murther and adul- 
tery,inthe matter of warreand extreme puniſhment: and ma» 
trimoniall duties are then good,and therefore not ſimply wic+ 
ked, being once clothed with their due circumſtances (as the . 
Schooles ſpeake)which wake euery ation good or bad. The 
morality whereof Ariffetle that great Maſter makethto confiſt | 
Lib.z.ofhis in the manner of doing,and cnd for whichit is done : inclu- 
Echicks, ding therein the intent of the doer , and due circumſtances 
chereunto belonging. Which point being ſomewhat nyce and 
cafily drawne into Sale I wiſh ſhould very warily be _ 
lea, 


againſt certaine common Scandalls. 
led, and wiſely harkned vnto,for feare of that which experi- 
ence hath ſhewed in ſome to caſt all hand ouer head as in Hob. 
22.and Mala.3.verl. 14.and (uch like : howbeitit their mea- 
ning be of any aQion already done,or any thing already vſed 
as being determined of before in our choice to any end, ac- 
companied with circumſtances neceſſarily following the 
ſame,then we ioyn with them againſt all indifterency,and the 
diſputation were very frivolous,and de non ente,as welay, Sec- 
condly we anſwer thatin caſe ſuch expreſle commandement 
were neceſlary for euery particular thing & ation, eſpecially 
inal! matters of Gods ſervice, there is fufhcient expretle wars 
rant(as we haue aboue ſhewed )for this and other ceremonies 
to make them good and neceſlary alſo being once commaun- 
ded (ex neceſſnare mandartatthe lealt vt ſchole) ro be vied; as 
namely that place in the Corinthians which chargeth che 
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Church gouernors co ordaine all things tending, to decencie, 

Ne $9 , 1.Cor.14.v.t6. 
order and edifying in the church,and not only(as theſe newe ,,1 49.compa. 
Maſters would haueit)to ſee all things particularly expreſſed red together. 


inthe word to be done with ſuch decency and due circum- 
ſtances,according to the ſpeciall commandements of G O D 
herein, which were infinite, and ſo impoſſiblezand anſwerably 
all vnder authority toobey and vſethe ſame, for otherwiſe a 
man might preache in his doublerand hoſe,or any other more 
diſgviſed apparell, for any thing isany where parrticularlic 
commanded or forbidden to the contrary. And as it is moſt 
credibly reported of one of theſe (rather wilfull then weake 
refuſers of our ceremonies)in Northhamptonſhire,thae light- 
ing from horſeback in travellers array , both preached the 
word and adminiſtred the Sacrament in thoſeriding habites, 
booted and ſpurd,all vgly and (pattred,ſaying that all other 
fit behauiours were but ceremonies . And I maruaile what 
warrant theſe men haue for their Turkiſh gowns, prety kinds 
of ruffes and ſuch like many (which weno way condemne) 
more then we haue for the Surpliſe and Crofſle and other ce- 
* remonies,:here being as much for this firſt argument and ma- 
' Ny otherthat follow to be ſaid againſt them,as againſt theſe, 
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except only iy are therefore leſſe warrantable,becauſe they 
are commanded by che Magiſtrate, and Chriſtian magiftrace 
alſo,eicher whereof make them from being indifferent altoge= 
thernecellary.The ſecond reaſon to proouec them {imply wic- 
ked isin briefechus much , that becauſechey are outward 
formes deuiſed by mi to vſe of religion, chey are flatiy againſt 
the ſecond commandement bc<ing indecd (uch as in their kind 
are worſhipped,or at the leaſt made means of worſhip,as they 
' ſay,andincluded inthat codemning word in the ſecond com- 
mandement:Thou ſhalt not worſhip them,&c:as whereby all 
vic of religion is ſignified, andehings vied therein inuented 
by man whatlocuer, For anſwer whereunto we have alrcadie 
abouc ſhewed what is forbidden according to the truce mea- 
ning and ſcope ofthe word wor/kip,or theſecond commandes 
menrand word of God in generall, Where firlt ic is ro be no- 
ted, chat no other outward tormes howſocuer deuiſed by man 
to any vſc whatſoeuer,arcany farcher forbidden cherein then 
as they arc inuented or any way vſcd to repreſent the incom- 
prehenſible God or any perſon of the Trinity, for their better 
conceiuirg ofthem or worſhipping of themchereby : or els 
ſecondly to be any meanes of the ſame nature with the word, 
Sacrament,and ſuch like,wherby to worthip and pleaſe God, 
&c, for which God yill certainly according co his word and 
romilc bleſle the vſers thereof . Now God forbid that our 
Croſleor any other ceremonies ſhould haue any ſuch vie, in- 
tent or meaning in them, but only (as we ſaid before) at the 
moſtto ſtir, guide and dire vs,and our weakneſle (beyond 
which, meane our ſelues,they hauc no vic or conſideration at 
all coward religion)to the more zealous, teruenc, decent and 
orderly performing any of our obſ{equies and ſeruices to God, 
And ſo to grantthat by the word to worſhip,all religious ſer» 
vice is meant(which notwithſtanding 1s wholiy contained in 
the firſt commandement)yerdorh it no way touch this Croſle, 
which hath no ſuch religious vſe inc, or any way allowed to 
be exerciſed and performed in any kind or leaſt degree by it: 


 butonly to be amemoratiue figne ynto vsto helpe our weak- 
neſle, 


neſſe,and a manifeſt and worthy argument to others ial. 
ly Chriſt his enemies , how wee are notaſhamed of this tis 
badge and cogniſance,fo termed and accounted not ynfitlic of 
vs that vſc ir:and hath nor any reference at al to God either to 
expreſlc him by,orany of che perſ6s in Trinity,orto worſhip 
him thercin, as any meanes thereof, which are the things that 
arconly forbidden and condemned inthe ſecond commande. 
ment, and notagainſtche helpes of nature andartto ſupply 
mans wants and weakneſle in dealing with God, &in relpedt 
of any duety ro be performed by him, which in all ages had 
been and muſt needs be inucred and appointed for the dectt, 


orderly,and more powerfull and lively performing any ducy  . * 


to God or man. 

Thethird reaſon to ſhew irmoſt wicked,is becauſethe thing 
it ſelfe is worſhipped and ſo is [dolatrous (as ſome pc 
atthe leaſt,che vſe ofirand otherceremonies, asthe beſt 
died of them haue obic&ed,is diuine worſhip. Which if it be 
eruegborh are flatly againſt che firſt commaundementin the 
higheſt degree, which forbiddeth any thing to be worſhip- 
ped bur the onely true God,and alt kinds,parts and manners 
of worſhip inward or outward to be giuen to any but ro him 
only; andſo alſo againſt the ſecond commandement inhibi» 
ting and condemning all kinds and meanes of worſhip , bur 
ſuch as himſelfe ſhall appoint and allow, whereofthe Croſle 
and all ſuch ceremonics weal confeſle are none. But to anſ{wer 
this argument,ifthe firſt were true(I durſt confidently ſay) we 
had no true Churchat a}, or atthe leaſt any ſound bur amoſt 
ficke one(vt Aornens ds Romana) that ſhold maintaine by do» 


rine and practiſe ſuch damnable Idolarry: which was cuer xq his counſcts Y 
the cauſe ot divorce berwixt God and his old people, I meane and godly 
for GOD his giuing chemouerro ſtrange iudgements,as Ma- Leters. 


ſter Greenham that goaly and wiſe man well obſerued. And it 
is a wonder(as our wiſe Soucraigne of late anſwered ſome of 
them) that having ſuchan opinion of our Church and cere- 
monies,they ſhould endureto ſtay ſo "_ it. Andforthe 


ſecond, we flatly deny the vc of the - roſlcor any other to be 
in 
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in any ſencediuine worſhip,or any part of it, yea or ſo much 


as any way properly belonging to the eſlence. and nature of 


it,orneceſiarily required to 1t,or init : as if cither the doing 


ofromvs , pleaſing or 
honoring God withall,or ſo much as any ſfigne vſed by vs to 
tellfie any part of our worſhip to God, or to declare the ſame 
thereby vato men. For then indeede it weremeere will-wor.- 
ſhip , and ſuch as for which God would rather many waies 
curſe vs then bleſle vs at all,as Eſay 1. and 2. Col»ſſi: Nay we 
wake irnotſo much as the leaſt meanes of God his worſhip, 
which werecertainly cuill and forbidden by the ſecond com- 
mandement . And whereas it is furrher obic&ed ro this argu - 
ment,that theſe ceremonies are therefore diuine worlJup, be- 
cauſe the legall ceremonies were diuine worſhip, being cuery 
way ofthe {ame nature; I anſwerfirſt , thatno Diuinity can 
make'it goodthat any ceremony legall or Euangelicall(neucr 
ſomuch comanded,is in any ſenſe to be called worſhip,oor al- 
lowed for any part of it (both which belong to the firſt com- 


 mandement)all worſhip ons err kind oft ation inward or 


— 


- 


,outward,from theinfentor to the ſuperior : whereas the cere- 


monies of the Law it ſe]fe,are cleane of another nature, being 
atthemoſt none other then meanes, or rather helpes appoin» 
ted Ly God for thoſe times, for the more eafte ſeruing of him, 
and keeping that ſtubborne people vnder the yoake'ot that 
pedagogy,whenthe Church was yet in her infancy;and ſo the 
trueconſ{ideration ofthem, their nature, and vſe1s vnder the 
ſecond commandement, 

Secondly we anſwer thatthe legall ceremonies and thoſe wee 
ſpeake of, differ as farrc as therwo Sacraments ofthe! Goſpell 
fromall other holy fignes and repreſentations of holy things; 
for as the word of commandement and promiſe maketh them 
Sacraments,as eA»g»fine faith well, and ſo meanes of Gods 
worſhip and certaine good things to our ſelves: ſoall other 
deuoide of that word promiſing aſwell as commanding, res 
maine matters of Wil nature,and doe indeed differ ef[en- 
tally,wiuch 1s as we {ay in Schooles,yevere & definitione : So 


{]- | that 
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a8ainſt certaine common Scandals, " Ot 
that if we would definethoſe ceremonies and Sacraments, we 

muſt giuethem a Genus zquiuocal from this commandement 

of GOD , as whoſe nature is in chis kind of our concetuing 

them now alteredto be indeed ordinances ofGod;as Exs.12. , Cor,u, 
and Cor.11. whereas the other are only ations of men , or 

things inuented & made choice of by them,and ſo remainefor 

their proper notion and terme to my mind; howſocuer ordai- 

ned to holy vſes by chzm that haue authority to ſeparate and 
dcrerminethingsto ſuch vſes, who haueno kind of power to 

make ſuch ordinances being only ro beappointed by GOD, 

as the ſecond commandement prouideth . Neitherareill aQti- 

ons in Gods worthip,or whereby God js berter worſhipped 

by vs(much leſle ſignes, helpes and meanes therein)preſently 

the worſhip of God it (elte;neither yetare all ceremonies aa1- 

ons: but whether they be actions, geſtures, orany outward ha- 

bites ordainedand appointed only by man, they are no other 

but helpes only; howbeit commanded once by God as the le» 

gall ceremonies were , the beſt and greateſt of them are but 

meanes and helpes whereby the better and more eaſily co 
worſhip GOD by; and inthoſeſuchmeanes as he hathap- 

pointed priuately or publiquely with any power, faculry or 

ation of body or ſoule,which arethe ſoleand all the parrs of 

Gods worſhip from man. And laſtly I conclude this anſiwer, 

that theſe ceremonies we ſpeake of ,are neither in themlelues 
worſhip of God,or any meanes thereof, nor yetany ſtrange 

manner of ſeruing God,ſo often condemned in holy Scripture, 

with thardetermination herein of Georgiz («ſender in his an-7, GE 


{wer to onethat carpedat and condemned all ceremonies vſed 1q gyictiones 


18 baprtiſme. eAliens modes eft colendi Deun; qui vil Pug nat em contra cerc- 


. viroculittiguel at ducit a vero cultu Dei (which is a ſhort ſuryme monias inbaps 


of things forbidden in the ſecond commandement) new qus £6 ul: ylitatas, 

inſtitute eft vi bomines ad verum Det culturs 4uc it ,C- ad eva ob- 

ſernationems informer, Nor any other meanes as helpes to our 

weakneſlears foriidden by Chriſt inthe fifteenth of Mathew 

vnder theſeryords (In vaine doe they worſhip me, teaching 

for doQrines mens precepts or traditions) bur onely fuch as Marry, v.g. 
O 2 © Whereby 
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| . | "A8 Antidete | 
whereby the fuperſtitious heart of man ſuppoſeth to pleaſe 
| GOD,or any way demereri Dewm (as wee ſay ) to 4 19908 
GODS mercy and goodneſle to vs,or whereby (as Chriſt 
himſclfe obictedto the lewes)the commandement of GOD, 
or any part thereof is preiudiced, made voide, or incumbred, 
notadorned and helped forward, as by theſe we ſpeake of. 
That other reaſon of being an Image & ſo forbidden by name 
(and in their ſenſe alſo by the ſecond commandement ,) albeit 
Peter HMartjr and Biſhop /ewellalſo f as Door Fulke re- 
membreth againſt Saxderr)about this argument of Images, wil 
not grantthe Croſle yſed by vs , orels asit was vſcd in the 
primitiue Church,to be any Imageat al:yer becauſe in the lar- 
eſt extent and true ſignification ofthe Hebrew word vſed to 
| 57M the ſame,orat the leaſt ſome ſuch thing forbidden in 
that commandement,we will not(as indeed we need not) op- 
poſe their authoriry in this point ; feeing as we haue aboue 
ſhewed,no ſuch kind of Imagesare any way forbidden by the 
true {cope and meaning of that commandement in generall,or 
any particular word or clauſe contained therein, orany part 
of God his word; being,no waies made,nor by any meancs al- 
lowed or defended to repreſent the Godhead or any perſon 
ofthe Tr: ..ity , orclsto be any meanes atall for our better 
conceiu..g or ſcruing any ofthem:much leſle as to which the 
leaſt part of diuine tr” fx inward or outward is orought to 
be pnormer or applied, whick the firſt commandement di- 
rettly prouideth againſt, and which I take it,is the ſumme of 
all our defenſes or replies vicd by any of our learned writers 
for the vſcorabuſe ofthe Croſle, or againſt any kind of Ima» 
es. About which(I ſuppoſe)there would neuer haue bin ſuch 
- and ynneceſſary contention betwixt the Eaſt and Weſt 
Churches of GOD in generall,iftheſe things had beene tho- 
roughly conſidered of,and the controucrſic it ſelfe ({ofarre ay 
itmay beſo truely and init owne nature termed): fully diſcuſ. 
ſed and determined.But becauſe T haue inthe ſecond Chapter 
ſampled cheſe things,together with many particularsof like 
nature,as namely one abouc the reſt to paint Deaths head, to 


put 


ap tinft cert aine common Seandalls. 93 
put vs1n mind of Death,and to prepare vs thereunto, would 
equally be found vnlawfull by their expolitions and excepri. 
ons, or to write any thing in greater letters for better remem= 
brance of any part of Gods mercies and iudgements. And be- 
cauſe alſo the greatneſle ofthe argument in generall doth de- 
ſerue of it{elte, and through ſome more ſpecrall and importu- 
natetraducements of my telfe by ſome more ſcuere cenſurers 
of my poore paynes hereabout in another kind(whereinT de+ 
fired to giue ſatisfaftion to this argument) may happely vrge 
me to a more particular conſideration and diſcourſe about the 
ſame hereafter )I will leaue it for this time, and come to that 
other and laſt reaſon ofthis firſt ranke, arguing the vnlawful- 
neſle ofthis -Croſle ſimply and in it owne nature:which is, be- 
cauſe being with many orher ceremonies moſt of thenr artifi- 
ciall and of mans deuifing,and withall Eccleſiaſticall,as we all 
orant,are yet notwithſtanding ſignificant ro the Church of 
GOD, and of myſticall vſc, repreſentation and fignification 
(there being no. warrant or Scripture in particular or generall 
expreſly or by conſequence-for any ſuch ceremonies.) To 
which becauſe I have anſwered in a larger diſcourſe (. which 
God willing ſhall not be long froxp the worlds cenſure)ſome. 
what in examining that cauil & exception againſt our Church, 
how far foorth Matrimony ſignifieth the myſticall vnion be- 
twixt Chriſt and his Church (as is read in our ſolemnization 
thereof)I may bea little the bricfer herein . The argument ir 
ſelfe ſtanding vpon a very ſmall and weake foundation of all 
other. For theſe ceremomies firſt being enioyned and appotn- 
ted by lawfull authority to a good end, without hereſie or cr- 
ror thereabour in our doQtine, or ſuperſtition, or = kind of 
anifeſt impiery and pollution in our praQtiſing ofthem, we 
haue many waies ſufficient warrant for any of them inthe 
word of GOD: ncither are any of them done without, or be- 
fides Gods warrant and allowance by his word, as inthe de- 
claration of this point in ourtreatiſe before we haue ſhewed, 
: being done to that generall end of all ouraCtions in reſpet of 
God,Rew.14:Whether we catc ordrinke, or whatſoeuer els. - 
Q 3 wWe- 
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94 Au Antidote, 

we ws matters as free ſor particulars in choyceand va- 
riety,and indiffcrent(as theſe ceremonies)doe them all co the 
glory of G ON, and that other no leſſe generall in reſpe&s of 
men and the whole Church of God:1.Cor.14.Let all things be 
doneto edifying,comlineſſc and order:Infomuchas we are ſo 
farfrom doubting,whether theſe things done in this manner 

and to theſe ends eſpecially , inioyned and commanded by 
lawfull authority, be pleaſing vnto God,according to Row. 1.4. 

23 : ((o farfoorthasthings indifferent and ofthar nature are 
ſaid to pleaſe God) a3that being omitted either by the magi- 
ſtrate innot appointing them, or by the ſubie& of any |place 

by not obſeruing them,they are to be cenſured for mamtfeſt 
breaches of Gods commandement. Secondly to allow a cere- 
mony;and notto be ſignificam , were to imagine a ſhadow 
without a ſubſtancc;all of them being outward {1gnes, and ſo 
neceſſarily ſignificant of ſome inward diſpoſition of the will 
affecting, ſhewing or expeRing any thing : as F#lke againſt 
Sanderron the miſſals, and books thar way written very many 
eſpecially by Darands:in his Rationali dininorum ( albcit ſome 
have called jt,and that not without reaſon for ſome things 
therein conteined, an varcaſonable booke)may cuidently ap= 
peare. And thatthe Church of God hath1n all ages lawfully 

and without any contradiQtion of God or man inuented and 
appointed ſuch ceremonies, the better to teſtifhie their repen. 
cance, and humiliation,for cauſe of ioy and thankſgiving 
(which conteineina manner the whole ſumme of mans duties 

to God )all the ceremonies vſed ar fats or feaſtes doc demon. 
ſtrare toall the world, whereof that one 1s very memorable, 

nor only inthe feaſt of Purimicſelfe, which was an ;nuention 

and appointment ofthe Church at that time, as well 2s many 
other which we haue aboue remembred, bur one ſpecall ce- 
remony which the Iewes recaine vnto this day: which is,chat L 
whenſocuer the name of Hamer is repeated in the Scriprure 
co be read on that Feſtuall, all ſtand vp and beate the formes [ 
and ſcares with their hands and feere,for rheir generail berter 


remembraunce of chat great benefic of their deltuerance from 
that 


that cruell Hamas,and ſignifying their deteſtation ofthat in« ,- 
rendment of his for euer . And'Teris/lian more neere to our 
purpoſe, ypon occafion of chat ſou)diers refuſal, ſpeakerh thus b 
in gcnerall of the habites of Chriſhans ſutable to the bloud 
and paſſions of Chriſt, hath theſe words: Rabricati incedimmns, 
amentes periybempur : hereunto alſo that of ſignificant names 

menat Bap:i/me and fo vpon conſcience of ſinne enioyned 
- their Miſters(who are by many accounted moſt judicious 
amongſt themfejues )may fatly be adioyned : which doe nor 
only put thoſe ct:1ldren andthe ſpeciall congregation preſent 
at their baprizing to thankſulneſle and obedience (which are 
the ſumme of all Chriſtian duties) but alſo are of all other ce- 
remoniesjnucnted by man moſl f1gnificanc, and that of the 
greateſt matters of our faithand profeſſion in this life,and fu» 
ture hope and expeQation for the |:fe to come:as namely Re- 
pent ( as ſome have beene called; whichis the ſumme of all 
thoſe ſignificant ceremonies of dipping and rifingagaine out 
ofthe water, importing the death and refurreftion of Chriſt, 
and fo conſequencly our regener:tion.as Kow.8:and one other 
(duſt)vſcd alſo by them, ſignifying our mortality: andlaſtly 
that common and very {ignificat ceremony(which many D1- 
uines doe teache irin their praicrs & preaching alſo,to be for 
our continuall vſe and prattiſe:) when as by lying downein 
our beds, and rifing vp againe,1s ſignified vnto vs our lying 
downe inour graueand the reſurre&ionof our fleſh againe: 
which is a matter of our higheſt faich and expeRation from 
Chriſt Ieſus his fleſh and ſpirit, from which all our ſpirituall 
hope and comforts are deriued. All which ſo long asthey con- 
reynenoerror or ſuperſticioninthem,nay yetthrough ſingu- 
larity violate any be conſtirution madeto the contra- 


ry,nor laſtly chroughnouelty and weakneſle of judgement, 
giue occaſion not onely of vnneceſlary ſcandall;and too too 
truly giuen, bur alſo at ſometimes of ſcoffing; and ſcorning to 
ſome profane ſpirits at ſuch holy myſteries(1m which the leaſt 
ation apd geſture ought to carry a duc reuerence, port and 


Maicſty)Ithinke noman of vnderſtanding can 1uſtly _— 
tncnl 


againſt certaine common Scandals, 95 


Antonius Mar o 4 
ara Judzus _ 
aptizatus de 
cxremoniis 
ludzorum, 
Tertulhan de 
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chem:Thirdly theſe men forget what a broad difference there 

is berweene ſundry kinds of ceremonies, which all notwich- 

{tanding are fignificane,and can no otherwiſe be. For which 

end I could wiſhthem to peruſe that which Chemmifins that 

| moſt learned Lutheranand graue Diuine hath,in his anſwer 

_ Inhisexami» & examination ofthe Counccll of 7rext,abour chis very mact- « þ 
b- on _ _—_ ter ofthe Croſle and Images ſo groſly abuſed by the Papilſts: 
7 Trencs where making out ofthe Schooles ſome Signes prognollicall, 
Aquinas tertia ſome Collatitiall, ſome memoratiue, ſome Demonſtratiue,&c. 
parte Summz neither he nor any wdicious Diuine in the world doth, or e+ 
quzſt.6o.At3. yerdid condemne all memoratiue Si gnes,of which kind and 
| nature we haue cuer holden and maintained the Crofle, bur 
no way of power or the leaſt hability ro conter and conuey 

| any grace or good vntothe Church, or any creature; as the 
Irenzus lib. old heretickes by [reve his ſtory gaue ynto it(@e-r/xm and 
10,C4p.24 exrmn low! which I cxpound) power to remoue & diſpell 
euill,and to confirme and eſtabliſh any good:which for many 
articulars,and the worlt vſc of all, many fooliſh, ſuperſtiti- 

ous, and idolatrous Papiſts haue raken vp and taught mn the 

world. Howbur for being memoratiue 7 OT inſtrui- 

ons forchings preſent,orto come, which may be helpes vn- 
to any our manifold weakneſles ( as aboucſiide) we cannot 
et ſec any ſufficient reaſon again[t chem: and I would be be- 
olding to any that ſhould make any full, found, and good 
demonſtration to the .contrary . And ſo I conclude this 
Chapter and mine anſwer to the firſt kind of ObieQions with 
rwo excellent ſentences of Georgiza Caſſaxder in the place be- 
fore cited: Ynamuy verbum Des ſaerts literts conſignatum,& ſa- 
eramenta nobys ab ipſo relifta plenam inftiututionem contineant, ta- 
men nou 5nau eſt opers illarum qui verbi mtelhgentiam & ſaer- 
mentorum ſignificanti.uw plaribus verbs & fignts, modo dinine ver- 
bo non adnerſentnr explicandam & in hominum anmis defigendans 
putarant.And anon after : 2 as non inuantur ombris caremonia- 
rum 0 quod norint veritatemtollerent ga:(ubi opus eſt )propter Cha- 
rieazem And one other grand decree and kind of Anathema 
vſed by the Iewes,and cuery way as ficly to be applied to our 
CCI'Gn 
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ceremonies, and co be denounced againſt manifeſtdeſpiſers 


Eccleſiafticer quia irritums facit fedus Abrahami Patris neftri, non 
bebit parte fareri ſeculi:which Heoſpmian applieth co our ce- 
remonuies. 


Cnae: V. 
e Anſwering the #2;5THiom: of the Croſſe being v/ed for an 1doll ſome- 
temer,and [2 retained yer in ſome plac:s of the world; 


nG a HE otherreaſons vſually madeagainſt 
y any vic of the Crofle in holy baptilme 
4 orany other adminiſtration apperrai- 
Reg ning co religion, orany part of Gods 
1 > ſeruice,are taken from cettaine acci- 
Bf dcntall occaſions which haue fallen 
: 422. F© ] outin theworld , and the Church of 
POY RS God ic fclfe about this Croſſe: being 
| either not vnderſtood, or miſconſtru. 
ed,or too too hardly cenſured by fome , which vpon their 
owne conceipthaue growen into you miſlike of the ſame; 
or laſtly becauſe it hath beencabuſed at any time to {uperſtis 
tion and idolatry. The firſt whereof may bechar of their laſt 
coyning,forany thing Ihaue read or heard, excepr only that 
by way of proie& and collaterall. kind of anſwer, DoRor 
Fulke againſt Sanders might ſuggeſt ſomething to this exce 


Hoſpinian de » 
teltis ludzo- | 


and deprauers of them : 2s conterwnit feft4 ſolennia & cats rum & catte= | 
moni paſchs«. 


tis cap,5.pa,Ig.? 


l ulke againſt 
tion, very quickly apprehenacd by ſuch buſie ſpirits,and the Senders of 


cauelling wits of ſo many Sophiſters and impoſtors in theſe I=2ges- 


daics : for ſo that -_- famous learned man telleth Senders 
and his compl:ces,thatthey might as well worſhip thoſe tor. 


turing engines wherewith Martyrs were cruelly handled 
and ended theirlives withall, as this ofthe Croſſe vppon 
which our Sauiour Chriſt endured ſuch cruelty and ſhame: 
which rather is worthy of all dereſtation, as this replyer a- 
gainſt it inferreth chereupon,then of any ſuch honourable 
mentionas is made thereof inthe JI Wo cha of Baptiſme. 

| Ta 
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To which(albeit vnworthy of any anſwer)being a groſle and 
foulc fallation ab ignoratiore Elenchs (as weſay) the argument 
being not adidem:for this honorable mention ofthe Crofle is 
not made by vs,becauſc it was a meanes of rormenting ſo in- 
nocenta perſon (howſocuer alſo not the ther as, Jun the 
deuiſers and aftors of ſo wicked a praiſe, defſerue All the 


| blame herein)bur becauſc it pleaſed God to permit, and ſo ir 


was effeted intime, that his owne Sonne ſhould by ſo ſhame- 
full a death(the better to declare the greatneſle of our miſe- 
ries and his owne mercics)procure our peace. Which in re- 
ſpe ofthe worthines of the perſon \, and omnipotency of 
Gods power and mercy migheno doubr otherwiſe have been 
accompliſhed: bur that now being done, and(as the Schooles 
; 05 Jemnia dum ſunt neceſſe eſt vt ſint : we therefore 1uſtly 
oe , andindcede neceſlarily ought to retaine all poſlible 
meanes for the due remembrance of it:neither may thoſe acci- 
dents thereabout any more cauſe vs to deteſt thethingitſelfe, 
or forbeare the mentioning of it,then if an honeſt mans ſword 
ſhould in ir ſelfe be hated for any cruelty wrought by it : or 
whichis morefir, if any man ſhould cuermore loath and de- 
teſtchoſe burning,cutting, and cauteriſing yrons by which 
our health (when there is no other remedy) hath ſomerimes 
been procured. Which Saint Baſil faith in his moralls we doe 
well abide,loue and like:although we cannot indurethe phy- 
fitians of our ſoules to cut, burne, or touch our ſoules with 
thoſe ſpiritual] inſtruments and edge of Gods lJawe. Nay fur- 
ther,an other great and good father not vnhitly (albeit fome- 
what inſolencly and ſtrangely for the manner of ſpeeche) is 
notafraid to cry out of e4dam his ſinne 1t ſelfe (which was 
the farſt mover in this violent reſolution of the heauen it ſelfe, 
for all cauſes concurring hereinco our peace, and the whole 
argument occaſioning allthat great tragedy)O falix culpa gue 
ralem meruit redemprorem; Much more may we call ita bleſſed 
Croſle and wounds , by and yppon which the Apoſtle wit- 
neſ[eth all our peace was procured,ratified and confirmed for 
ever . Another argument of this latter kind,and to the ſame 
PUr- 


_ 


againſt certaine common Scandals. 99 


purpoſe is thus framed : No inuention of man or ceremony 

whatſocuer, whereof there is not for the preſent, nor yet ever 

hath beene any neceſſary vic in the Church of God, m_ 

once abuſed, and that ſo generally,may any longer be vſc 

and reteined in any part or meanesof Gods ſ{eruice : bur the 

Croſle 1s for euery point ſuch a thing, therefore it ought no 

longer to be vſed inany reformed Church. To which firſt 

anſ{wer,that by this argument all. ceremonies whatſoeuer (be. lohannes Bans > 

ſides thoſe which the word of God ſpecifieth and particularly er 
1 cbaſtian 

requireth) ſhould intime be all condemned, and caſt outof x,,, ang 

the Church : which was the opinion of ſome 1n Germany, as one Eartelder, * 

namely lohannes Bunderlinus and Sebaſtiane Franck, (who ſer Anno 1543+ 

foorth books. Anne.1 5 30: condemning all ceremonies) yea 8 ' 

euen the holy Sacraments th:mſelues:becauſe they had been 

prophaned, violated and oppreſſed (as they write) by the 

tyranny and Idolatry of Antichriſt. For ſo indeed it 1s cleere, 

that no humane inuencion whatſoeuer, but hath either former- 

ly,or may futurely be abuſed:and ſo by conſequence noneto 

be rereined in ſequele of time and abuſe, So that any may 

- perceiue the very foundation of this argument ro be moſt 

vaſound, and contrary to the very rules of common reaſon, { 

for thar(as eLritorte truely teacheth) whatſocuer is, or may aritor. Echicks © 

be well vſed, may alſo be Latedund ſecondly,no abuſe of a- lib.q,cap.q, 

ny thing can take away the right and true vſe thereoh for then 

as the Apoſtle faith in another ſuch like caſe we ſhould goc 

out of the world, And laſtly nothing ci be abuſed which hath 

not firſt ofall beenin ſome good yſe orat the lealt appoin- , 

ted thereunto,the abuſe being a priuariue or anegariue atthe - ** 

leaſt of the other; and ſo no doubt was this Crofle before(as 

we hauc aboue remembred out of [renew)the Gnoſticks and 

other hereticks had ſo anciently abuſed the ſame : and more 

particularly the ſanRified Bells ſo called and vſedin Poperie, 

& in molt of our Churches yet reteined, our Fonts alſo which 

hauc been as fouly abuſed,to ſpeake nothing of our feaſtes 

(wherein much —_ and fooliſh y_ Path been giuen 


to Saints diucrs waies)ſhould all be remoued,ifthis argument 
P2 were 
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were good,there being no fuchabſolute neceſſity for any of 
them, beſides the commandement of lawfull authority which 
for decency, order, and better edification appointeth- the 
{ame rather chen. any thing els. For ſo weſee that ( as ſome 
_y vponconſcience of this matter and argument we haue 
in hand, have made a common pratiſe of ir) children might 
otherwiſe be baptized at ſome baſon, or ſomeriuer and foun- 
taine of water,as /obn Baptiſt did. And for the braſen Serpent 
(about whych there hath been ſo much adoe betwixt Aartial 
and Calfill, Falkeand Sanderr,cuen in this very argument of 
the Croſle)thereis no queſtion but that ic was very much a- 
buſed before Hezechias his time : and yer did not any of the 
Kings before him pull it downe, nor any of the P rophets of 
toſs times did call ypon them ſo to doe; much leſle (as ſome 
of theſe new maſters enioyne Chriſtian princes) were any of 


thoſe Princes bound v pon feare of that Serpent ſo to be abu- 


ſed,or pain eycaiin co Idolatry(which could nor bee but 
very great,tt being placed inthe Templcir ſelfe,as by the ſto- 
ry repeated in the Kings and Chrenicles compared together 
may appeare:)and that it wasno neceſſary thing, but indiffc- 
rent, Hezechrar his pulling it downe without any reproofe of 
the Prophets,or breach of any Gods lawes,as ic ſeemerh;ſuffi- 
ciently declareth:who alſo if he had let it continue ſtill, and 
cauſed the people by inſtruion and true diſciplineto leaue 
thattheir u__ it,no Scripture orProphee (I dare fay ) 


\ could haue reprehended him forit; as we doe not reade that 


any one or other commended himgreatly for taking it away, 
nor reprehended any other of the Kings for not pulling it 
downe before. And laſtly,the ſerting vp of the [mage or por- 
traicure of any ones father or friend (which is a thing in my 
poore opinion tootoo commonin ſome other reſpe&,cuen in ' 
<6 25s where all the parts of our holy ſeruices are perfor- 
med, asallo the armesand piCtures of Princes, which is as 
common in many Churches, might with greater ſhew of rea- 
ſon becalled into queſtion/if there wereany forcein this ar-= 
gument)jthen. our Croſſe, which is bur a&rious,and a ins 
gng 
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fignc(as we hauc aboue ſhewed) and neicher Image nor Ss. 
mulachram 2s the learned diſtinguiſh theny and as thoſe we 
laſt named are. Which alſo hauc not only beene abuſed to the 
reatelt ſuperſtition and [dolatry (as appearcth by all ſtorie) 
bs alſo the very farſt occafions and ongioalls of all Idolatry, 
i iy as out of the 14: of the booke of Wiſedome partly appeareth, 
and many learned men haue gathered from thence, and how 
the pitures of princes haue bin by the flattery of Sycophants, 
their owne pride and cruelty abuſed this way,many hiſtorics 
report. And yerT hope for theſe abuſes, cauſes, or occaſions 
chercof(thenthe which there can be no greater) none will be 
ſo hold,not onely for feare of law in that caſe prouided , bur 
eucn vpon conſcience of due reverence tothe ſame,as to pull 
chem downe,or conclude that they oughtto be pulled down: 
or any way deface them,or diſgrace them by word or prac- 
tiſe, Secondly (whereas they obieRthar- there is noneceſſarie 8 Þ,- 
vic of this Croſlſcinthe Church of God) I aunſwer, that. it is 
| enoughfor vs,and might be for thema)ſo (but that nothing 
can hold them)to make it neceſlary, becauſe the Church: of 
Chriſt hath ſo aunciently vſed it,and the preſent Church go- 
. uernmente. iudgeth ir ſtill fit to be reteined amongſt. ys: ;, nei- 
ther ought any priuate ſpirit co callthat common ,prophane, 
or vnneceſlary ( as Saint Peter ſometimes was aduertiſed) 
which G ODby his lawfull Magiſtrate hath made holy. and 
neceſlary to be performed by vs. Neither yet can any acci- 
dentall abuſe,albeit inthe higheſt degree of any thing what- 
ſocuer neceſſaryor indifferent,diſcharge the ſubie& from his 
duc obedience to things ofthisnature once commanded by 
the Magiſtrace. Which if it ſhould be granted and yeelded vn- 
to,many temporall Lawes of this kingdome(which are forced 
to tolerate many a miſchiefe oftcntime)ought cftſoones to be 
repealed. Thirdly,befides thatthere hae been,and yet are ve» 
ry many good and ſo necef[ary vies ofthis Crofle(as we haue 
Cr proued)ſo is thereno better way to ſhew and re- Cap.4« 
forme the abuſes ofthe ſame, then that both by preaching 
(which I could wiſh were more carefully performed in this 
P3 behalfe), 
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* behalfe)and-due vie and praQtifing the ſame in the publique 


congregation , all ſorts of peop!e might be informed in the 
erueth and lawfulneſle of this ceremony. by Gods word. Laſt- 
ly for thofe places which are alledged out of Exodw,Efai,and 
Heſea,to ſtrengthen this argument; [ anſwer,cthatmoſt of them 
are particular caſes grounded vpon ſpeciall circumſtarices of 
thoſe peoples ſinnes,and ſoare not to be drawne co conclude 
any generall propoſition for,or againſt cheſe kind of cere- 
mones:as for examplethere- is great odd» berweene the land 
of Canaan whereall ſuch meanes and monuments of Idolatry 


are in particular commanded ytterly to be defaced, and any. 


part ofthe Church of GOD, in which any ſuch abuſe hath 
ſometimes haphed or more conſtantly beene continued , for 


which God neuer gaue any peremprory and generall com- - 


mandementor ſpeciall charge againſt them. Secondly thoſe 
places in Eſasand Heſeaarethreatnings and promiſes of God 
co his Church, for the betrer informing,ordering,and comfor- 
ting che ſame, and inno reaſonable conſtruion or expoſiti- 


on,any peremptory commandements againſt the things there 


ſpoken of: as where itis ſaig,l will polluce their Images, and 
cauſe the name of Bead to ceaſe, the one being a iufh wudge- 
menedenounced againſt the [dolatry of thattime(which God 
bethanked is farre from vs and our ſtate, which maketh ſeucre 
lawes for che puniſhment of the ſame ) che other a gratious 
promiſe, as the ſcope of that place and the meaning of the 
words declare. And what a deale of Sophiſtry is committed 
by allegation of Scripture, any Iudicious rext-man or obſer» 
ver ofthe many ſtrange concluſions of theſe rimes may cafily 
percciue, andelſewhere my ſelfe haue giuenſometouch vnto 
them,and caſt ynto ocher: becauſe indeed(which is diligently 
to be marked forthe true vnderſtanding of many Scriptures) 
many things are ſpoken therein eſpecially in their Sermons 
cohortatorie (as Luther obſcructh in the Fathers)that is, by way 
of exhortation and weiorew cantelam(as Caictans allo obſer- 
ueth in the Schooles themſelues)wherein things are applyed 
to therimes preſent , andnotany way determined off Br the 
law- 
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lawfulneſſe or valawfulneſle cthereof,and ſo ſuch promiſes and 
threarnings implying alwayes a condition, doe put nothing 
in being,as the Schooles [peake, which isalwaies to be exami- 
ned,2ndonly to be iudged by therule and Canon ofthe mo- 
rall Lawe: of whichnature alſo are certaine homilies of ours 
from which theſe exceprtors thinke they haue ſo great aduan» 
cage, as well for not ſubſcribing thereunto, as Fl the ouer- 


throwing this matter of the Croſſe which -we hauc in hand. 


Beſides alſo that many things arc by compariſon and ſymbo- 
lically drawne by theſe diſputers from the olde Teſtament to 


the new:and ſo as the ſchooles ſay ,argamenta ſymbolice & com. 


paratina,are parum argumentatine, |ittle ornorhing at all able 


to conclude any thing: whereas thoſe godly exhortations are 
made(as thetitle of them theweth)againſt the perill of Idola» 
try,and by way of greater deteſtation, and nor'according to 
their particular judgement what is lawfull or forbidden there- 
in by the preciſe rule of Gods word. Laſtly theſe men greatly 
wrong them(elues,as well as our whole Church and + ak 
uernors thereof, in comparing that abominable Tdofl of Badll 
and the reſt aboue mentioned in thoſe Scriptures, with our 
Crofle, and other ſuch like ceremonies, howſoeener.defiled 
with much ſuperſtition and Idolatry at any time:forgs/forthat 
one of Baal, and moſt alſo of the = var chere never was, Hor 


poſſibly could be any good vie ofrhem, as we haue ſhewed 


and prooued ofthe Croſle. Neither was the naming of thoſe 
abominable Idols imply wicked (as Saint /erome alſo difpu- 


teth in one of his Epiſtles, and which might well ficouf ren= 


dereſt inthis kind, who cannot abide the leaſt mention of the 
Maſle,and chat ypon confcience of theſe places,which yet was 
generally vicd,as Door Fulke ſhewerh, to ſignificthe Lords 
ſupper by it along time inthe Church ) bur ſach a mentio- 
ning ofthem only as thoſe Idolaters did vſc rowards them, as 
may appeare by the contrary proceſtation of Dezid, Pſalm. 
1 6:{aying,[ will not mention them in my lips,whichis (as the 
ſcope of that ſpeciall placearguerh) to praiſe them or pray 
vnto them,as it 1s well knowne the Idolaters did . _ 


Fulke againſt 


Sanders, 
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che worſt chat ever was imputed or performed to this Croſſe, 
orany other of that nature, wasno way giuen to the things 
themſelues,or by cheir meanes ro any horrible Idoll, as that of 
Baallwas, and ſo tothe very diucl| himſelfe (as Saint Pale 
ſheweth)bur reſpeRiuely alwayes,and in relation to him that 
did hang vpon the Croſle(as the worſt of them all chalenge T1 
for th:mſelues)as from whom by their idle fancies, and ſuper- 
ſticious imaginations ſome diuine power was communicated 
and ntl into that,and all other Crofles; and that no 0+ 
cherwiſe(asthe beſt of them plead forit)and chem(clues)then 
as a King doth make a grant, and fendeth viually ſome token 
of his will and authority in many particulars by hisring or | 
ſeale:and ſo much for this argument alſo. 


CHap. VI. | 
e Mnſwering that obietlion for Chriitian liberty, which the (roſe 1s 
. ſuppoſed in ſome ſo much to croſſe. 
IEEE NH E other reaſons that followe, arc of leſle 
gmoment, ang yet for the ſatisfying of all(as' 
Mineere as I can) I will returne ſomewhat to 
S828 jchem alſo , the one being rakenfrom that 
& [grand prerogatiue of Chriſtian liberty cha- 
Sjlenged and magnifycd many waies by theſe 
men: the other trom thoſe neceſlary , appa- 
rent, and ynauoidableoffences, which doe dayly and muſt 
need? {till ariſe from the yſe of this Croſle:which as all Chri- 
ſtians, ſo eſpecially the chicte Magiſtrate, and all ocher vnder 
him thar haue charge of their peoples ſoules as well as of their 
bodies;are bound to foreſee, preuent, and take away, or els 
ſhould be found to tran{greſle that royall Lawe ſpoken of in 
Tames,and that ſpeciall branch thereofmentionedin the 14.to | 
the Row.by not walking in loue, nor hauing charitable com- 
paſſion atthe leaſt of cheſemens infirmities, and preat ſoules. 
dangersanddammage . The firſt whereof (which toucherh 
Chriſtian liberty ;@uorcth not a little of Anabaptiſme, from 
which 
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which ſome wricing maſters ofthis kind have bought orbor- 
rorwed coo many drugges to make vp their poyſontull confe- 
ions in ſome of Rooks , as that other aboue, vicd by 
them againſt che indifferency ofany thing,was drawne from 
the Manichees.Inſomuch as aman way boldly and truely fay 
of many of cheſe irregular perſons, for the ſurume oftheir new 
doQtrinesand ſtrange praQtiſes,thatthey are for che moſt pare 
(and fo will be found)to be compounded of Manichiſme and 
Anabaptiſime,[ meane the weld ſort of them: For againſt the 
other(which I hauc el{ewhere diſtinguiſhed)I never 1ntended 
in this or any other codcale againſt them, bucas neere as 1 can, 
the errors of themall.As inthis one parcicularof withdrawmg 
their obedicnceto Jawfull authority 1n things in their owne 
nature indifferent, vnder colour of Chriſta iberty,dath very 
plainly appeare.[n which(for moreſpeciall anſwer}they ſhew 
not only their great ſecurity innot examining their conſcien- 
ces for ſo maniteſta breache of Gods Lawe, and their further 
pride& hypocriſiein paſſing ouer the grawore /egir(as Chrilt 
toldthe Pharifies of his time) vader colour and prerence of 
making ſcruples and conlcience of theſe ſmaller things (as | 
comparatiuely they may be called) bur alſo very groſle and 
ſoctiſh ignorance in not diſcerning,nor any way determining 


arigheofchis Chriſtian liberty. Which is aching indeed(as [nfticionum 


Caizin well obſerueth, and diſcourſerh vpon this argument) 
noleſlc ſpirituall chen che pardon of finne,and peace of con« 
ſciencez and ſpecially conſiſterh in thar ſpiricuallfreedome 
from the lawe of finne (and curſe awarded by Gods lawe 
thereupon) which naturally raigneth inour mortall bodies, 
that is,cuery powerand part of body and ſoule; and power 
from Chriſt his grace ,ſpirir and lite4to worke. r1ghteouſneſle 
and fulfill che law:as Saint Paxl fromthe laſt words of che 4. 
Chap.to the Romanes,tothe end ofthe ſeuench, molt fully ſet. 
eth downe.Neither did Chriſt come(as himſelfe proclaimerh) 
to deſtroy che Law,butto eſtabliſh and .performe-it in him» 
ſclfe and all his members ; ., who is a Sauiour, buc notco-1inne 
againe,a phyſition,but notto ſurierting, and; cherefore hach 

Q dcliucred 
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deliuered ys fromall our enemics, that we ſhould ferve him, 
and keepe every one of his commandements , The maine 
ſumme whereof ſtandeth in due obedience to himſelfe, and 
his lawfull ordinances, as Saint Peter expoundeth the ſame. 
Neither doth our freedome from that ſenerity of che ceremo- 
niall Lawe abridge any whir theauchority of the Magiſtrate 
in decent ceremonies agreeable to the Goſpell; bur cleane 
contrary(as we haue aboue remembred) inueſteth rather that 


whole perfe&tion,meaning,and authority of the ceremoniall . 


Law in choſe Chriſtian Magiſtrates, ro whom God commit- 
eech any part ofhis Church vnder the Goſpell.The ceremon1- 
all Lawindeed being nothing els but an order appointed by 


God himlſelfe forthe outward policy and diſciplineot the 


Church being then vnder the pedagogy of the Law, which 
now is left tothe liberty of ChriſtianPrinces as they ſhall ſce 
their times & occaſions to require. Only,vt Auſten,ne excedant 
and fo becomea ſnare and burden where yet I ſee not but 0+ 
bedience is neceſlary, albeit (vy Perer) a yoake too heauy to 
.beare, and itisaſinneto the commanders encroching vpon 
this liberty:bur yer you inferior muſt obey, and ſo(as Beza) 
bene parere,rmay. and muſt {tand when maygiſtrates doe malt 
imperere.Soifthe Apoſttes had vrged more ceremonies, paren- 
dum erat : Secumndo Cantndnm xe (vt de [Imaginis vſn) wnltitudo 
 ceremoniarnm hinder charity, or oppreſle any in theſe poore 
eumes,and dates of Gods wrath-vyponthe Church,as alſo of the 
miſerie- for che moſtparrof theminiſtery and ' abundance of 
poore inall plzces. Thirdly diſpure not choa what is fit for 
diſcipline of Clergy or people, in ceremonies more or leſle, 
theſeor other, bur leaue tt to the magiſtrace that is charged 
with that care,and muſt anſwer for his magiſtracy, and finnes 
thereof one day.Neithermay any without great occaſion of 
ſinne ,and manifeſt breach of the fife commandement, pulle 
their necks out ofthe yoake of their lawfull commands. For 
Chriſtaniry taketh not away any part of civility or humanity 
(as ſome haue well ſaid)much lefſe due obedience to lawfull 
authority,as too many hatiptaughtof late and praftiſed, And 

| _ 
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co conclude this firſt part of my anſwer to this obieion, I 
defirc all to reade and compare with tudgemenc thatreply of 
our Sauiour Chriſt co that Phariſaicall exception agai 
Chriſt his Diſciples for cating with vnwaſhen hands, with the 
doctrine and prattifes of theſe men, who making ſcruplc and 
much adoe abour Croflec and Surplice, and a few ceremonies 
diſtaſting their privarerudgements, runne headlong into 0- 
pennegle&t pry contempr of the fifr commandement. And fo 
as the Phariſies did ypon error of deuotion and conſcience to 
their Corban,cauſe many a filly diſciple of theirs ro negle& 
their manifold duties ro father and morher, whereby (as Chriſt 
telleth chem)they made the commandement of God of none 
effec by cheir traditions. Even fo doe theſe new maſters euc- 
ry way the (clfcſame 1n effec. Secondly I anſwer, that albeir 
no humane Lawes do of chemſclues binde the conſcience, but 
only as they hauc their ground and warrant: from the fift 
commandement,and further,that no magiſtrate or creature in 
the wor!d can take away the leaſt part of Chriſtian liberty in 
things inwardly ſpirituall,or outwardly indifferent in them- 
{clues forchoice or vſe (becauſe Chriftian liberty 1s the ſelfe- 
ſame ſtill, and 1s ſeene as well in doing;as not doing, viing or 
not vſing any thing ſubie& vnto it: yer doall wiſe eſteemers 
of theſe things hold,thateuery Chriſtian Magiſtrate may and 
ought alſo many times wi vertue of the fift commandement, 
reſtrame chis Chriſtian liberty in many particular things, ac- 
cording as any good cauſe andreafon generall or parricular, 
may occaſion any Prince or ſtate ro make wholſome Lawes 
for any ſuch purpoſe. And thar ſo farre,and ſo large,as no one 
commandemec of God by commiſſion or omiffion any thing 
hereby be preiudiced by any of theſe reſtraintsor impoſitions 
wharſocuer. As m the marter of faſting & abſtinence, the lear- 
ned Schooles hauefully determined; which may 'ſerue for an- 
(wer and direfion touching all wholſome gon 1p or 


otherwiſe enalted and in force,in our ſtateor any orher. 
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Edbifnoring the obieflion of ſo mavy ſcandals arifing by the wſe of 
the Croſſe. 


s Hat other ofthis laſt and leaſt kind of 
F; arguments againſt che Crofle (which 
Þ ſhallalſoberthe laſt ofthis our conſi- 
> 2g deration)is drawne from the offences 
| © which haply hauc,- or may atany 
&F time ariſe from the yſe of this Croſle. 
For anſwer whereunto I hope I thall 
« not necd to ſtand ypon the definition 

cg Yet, ofa Scangall in generall,orthe vſuall 
diuifions of the ſame into Actiue and Paſline by the Schooles, 
and commonly termed offences g1uen or taken: but referring 
all to Saunt Jererme his definition of a Scandall,fet downe in his 
commentaries yponthe 1 5.of 4ath.ver/. 1 2.1 wiſhtheſe great 
exceptors,and all other too too tuſtly ſcandalized by them, &: | 


\ theijroffenſiwebehauiours in this behalfe, corturne their eyes 


vpon the mamufold ſcandallsand inconuenienecs alſo, which: 
many waies breake | out; privately. and publiquely, borhin: 
Church and common wealth, by reaſon of their omictzng, miſ- 
liking, 'and ſoperempeory condemning che vic of the ſame, 
albeic eſtabliſhed by publiqueauthoricy amongſt vs,.Which 
indeed arc fo many,as-that no-wiſel y afteRed,or honeftly dif 
palcd heart can butchroughly and moſt feeling]y bereuched. 
and juſtly greened withall; | eſpecially fince thoſe which riſe 
fromthe omitring ofit, arc faxre greater and ofanorher nature: 
from thoſe which proceedefrom the viing of it, even in Bap- 
cine ir ſelfe,or any other holy adminiſtration, there beeing 
indeed betwixe ther no iuſt or fir proportion or compariſon: 
the one being only paſſive), and vaneceſſatily raken' by rhoſe 
that abuſe them,and themſelues and others by them: and doe 
neither know the truth, vſc,or right praQtiſe of them:the othes 
being too too juſtly giuen,aud attiuely,and in themſclucs cuil 


(as 
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(asthe Schovles ſpeak,and wehaue aboue: ſhewed-) conteai- 
ning in them wanifoldbreaches of the fifr, aud almoſt every 
other commandementof God. As namely generall diſobeds. 
ence, and both inward and too too often outward kicking, 
ſpurning andrebelling; againſt che moſt: graue decrees: and 
cotſticutions ofthe Church,and foueraigne authoriry, of the 
chicte Magiſtrate(ro-which cttery honeſt hearrought willing - 
leroſubſcribe and famply without contradition or diſputa- 
tion to yeeld their obedience, Beſides thegreat neglefting of 
ſpeciall callings, and manifold duties cherein toG OD and 
man, bereauing the Church alſo. by this micanegot-their gifts; 
and chemſelucs and others of their neceſfary maintcuance;be- 
fides: many other, which I haue more griefe then [will to re. 
peate.Sccondly, were theſe offences bothalike, I meanc acci- 
dentally: exill only, asthoſeraken herein are; and ſo being 
mcere occaſions;#ee dgnt (peoiem nes wvernmutin definitions, as. the 
Schoolcs ſpeake,2 2. 2veſt-43:art.tr.andchereforeare no pro» 
per cauſes of cuill:yer inſuch a conſideration,the greaternum- 
| berdoth and ought witheuery good conſcience to/ ouerſway 

the fewet and thelefler,which if chey\{hould; be xeckoned ro- 
cetherithere, would appearc great oddrs, and a broad; diffe- 
rencero any equali or mudiciouscie,. And whereas ſome hane 
found a more nice difference in this behalfe, in reſpe& of che 
Magiſtrates commanding theſe things, which. in their 1udge- 


ments might well be. forborne, charging chem further; watch; 


great wantat-the leaſt of Chriſtian charky,-and wiſe lowing. 
care and foreſight towards the good of their poore ſubictts, 
and inferiors ſoules and bodies, by not preventing and taking, 
away ſo many cauſes,or to {peake moreproperly,occafions of 
ſo. much offence, hurtand daymagero their weake confciens 
ces and Churchrof God in, generall:Ianſwerfirſt, that it is a 
horrible finne both againſt the fit but eſpecially gon che 
ninth commandement;for any es ſpirit. or perſon, what- 
ſocuer,to entertaine any ſuch choughts and: ſuſpitions (which; 


arc no other then diabolicall fuggeſtions)againſtcheir Prince. 
or any Jayfull authority placed oucr them, Whereas the hy 
Q3 
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of thatroyall law is particularly expreſſed intheninth come 
, neuer to cenſure or conſter the words or doings 
ofany che meaneſt offenſiuely and to the worſt, when any 


 morefauourable conceiprand interpretation thereof may be 


admitred and affoorded. Much moreto preſumeſo farre as to 
preſcribe any thing in his kind ro thofe, whoſe very thoughts 
oy oughrro honoureuen in their owne ſecret thoughts, 
and priuy chambers ; much more to reverence and' imbrace 
wich all duery and refpeR, all their folemne ordinances and 
defigrimencs forany fach adminiſtration, for the which they 


© are accountants t& God only arid none other.And therefore [ 


ceaſe now to:matucile, and rather begin co feare and tremble, 
atthe moſt inſolent praiſes and behauour of ſome jn theſe 


_ daies,” whonot only dare to cenſure and miſdeeme by moſt 
vncharicableiudgement,the 016m. and beſt com- 


poſed Sermons of the moſt conſiderate and zealous amongſt 
vs: butalſo feare not ro'encer intothe very thoughts of Kings 
themſelues:whereas beſides religion, common charity, and 
—_ allegiance, euen good manners mightteach and per- 
wadetherrother thoughts, words, and demeanour. As name- 
ly,that hauing by Gods mercy ſo worthy a Soueraign borne, 
bred, and nurtured vp from his cradle in holy and pure reli- 
ion,ſo well through his ſtudy and experience ( being now 
alſo for his age almoſtin the vigor and perfeRion of both) 
ſo well and chroughly” qualified and accomp'iſhed wich all 
royall graces and vettues, beſides his long obſeruarion of all 
ſtate occaſions Eccleſiaſticall and ciuill, which himſelfe hach 
ſo long mannaged,and faceatthe ſterne of both; inſomnch as 
without flattery, that may iuſtly be ſaid of him, which the 
Prophet fpake'of Hezrchiaz, The feare of che Lord hath made 
him prudermahd thatTechoarys woman of *Daxid, that he is 
wiſc as an Angelt of God,” ſpecially ſent for the good of his 
kinedome : who allo from his firſt comming amoneſt vs(to 
ſpeake che beſt,bucto a ſicke and diſtempered body, how ſoe= 
ver (I rity boldly fay} as well ſhapen and proporrioned for 
alllineaments of ſtare proceedings, as' any other Church or 
| COIN» 
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common wealth in the world) hath ſpentno dowbe many.an 


howre in prayer and.heauenly meditation with GOD, and - 


ribe and 


much conference withall his worthies, how to preſc 


miniſter a courſe for the reducing of the whole bodic to a 


true temper of vniformity and peaceable proceeding in all 
things:asalſo hauing ſo many aſbftants and ynder. governors 
of rare quality, vnderſtanding and iudgement '(whoſe ſonles 
&jconſciences, yealiues and liberties,and peaceable proſpe- 


rity for them and theirs for euer,are molt deeply engaged in 


this buſineſle with his maieſty)ſhould firſt of all humbly ho- 


nour G OD for theſe inc{timable and neuer before knowne 
meanes,and both to thinke and reſolue with them(cluesthac 


theſe worthies haue more reaſon both in conſcience and mat- 


ter of ſtate proceeding , and haue found and wdged itmore 


profitable and auail able for the common peace of the 
Church,and good of the whole ſtate, as well to retainetheſe 
ancientceremoniesof the Church,rather then to inuent new; 


as alſo ypon ſuch penalties to vrge the vniforme vic thereof, 
then otherwiſe to take away any tormerly eltabliſhed , or to- 
forbeare the reſtoring ofany decayed or intermitted , or cls 


co give toleration to any minded, for the; doctrine, 
vicand praQtiſe of the ſame. And then inthings of ttasnature 
being indifferent, or ſomewhat more doubrfull ro weake and 
vnſetled iudgements,ro ſubmit chemſclues, their 1udgemenes 
and conſciences inall ducty, reverence and humility to theſe 
fage,ovrand,and no doubt molt conſcionable determinations 
of wk and ſo many as arc bothas holy (. as-the beſtof the 
ſtanders out)and more old and wiſe then their fathers (as he 
toldob)who haue oftentimes confidered,and doe yet(when 
theſe men haply ſleepe ) marturely deliberate oftheſe, andall 
ſuch occaſions,forthe common peace and theirſpecial good, 
tfthey hadeycs and grace to ſce ir. 615) 

Andlaſtly to conſider alircle(which any that hath his cyes 
in his head may eaſily diſcerne) what theſe contrary and v- 
uerthwart practiſes of theirs might, and are moſt likelie to 


worke in the minds and diſpoſitionof moſt Princes, _—_ 
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thePoet ſaith, /haueforthe moſt part high and ſtrong affeRi- 
ons,and whom, as e£riftctle ſheweth,nothing ſooncr mouerh 
to wrath and 1uſt diſpleaſure rhen negleRtand concempr, ecſ- 
pecially of cheir moſt holy and honorable endeuours:and had 
not wea meeke noe as well asa moſt wiſe and worthie $4- 
lomon, might wſtly be feared to hazard not onely all Church 
riuiledges, }but cuen (which ſometimes befcll that particne | 
 Tulerand leader of Gods people )the breaking at once of both 
- tables,chatis horrible valtation and fearfull diſſipation of all 
. things in Church or common wealth. Thirdly,[ anſwer tou- 
ching theſe offences, with our Sauiour Chriſt, ſ«:b.18.Woe 
beto-them by whom the offence commech:which in this caſe 
can no way beiimpured tothe magiſtrare commanding,accor- 
ding to his conſcienceand ſpeciall duty to God and his peo- 
plc inthis behalfe,any ſuch ceremony for vniformity, . godly 
edifying,and peace of char gouernment and body ecclciiaſt- 
callor Ciull whereot he is the headzmuch leſſemay be faſt- 
ned ypon the immediate miniſter and vſcr of any ſuch cere- 
mony,who is neceſ[arily bound to doe the thing which his 
- prince or any other lawfull authoricy requirear his hands, 
and hath theſamefor his warrant; inſomuch as if haply any 
iuſt offeace be giuen hercin(ro-which any ſuch woeproperly 
belongeth)it doth by all rightand reaſon returne vppon the 
firſt commanders ( who will notdeny I amfſureto take the 
ſame vponthem)and by no equity vpon the heads ofany in- 
ferior (ouldicrs,whichare enioyned yppcn iuſt penalties co 
doethatwhich cheir Capraines dire and appoint . Bur in- 
deed rhe rue cauſe of thoſe offences which haply ſome- 
times come to paſle,reſteth in chem only who Wan through 
weakneſleand grofle ignorance (which never excuſed any ) 
and ſomcimes tba pens and malice, make offence in 
theſe things to themſclues and others {and therefore a more 
Ieuous woe is due vntothem)when indeed chere is no juſt 
cauſe chereof any where cobe found; who alſo might both 
- perſwadethemſclues and others, but that (as I may withour 
reach of charicy boldly affirme) : they areſo farre gone and 
| depar- 


rebellion.as [eremir ): as tharehey have © 
reſoluedtogerher with thoſe of whome: the: Poct Sopbocles © 
ſpeaketh, neuer to be perſwaded: alrhouglindeede they be 
perſwaded,and findintheir conſciencesthat withomany'iuſt J 
BSE: offence to GOD orman, they might fafelyidoeany' of theſe 2 
< >; things. Laſtly,I anſwer thatthere is no: berrer meanesro aucid id 
and ytterly cotake away theſe: offences imagined ,/ or truely = 
given andſo commonlytaken by Papiſts;or any otherin-the. 
vſcofthe Croſle or other ceremonies char are' noW'tadayes fo 
ecnerally diſtaſted,then when Chriſtian Princes commaund- 
thetrue and righe vſc of them, andthe godly learned'mini- 
ſery do by their preaching and vſing the ſame inſtruct all 
ſorts of: people, both how- ro vie them aright, -anid'alſo to 
ſhunne the manifold. abuſes and offences which haue fallen 
outthereuponin the world. Wherin if the learned miniſterie 
ofthis kingdome had beene as carefultand conſtant both in 
theirdorine and. praftiſe to obſcrue this vniformity, not 
k _ _ onlyanthis ceremony ofthe Croſle, bur all other things for 
[ ' _ dottrineand manners, ſfo- wiſely and carefully agreed 'vppon 
| and prouided in our Church:as the otherareouer diligent in _ 
the one by their daily teaching and dropping as it were into 
the minds of their followers ſomariy drops of all thoſe miſs 
| chiefes:and moſt reſolute in tying themſclues and all their 
ſeRaries by the {triteſt ſubſcription (that euer I thinke was 
| vrged;to the obſeruation of their orders and none other : we 
had long ſince ſcene an end of fo many ſchiſmes and vnneceſ(- 
ſary differences and contentions among(t.ys about theſe Le. 
wiora legy (as I may terme them) of Croſſe, Surplice, and 
other ceremonies,” and many times about meere trifles and 
* moon-ſhinein the water:which yerhanemuchKindred man 
things appertaining to the weightierthings of Gods Law, as 24 
mercy,peace, iudgement and righteouſneſle, wherein the ' 
kingdomeof God and the lafery of his people confiſteth:and 
many a pooreſoule,and otherwiſe loyall ſubie&s,which now 
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though 1gnorance,perplexity, tenderneſſeof conſcience, or 
any 
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gs have had the good and benefit (which is the prop 
thereof)would: never haue incurred / ſo many ſcruples, 
ſnares, domagesand daungers:wherewith theirminds,goods, 
. Dammes;bodies, ſoules, -and all are now entangled and much 
incombred,afflitedand opprefled . Whole eyes I pray God 
for Chriſt his fake to open, and by the meancs and helpes of 
ſo many worthy Abners vnder our Soucraigne amongſt vs, 
to reduceall the true ſubjects and licge people of this king- 
dome'cuenfrom Dento Beerſheba,unto the moſt wiſe,bleſled, 
and peaceable gouernement of our Daxid, by reaſon of our 
diviſions yet remaining as it were in them:whom wee hope 
God hath annoynted & eſtabliſhed with his poſteriry to. fic 
ypon this chrone,andraigne cfcſoones ouer vsas inTleruſalem 
' foreuerzwhen all che enemies of our peace and ſtate ſhallby 
His induſtry. and godly wiſedome be brought to one vnifor= 
mity and agreement inall points andarricles of faith and do- 
&rine,and a generall, crue, conſtane, and continuall confors- 
. mjtie in Ceremonies, which onely is able to-make our 
England Daxds lerufalem,Pſata.122.and all of vs ' 
with our polteritic to ſee the peaceofir 
all the dayes of our life,ſo to con- 
rinue for cucr. 
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